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MORNING, 

CACHINGUES! 

David James 

Venturing where few 
reporters are willing to go, 
James treks into the heart 
of Angola to witness a 
successful UNITA attack on 
a FAPLA fort. If the 
Gbadolite ceasefire 
agreement works, UNITA 
may hold the military 
upper hand 27 
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BORDER 
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American photojoumalist 
accompanies ragtag band 
of Thais through the deadly 
K-5 line on a mission of 
mercy to extract wounded 
farmers 32 
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40 
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but a Florida company is 
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price tag 50 
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M16A2’s replacement. 
Unfortunately, early Army 
tests are focusing on 
attaining an increase in hit 
ability while ignoring what’s 
really close to a rifleman’s 
heart — killability 52 
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THE COUNTER¬ 
REVOLUTIONARY 

Tom Marks 

An interview with Sir 
Robert Thompson, the 
man whose experience and 
ideas set the standard for 
successful counter¬ 
insurgency warfare in the 
20th century. Vietnam 
might have turned out a bit 
differently if Uncle Sam 
had taken Sir Robert’s 
advice to heart 58 
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SAW 

Munremur MacGerrcinn 

The Squad Automatic 
Weapon (SAW) started out 
during World War I as a 
sound concept soundly 
executed. Somewhere 
down the line, however, 
function became confused 
with form — and the 
military still hasn’t figured 
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COMMAND GUIDANCE 


by Robert K. Brown 


The Betrayal 


1. HE stink of Jimmy Carter hangs heavy in the air. 

The hallmarks of the Carter administration were its willingness to 
betray its friends, its flip-flops, its insistence on putting symbols 
before substance, and its seemingly instinctive attraction to 
half-measures and ineffective programs whenever it was required to 
produce public policy. In its handling of the gun issue, the Bush 
administration has displayed them all. 

A powerful case can be made for the proposition that American 
gun owners elected George Bush. The NRA has figures showing that 
in perhaps a dozen states voters from NRA member households 
supplied Bush’s margin of victory. Had those states gone the other 
way Michael Dukakis would be in the White House today. Bush had 
made Dukakis’ pathological anti-gun phobia a major campaign 
theme, along with his own lifetime membership in the NRA, yet 
just weeks after taking office he endorsed the recommendation of 
William Bennett, his so-called drug czar, that the importation of 
most semiautomatic rifles be banned in the name of keeping them 
out of the hands of drug dealers. The ban, which he subsequently 
made permanent by forcing the BATF to produce one of the most 
disgracefully dishonest policy reviews ever undertaken by a federal 
agency (see page 96), turned what had been the normal anti-gun 
posturing of liberal cranks into the most serious attack on the 
Second Amendment in 50 years. It constituted a betrayal by Bush 
of the heart of his constituency before he had even completed his 
first 100 days in office. Not even the Carter administration was that 
deceitful. 

Bush’s flip-flop on the gun issue is far more troubling than were 
any of Carter’s for what it says about his character. Carter’s 
flip-flops showed him to be weak and vacillating, a man who 
allowed his mind to be changed by small facts, but he rarely 
flip-floped on issues involving fundamental values. Bush abandoned 
his allegedly life-long support of the right to keep and bear arms as 
casually as if he were cancelling a magazine subscription. 

And what is more, it was done for entirely symbolic reasons. 
Banning guns will do nothing to reduce either drug smuggling or 
drug use and both Bennett and Bush know it. Bennett obviously 
instituted the ban to show he was “doing something” about the 
drug problem. That is profoundly dishonest. Is it a war on drugs, or 
really a war on liberties some in government have historically found 
inconvenient? 

Finally, there is not a shred of evidence that banning 
semiautomatic rifles will keep them out of the hands of drug 
dealers, nor is it even clear that they are often used in drug-related 
crime. In the best traditions of Jimmy Carter, the entire exercise 
creates a problem where none existed and then deals with it 
incompetently. 

A few days before the BATF made the import ban permanent. 

Bush proposed a new constitutional amendment to prohibit 
desecration of the flag. You have to wonder why he bothered when 
he has such profound contempt for the existing amendments. ^ 
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ROADRUNNERS 

Combat Journalists in Cambodia 

by Haney Howell 


Summer 1973: The war in Cambodia has come down to the slow choking of Phnom 
Penh by the Khmer Rouge. Around the clock, American bombers fight to hold the insurgents 
back — the last gasp of the American presence in Indochina. Documenting these climactic 
final days is a hard-core band of combat journalists, the "Roadrunners." Seen through 
the eyes of American Sam Michaels, the Roadrunners’ drama is played out in the crowded 
streets of Phnom Penh, on the battle-scarred roads around the doomed city and through 
the drugged haze of the local opium den. Riding on bombing convoys and joining raids 
behind enemy lines, Sam is drawn into the web of confusion and mystery that binds 
all factions in this war-torn country, until he stumbles onto a secre* that threatens his 
career, U.S. military operations and the lives of those he loves. 5 'h x 8M>, hardcover, 
296 pp. $21.95 
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CODES, CIPHERS, AND SECRET 
LANGUAGES 

by Fred B. Wrixon 

This fun, informative journey 
through time reveals the secret 
codes of Marie Antoinette, Bene¬ 
dict Arnold and the John Walker 
spy ring, plus heliograph signals. 
Morse code. American Indian 
signs and more. Learn how to 
master these codes and many 
others in clear, easy-to-understand 
steps. 7'A x 9%, hardcover, illus., 
272 pp. $17.95 


U.S. ARMY SPECIAL FORCES 
MEDICAL HANDBOOK 

Paladin’s brand-new update of this 
classic best-seller gives you the info 
you need to stay alive and stay well 
in the field—600 pages show how to 
treat ail kinds of diseases and injur¬ 
ies. In a new compact format, this 
book gives you the knowledge that 
makes the Special Forces medic so 
valuable. 4Vz x 7y<, weatherproof 
softcover, illus., 608 pp. $19.95 


IN SEARCH OF THE ULTIMATE 
MARTIAL ART 

The Jeet Kune Do Experience 

by Jerry Beasley , Ed.D . 
Experience the power of Bruce 
Lee's jeet kune do, the explosive 
art drawn from the best of Eastern 
and Western fighting styles. An 
exclusive collection featuring in¬ 
terviews with Inosanto, Lewis and 
others, and a dynamic presenta¬ 
tion of principles and techniques. 
5’A x 8'A, softcover, photos. 208 
pp $15.95 

MAKE MY DAY! 

Hayduke’s Best Revenge Techniques 
for the Punks in Your Life 

by George Hayduke 
Hayduke is back and meaner than 
ever with this all-new bag of bully- 
busting tricks. Hundreds of ideas 
from readers who rallied to George's 
stirring cry (“Do unto others before 
they get unto you”) fill this antic 
anthology that will amaze and amuse 
you. Make My Day! is intended for 
entertainment purposes only. 5% x 
81A, hardcover, 224 pp. $17.95 
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WARSAW PACT 
WEAPONS HANDBOOK 

by Jacques F. Baud 
Know your enemy — and what he's 
packing. This guide to Soviet/War¬ 
saw Pact weaponry shows how to 
identify, disarm or even use enemy 
equipment. Read about the PB 
silenced Makarov pistol, AKR sub¬ 
machine gun, SVD Dragunov 
sniper rifle, antitank and antiair¬ 
craft weapons, grenades, explo¬ 
sives and more. 8'6 x 11, softcover. 
illus., charts, 168 pp. $15.00 

TO RIDE, SHOOT STRAIGHT AND 
SPEAK THE TRUTH 

by Jeff Cooper 

Combat mind-set, proper sighting, 
tactical residential architecture, 
nuclear war — these are some of the 
many subjects explored by Jeff 
Cooper in this illustrated anthology. 
The author also discusses various 
arms, fighting skills and the impor¬ 
tance of knowing how to defend 
oneself, and one's honor, in our 
rapidly changing world. 5’A x 8'h, 
hardcover, illus., 384 pp. $26.00 


AR-15/M16 SUPER SYSTEMS 

by Duncan Long 

Learn how to customize the reliable 
AR-15 into a system that suits your 
needs. This straightforward text 
details modifications to create a 
super-accurate hunting rifle, Light 
Machine Gun, pistol and more. 
Duncan Long takes up where other 
AR-15 books leave off, challenging 
the conventional wisdom on combat 
firearms. 8Vfe x 11, softcover, photos, 
illus., 144 pp. $19.95 


U.S. NAVY SEAL 
COMBAT MANUAL 

One of the most rare FMs in the field 
of military collecting, with special 
emphasis on underwater demolition 
techniques and explosives. Equip¬ 
ment and tactics employed by this 
elite fighting force are covered, as 
are SEAL weapons, communica¬ 
tions, driving, infiltration and exfiltra¬ 
tion, survival, and more. 8Vi x 11, 
Softcover, photos, illus., 240 pp. 

$14.95 
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GET EVEN: 

The Complete Book of Dirty Trie ks 

A hilarious overview of the methods 
people use to get even withbig busi¬ 
ness, government and enemies, 
-tore sophisticated and involved 
tncks are included, such as ones 
devised by CIA and Mafia members 
and political dirty tricksters.Over 80 
sections present dirty tricks ranging 
from the simple to the elaborate. For 
entertainment only! 5% x 8 Vi. hard¬ 
cover, 192 pp. $t7.95 


U.S, ARMY SPECIAL FORCES 
A-TEAM VIETNAM COMBAT 
MANUAL 

his is the real thing, a reprint of the 
\ Detachment Handbook issued to 
all Special Forces A-Teams during 
the Vietnam War. Everything from 
camp construction to interrogation 
procedures to psyops is covered. A 
must for collectors of military and 
Vietnam memorabilia. 8'A x 11, soft- 
rover, illus., 296 pp. $19.95 


HOW TO GET ANYTHING 
ON ANYBODY 

by Lee Lapin 

Get the goods on others with this 
encyclopedia of advanced investi¬ 
gative and surveillance techniques. 
Here are expert ways to secretly bug 
any target! Info on lock-pick tech¬ 
nology, how polygraphs and voice 
lie detectors can be tricked and 
much more, including more than 
100 sources for equipment and 
superspy systems. 8% x 11, soft- 
cover, illus., 264 op. $30.00 

THE TERRIFYING THREE 
Uzi, Ingram, and Intratec 
Weapons Families 
by Duncan Long 

The Uzi, MAC-10 and TEC-9 sub¬ 
machine guns: are they really the 
ultimate in weaponry? Get the 
straight story from Duncan Long, 
including specs, ammo, aiming 
devices, maintenance, accessories 
and his view of the state of the 
SMG in today’s weapons wars. 
3V& x 11, softcover. 72 photos, 
llus., 136 pp. $20.00 
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TACTICS FOR ALL 
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SPECIAL FORCES 

HANDBOOK..$8.00 

LONG-RANGE PATROL OPERATIONS: 
RECONNAISSANCE, COMBAT & 
SPECIAL OPERATIONS.$14.95 

MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE - 

PALADIN PRESS • P.O. BOX 1307 • I 


SPECIAL FORCES OPERATIONAL 

> TECHNIQUES.. $17.‘ 5 

SWITCHBLADE: THE ACE OF 
BLADES ..$10.00 

i DEEP COVER: POLICE 

INTELLIGENCE OPERATIONS $14.00 
PRIVACY: HOW TO GET IT, 

i HOW TO ENJOY IT.$18.95 

CREDIT: THE CUTTING 

EDGE.$19.95 

; MINI-14: THE PLINKER, HUNTER, 
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I ELSE RIFLE ..$10.00 

THE AR-15/M16: A 

PRACTICAL GUIDE. $16.95 
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T raveling to 
the 

MIDDLE 
EAST?. .. 

Useful phrases not in 
the Berlitz handbook 
include: 

AKBAR KHAL1-KILI 
HAFTIR LOTFAN 
fThank you for showing 
me your marvelous 
gun). 

FEKR GABUL 
CARDAN DAVAT 
PAEH GUSH DIVAR (1 
am delighted to accept 
your kind invitation to 
lie on the floor with my 
arms above my head 
and legs apart). 
SHOMAEH FEKR 
TAMOMEH OEH 
GOFTEH BANDE (I 
agree with everything 
you have ever said or 
thought in your life). 
AUTO ARRAREGH 
DAVATEMAN MANO 
SEPAHEH-HAST (It is 
exceptionally kind of 
you to allow me to 
travel in the trunk of 
your car). 

FASHAL-EH 
TUPEHMAN NA 
DEGAT MANO 
GOFTAM 
CHEESHAYEH 
MOHEMARA 
JEBEHKESHV 
AREHMAN (If you will 
do me the kindness of 
not harming my genital 
appendages I will gladly 
reciprocate by betraying 
my country in public). 
KHREL, JEPAHEH 
MANEH VA JAYEII 
AMERIKAHAY (I will 
tell you the names and 
addresses of many 
American spies traveling 
as reporters). 

BALL], BALLI, BALLI! 
(What ever you say)! 
TIKEH NUNEH BA OB 
KHRELLEH BEZORG 
VA KHRUBE BOYAST 
INO BEGERAM (The 
water-soaked bread 
crumbs are delicious, 
thank you. I must have 
the recipe). 

MATERNIER 
GHERMEZ AHL1EH, 
GHORBAN (The red 
blindfold would be 
lovely, excellency). 


BULLETIN 
BOARD " 



L ost and found 
no. 1 ... 


Keith Hine, 188th ORD Co., 
Vietnam: write Joan Harrington, 
11450 Second St, Treasure Island, 
FL 33706, if you want your Zippo 
back. 



There are still a lot of Nicaraguan refugees from 
communism in Honduras. People in Guatemala and 
El Salvador suffer terror and displacement from 
communist insurrections, and die from lack of 
medical attention. Here pallets of medical supplies 
from Refugee Relief International, Inc. are en route 
to the Threshold Foundation and their medical 
project in Guatemala. Medical supplies of most 
types — except items which must be refrigerated or 
locked up — are urgently needed. Look at a map, 
folks: these are our neighbors. Your donations of 
cash, medical supplies and equipment are 
tax-deductable. Send items or a check to: Refugee 
Relief International, Inc. do SOF Warehouse, 5735 
Arapahoe, Boulder CO 80303. If you want to know 
more what RRII is all about, see their booth at the 
SOF convention in Vegas this September. 


L ost and found 
no. 2... 

Look what Santa Claus left for 
Salvadoran intel agents, buried in 
sugar sacks in San Salvador: 343 
Soviet AKs with 150 rifle scabbards 
and over a million rounds of 
7.62x39mm ammo (with Cuban 
headstamps dating manufacture as 
late as 1988) plus 268 bayonets and 
1,394 magazines, three Sov RPD 
machine guns, 88 Hungarian 9mm 
pistols with 184 magazines and 43 
holsters plus 1,743 rounds of ammo, 
25 .45 pistols plus 55 magazines, 30 
Sov RPG-18s and RPG-7s and 174 
assorted rounds, five U.S. LAWs, 
three improvised bangalore 
torpedoes, 50 Sov F-l frag 
grenades, 892 pounds of TNT, 197 
rolls of Flex-X plastic explosive, 200 
meters det cord, 300 meters fuse, 16 
travel alarms (modified as time 
delays), 5,000 blasting caps, and a 
cartridge in a pear tree. 

SOF’s sources indicate the 
goodies came from Nicaragua in air 
conditioned trucks and were 
destined for use by FMLN 
“commandos” in a series of terrorist 
attacks planned for June. 

Salvadoran police were led to the 
cache, the biggest ever found there, 
by a captured FMLN terrorist. 


F rantic f-15s follow 

PHANTOM FIGHTER: FREE-FLYING 
“FLOGGER” FINALLY FLOPS ON 
FLEMISH FAMILY FOLLOWING 
FLAMEOUT... 

When a Soviet MiG-23 “Flogger” took off from 
Kolberg, Poland, on 4 July the pilot thought he had 
lost power, so he bailed out. Plane sans pilot and 
canopy flew on across Poland, East Germany, West 
Germany and into Belgium near the French border 
before it ran out of fuel and dropped on a house, 
killing the lone occupant Two U.S. F-15s scrambled 
from Soesterberg base in the Netherlands as the 
plane crossed into Western air space, and as it was 
not armed with offensive weapons, or piloted, they 
flew escort in hopes it would make the English 
Channel before it crashed. It almost did. Soviet 
authorities report the pilot is alive. But will probably 
have a long enlistment left before he pays off the 
Flogger. 


L ost and found 
no. 3... 

One Hanoi Jane, lost in Sequoia 
National Park 18-19 June. After 
losing her way Ms. Fonda reportedly 
wrapped herself in a blanket (or was 
it a VC flag) and waited overnight to 
be rescued. 


T ruth be 
told... 

In this world where we rate 
Mikhail Gorbachev as the best thing 
since chocolate chips hit cookies, the 
media tends to overlook the fact that 
the Soviet machine might actually 
have something to do with 
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supporting militant revolutionary 
groups that would like to see 
everything in Sub-Saharan Africa 
become a Soviet satellite. 

There’s one publication, however, 
that looks at the facts, and isn’t 
afraid to buck the mainstream media 
trend of putting whitewash on red 
stars. The Aida Parker Newsletter — 
Perspective on Southern Africa is a 
hardhitting monthly report that 
demands reading — if you’d care to 
hear the other side of the story. 

It’s expensive — $60 a year — 
but we think that’s a small price to 
pay for the truth. For more 
information, or to send your 
subscription, contact APN, Dept. 
SOF, P.O. Box 91059, Auckland 
Park 2006, Republic of South Africa. 


S RI LANKA NOW 

INDIAN COUNTRY... 

Indian Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi has flatly rejected a Sri 
Lankan government request that 
India withdraw its 45,000 soldiers 
from the island. Sri Lankan 
President Ranasinghe Premadasa 
asked India to withdraw its forces, 
citing their right to do so under the 
agreement that brought the Indian 
peacekeeping force to the island in 
1987 to disarm Tamil separatists 
(see “Tamil Tigers of Eelam,” SOF, 
October ’88). In making his refusal, 
Gandhi stated, “India was a joint 
guarantor of the Indo-Sri Lanka 
agreement and until it is fully 
completed we are responsible, 
primarily for the security of Tamils in 


Sri Lanka, but also for the unity and 
integrity of that island” History 
again finds a people seeking 
protection from their protectors. 


C RUEL 

SHOES?... 

Over 200 people were reported 
injured and one killed in 
predominantly Moslem Bangladesh 
when Moslems attacked shops 
owned by the Canadian-based Bata 
Shoe Company. Protesting Moslems 
considered a design on certain Bata 
sandals to be 1 "blasphemous” as it 
bears a resemblance to the Arabic 
characters for “Allah.” The shoes 
are manufactured in Bangladesh by 
Bata, who issued a public apology, 
saying the design’s similarity to the 
name Allah was unintentional, and 
that the design was in fact provided 
to them by a Bangladeshi Moslem. 
The perceived affront was 
compounded by the fact that 
Moslems consider the sole of the 
foot to be a symbol of disrespect. 
Five Bata executives were ordered 
to appear before a magistrate to 
answer charges. Meanwhile, back in 
Washington our extreme court has 
ruled it’s OK to bum the flag. 


Y ellow rain 

FOR HANOI JANE?... 

From the tacky-if-truc department 
comes scuttlebutt of Viet Vets who 
have calculated that they — based 
on median ages — will mostly 


outlive Hanoi Jane. Why is this 
calculation germane? Seems there is 
a movement afoot among Viet Vets 
who plan to eventually anoint her 
final resting place. That will probably 
require a Vietnamese visa and a 
six-pack to go. R. I. Pee, Ms. Hanoi. 


P OOR MAN’S 
NUKES... 

Speaking of Chem/Bio warfare, 
Iraq is thought to currently be the 
the world’s largest CW producer, 
churning out 720 tons of mustard 
gas and 96 tons of nerve gas a year 
at the State Enterprise for Pesticide 
Production plant at Samarra. Secret 
research on even more potent nerve 
gases is conducted at Salman Pak. 
Four other facilities capable of gas 
production have been identified. 
Libya, North Korea, Burma, Ethopia 
and Vietnam are among some 20 
Third World nations reportedly 
producing or stockpiling chemical 
weapons. In West Germany the 
former director of a chemical 
company accused of helping Libya 
build a chemical weapons plant has 
been arrested. 


N ew guinea, 

NEW GOLD... 

Mt. Kare, Papua New Guinea, is 
the site of one of the richest gold 
strikes in recent history, with natives 
getting as much as two troy ounces 
per pan from an alluvial deposit 
sloughing off the south side of the 
mountain. Commercial exploration 
for lode-type deposits has begun. 
Traditional shell money is being 
replaced by ounce ’n bigger nuggets 
among the natives, who have 
already recovered an estimated 
quarter of a million ounces by hand. 
At 9,000 feet the rush area is cold, 
wet, inhospitable, and supplied by 
chopper. Broke promoters, trinket 
traders not welcome. Try T.C. 

Welsh, Principal Economic 
Geologist, Geological Survey of 
Papua New Guinea, Port Moresby, 
Papua New Guinea, for info. 


A 40TH FOR 
THE 25TH... 

Current and former members of 
25th Infantry Division will meet for 
their 40th annual reunion in 
Washington, D.C. in November. 
Write 25th Inf. Div. Assoc., Box 
5439 Friendship Station, 
Washington, DC 20016. 

Continued on page 87 
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Buy Direct & Save! 

Call 1-312-253-7080 for Fast Delivery 


Visa, Mastercard and American Express accepted! 
Low Prices! Top Quality Merchandise! 

Mail Orders Accepted - Send Check or Money Order! 


"The Big One" 

World's Largest Survival Knife 

This is the knife you've been 
waiting for! Made tough, it 
features a big 10 inch 420 J 

stainless steel blade. Sports .jj 

men, hunters, fishermen, .dm 

and campers will find 
"The Big One" can lake 
it no matter how lough 
the task. It's more than jflr 
just a knife. Features: jHffi 

• 5" watertight black 
aluminum hollow 

handle. f^Em 

• Liquid filled ^^Em 

compass. 

• Rugged black i^^E 
leather sheath m^^E 
with sharp- 

ening stone. L• 


"Ninja" 

Pistol Crossbow 
New hand-held crossbow is com¬ 
pact, silent and deadly. Powerful 
40 lb. draw. Micro-adjustable 
sights. Aluminum body, con¬ 
toured pistol grips. 11-1/4" over¬ 
all. Comes with 3 - 6" bolts. 
#214005 $49.95 


"Little Black Box" 

Amazing device automatically 
starts your recorder whenever the 
telephone is picked up and stops 
recorder when phone is hung up! 
Attaches anywhere along the line. 
Plugs into any recorder. Creates 
no interference or noise on the 
line. rx2"x2". Warning: Not to 
be used for surveillance! 

#310101 Alligator Clip $34.95 
#310102 Modular Plug $34.95 


Tear Gas Guns 

Eight shot .22 caliber revolver or 

6- shot automatic fires tear gas car¬ 
tridges or blanks as fast as you can 
pull the trigger. Heavy-duty metal 
construction with quick, easy 
ejection. Checkered grips. Comes 
with holster, tear gas and blanks. 
8-Shot Revolver 

#260110 Blue $21.95 

#260120 Chrome $26.95 

7- Shot Automatic 

#260510 Blue $24.95 

#260520 Chrome $29.95 

Extra Tear Gas (10) $3.00 

Blanks (50) $4.00 


Super Snooper 

Extremely sensitive, printable, 
electronic listening device ampli¬ 
fies and feeds all available sounds 
through stereo headphones (in¬ 
cluded). Automatic shut-off cir¬ 
cuit measures incoming signal and 
protects you from harmful high 
volume noise. You can hear a 
whisper at 100 yds.; a car door 
shutting at 5 blocks; your dog hot 
on a trail 2 miles away. Uses stan¬ 
dard 9-volt battery. Warning: Not 
to be used for eavesdropping. 
#310300 $89.95 

Bionic Booster increases the re¬ 
ceiving surface area 37 times, 
making it more directional and 
powerful. Snaps on and off easily. 
#310301 $39.95 


Tap Detector 

Protection for . 
your phone, / 

computer / 
modem, jL 
FAX or 
telex. 


> • Survival 

kit inside 
handle fea¬ 
tures wire 
saw, matches, 
needles, nylon 
line, fishhooks, 
and sinkers. 
#17718 

$24.95 


/ Tap Detector - 
an indispensable 
tool which lets you 
know when anyone 
is tapping either your 
home or office phone. 
If the green light goes out you 
know someone is listening in! You 
can then continue your conversa¬ 
tion, alter its course or simply end 
it. Use ‘Tap Detector” and have 
peace of mind. Easy instructions. 
#311400 (Retail $50.) $29.95 


Badges & Case 

Flaunt your authority! Profes¬ 
sional badges in six styles - Spe¬ 
cial Investigator, Security Guard, 
Special Officer, Deputy Sheriff, 
Special Police, Private Detective. 
1-1/2" wide, 2-1/4" high. Nickel 
plated brass. Specify model when 
ordering. Comes complete with 
badge holder and ID Card. 

#B5 $6.95 


New V 

Crosman H 

co, Peiiet mm 
Revolver 'S 

Brand new look-a-like, feel-a-Iike 
and shoot-a-like model of the fa¬ 
mous .357 Python. Handles and 
shoots like the real thing. Fires 
. 177 caliber pellets at velocities up 
to 390 fps with a 6" rifled-steel 
barrel for incredible accuracy. 
Comes with 6-shot and NEW 10- 
shot clip and maintenance kit. 60 
shots per CO, cartridge. 

#464403 $69.95 

. 177 Cal Pellets, 250/pkg. $3.95 
CO, Cartridges, 5 to pack $4.95 


Black Book of Dirty Tricks 
"Improvised Munitions Hand¬ 
book" is the most sought after 
here-to-fore impossible to ob¬ 
tain Army Manual. Includes 
revealing chapters on: Mines & 
Grenades, Small Arms Weap¬ 
ons & Ammo, Mortars & Rock¬ 
ets, Incendiary Devices, Fuses, 
Ignition & Delay Mechanisms. 
Tells how to make Rocket 
Launchers, Pistols, Shotguns 
and Recoilless Rifles from easy 
to obtain materials and more! 
#BB $10.00 


Phaser Super Tear Gas 

The safest personal defense prod¬ 
uct available. Ultra-high emission 
fire extinguisher valve shoots tear 
gas at distances up to 20 feet. 
Renders assailant instantly help¬ 
less, causing extreme burning to 
eyes, nose and throat. Will not 
cause permanent injury. 

#261201 $14.95 


Wrist Lock Slingshot 

Goliath would have run if David 
had this pistol grip competition 
slingshot. The most versatile and 
powerful one made. Ideal for pre¬ 
cise long distance shooting. 
#MI01 $9.95 


Double-Lock Handcuffs 

Official Detective type carried by 
police officers. Nickel plated 
hardened steel. 

#270200 $14.95 


Special Forces Survival Knife 


Grenades 

Look and feel like 
the real thing but 
are completely 
harmless. Full 
weight with de¬ 
tachable lever 
and pin. WW 11 
Pineapple 
#1721G0 $9.95 


The GUN made for FUN! 

The GAT Air Pistol j 

This is unique as air pistols go, 

shoots not only pellets and darts, 

but also a cork which comes out 

with a crack. Comes with 10 darts, 75 .177 cal. 

pellets along with a steel barrel rod. It is well finished 

in matte black. High velocity . Hard hitting! 

#GI00 $29.95 

#177 GAT Air Pistol Refill Kit - Contains 100 .1 
darts and 9 corks. 


11" overall, 440C surgical steel blade. Watertight black ABS hollow 
handle, screw-on butt cap with liquid filled compass. Morse code and 
ground-to-air rescue signals embossed on ABS sheath. Comes with 
survival kit in handle. Retail $34.95 

#SF1 $19.95 


Your Supply Depot, Ltd. 

1831 W. Algonquin Rd. #215, 
For Fast Delivery Mt. Prospect, IL 60056 

Call (312) 253-7080 Illinois Residents add 1 % Tax! 


Rambo III Miniature Bowie 

Exact replica of the giant 16" Rambo® III Bowie... only this one is just 
6-1/2" long! Blade length is 4". Tang stamped RAMBO® III. Cowhide 
sheath included. Genuine hardwood handle. Heavy-duty Stainless Steel 
handguard and butt cap. Custom designed by Gil Hibben. 

#K246 Miniature Rambo® III $29.95 

#K106 RAMBO UI, Full Size (Retail-$H0.) $99.95 

Knife Design Patent pending by Gil Hibben of Hibben Enterprises. ® }988 Carotco. 
All Rights Reserved. Used under Authorization 


New 65,000 Volt 
Mini-Zapper 

Smallest, lightest stun gun avail¬ 
able. Weighs only a few ounces 
but packs a 60,000 volt bite that 
will stop any attacker. A one sec¬ 
ond jolt will cause muscle spasms 
and a dazed condition but will not 
cause permanent damage. Under 
no condition can you suffer a 
charge-back to your body. I year 
warranty. Uses 9 volt battery. 
#310802 $49.95 

Ni-Cad Battery & Charger 
#310801 $19.95 


Ordering Information 

By Mail: Use coupon or separate sheet. Mail order with check, 
money order or credit card information to Your Supply Depot, Ltd., 
1831 W. Algonquin Rd. #215, Mt. Prospect, IL 60056 
By Phone: Call 1-312-253-7080. Have all product and credit card 
information ready. Hours 9 A.M. to 5 P.M. CST Monday-Friday. 
COD orders accepted. COD charge $5 extra. 


Address 


State_ Zip_ Dept. SF-1B 

Supply Depot does not warrant that you may legally purchase, possess or 
carry air guns, stun guns, etc. By ordering you acknowledge that you are 
an adult and there are no legal restrictions to purchasing. 
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P eoples 

LIBERATION 
ARMY IT WAS 
NOT... 

Sirs: 

In your August issue, 
received in early July, 
the Bulletin Board talks 
about the People’s 
Liberation Army of Red 
China perhaps being a 
real “People’s 
Liberation Army,” since 
at the time of its writing 
the massacre of the 
Chinese demonstrators 
had not yet taken place. 

A few years ago I 
wrote, criticizing SOF for 
its softening stand on 
Red China, advertising 
for Chinese communist 
firearms, etc. You 
should be ashamed for 
falling for the liberals’ 
belief in the “good” 
communists. The only 
good communists are 
those with a bullet or 
bayonet letting in the 
fresh air. I hope you 
have learned the lesson 
of your Red Chinese 
glasnost Next time just 
go to Disneyland for 
your fantasy trips. 

John F. Mueller 
Toledo, Ohio 

Point well taken. At 
the time the item was 
written, the PLA’s 38th 
Army had refused 
orders to enter Beijing 
and suppress the 
demonstrations, which 
was the reason for the 
item's optimistic tone. A 
number of the latter's 
officers have since 
reportedly been 
executed for their 
mistaken belief that they 
were the army of the 
people. We will 
obviously be more 
careful in the future 
about letting hope 
triumph over reason. 



FLAK 



T hey wouldn’t 

DO THAT... 

Sirs: 

I’m writing for two reasons. 

First, I wish to thank you for a splendid magazine. 
Second, one of the Swedish workers at Bai Bang, 
Vietnam, claimed about a year ago to have seen 
what must have been American POWs. She was in 
the news for a short spell, but no one believed her. 
After all, Sweden would not send aid to a nation 
that kept POWs so long after the end of the war? 
(Sarcasm.) Or violated human rights? (Grosser 
sarcasm.) 

C. Carlsson 
Sweden 

Other readers have pointed out that a Japanese 
monk released by Hanoi in January told of seeing 
Americans still being held prisoner. Hanoi, of 
course, denied that any ‘ Americans" were held. In 
a Wall Street Journal article, reporter Bill Paul 
pointed out that Hanoi's interpretation of the 1949 
Geneva Convention “allows it to strip a POW of his 
rights — including even his nationality — the 
moment he is accused of being a war criminal." 
“War criminal" and u POW" were generally 
synonymous to Hanoi, and they equate a war 
criminal to a common criminal. In their minds, they 
have no obligation to release information on 
“i common criminals." As Paul wrote, "Thus, Hanoi 
could still be holding hundreds of U.S. soldiers and 
yet publicly deny holding any American prisoners .” 

We, and countless other organizations and 
individuals, have been shaking the U.S. government 
bureaucratic tree for years in a so-far futile attempt 
to jerk some positive action loose on accountability 
for our POW/MIA service personnel in Southeast 
Asia. We'll keep trying. 


G un 

GRAB ’89... 

Sirs: 

Mao Tse Tung once said, 

“Political power comes from the 
barrel of a gun.” This fact is being 
well illustrated by on-going events in 
China. Also well illustrated is what 
happens to a disarmed populace. 
More “gun control” anyone? 

Just say no. 

Del E. Myers 
Tucson, Arizona 

Why hasn’t the NRA: 

Brought out the fact that it’s the 
handgun control groups yelling the 
loudest to ban rifles. Pete Shields 
and Michael Beard have been lying 
all these years saying that their 
groups would never want to ban 
long guns. 

Brought out the fact that for years 
anti-gun groups have been using the 
“Miller case test” to show cheap 
handguns are not constitutionally 
protected because they are not 
“militia (military) weapons.” Today 
they contend that a gun has to have 
a “sporting purpose” to be 
legitimately owned by the public and 
protected by the Constitution and 
that military weapons should be 
banned. 

Made the case that the current 
move to ban semiautomatics is not a 
result of Patrick Purdy, but started 
several years ago in California. The 
Metzenbaum bill was drafted long 
before the Stockton incident 
Exposed the inconsistency in the 
purported reason to ban 
semiautomatics. The public was first 
told it was to keep these weapons 
out of the hands of the likes of 
Purdy. Recently, the story has 
changed and now semiautos have 
been linked to drug trafficking. 
They’re now the “weapon of choice 
among drug dealers and criminals.” 
(The Saturday Night Special has lost 
that top spot, we suppose.) 

Brought up the fact that the 
Second Amendment doesn’t limit 
itself to only “sporting guns” or 
“guns that the government 
determines have a sporting 
purpose.” 

Expressed the position of many 
NRA members that this ban is where 
the government crosses the line into 
tyranny. 

We could go on, but you should 
get the point. The sorry state we find 
ourselves in is a direct result of 
compromising and appeasing the 
liberal press by appearing to be 
“reasonable.” The anti-gun rabble, 
like jackals, look for any signs of 
weakness. When they find them, 
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Padded 
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Included Can’t See You - 0ur BRAND 

NEW INFRA-RED Find-R- 
Scope® NITE-SITE is the tech- 
V nological breakthrough you’ve 

been waiting for. Previously 
available only to qualified scientific accounts, we now bring this powerful 
system to the general public. Put the ultimate in hi-tech on your side, TURN 
NIGHT INTO DAY. Ideal for surveillance, war games, police work, home 
security, survival settings, urban patrolling... the applications are endless. 

* Nite-Site is a hand-held unit featuring: 1) ONE INFRA-RED VIEWING 
TUBE; 2) A POWERFUL BUILT-IN LIGHT SOURCE; 3) TOP QUALITY 
25mm FOCUSING LENS; 4) “FINE TUNING” FOCUS EYEPIECE. The 
entire system runs on three “C” cell batteries. RANGE IS 150 YARDS, 
focus from 6" to infinity. Plus, for optional brighter infrared illumination of 
close-up subjects and for long distance viewing, we provide 1) a powerful 
110,000 candlepower rescue light; 2) a 4-1/2“ concave IR filter, and 3) a 5- 
3/8" flat IR filter. Attach filters to flashlights, car & boat spotlights, etc. Now 
you’ve got a VERSATILE INFRARED SYSTEM TO MEET YOUR SPE¬ 
CIFIC REQUIREMENTS, NEAR OR FAR. 

* Find-R-Scope® NITE SITE is not a starlight system. It’s actually 
SUPERIOR in many applications to comparably priced units. NO “tube 
flare’ 1 . NO damage to IR tubes in daylight or if exposed to bright light (an im¬ 
provement over surplus IR models). A better viewing system for urban 
applications where house, street & car lights are present; provides pinpoint 
bright illumination in the field and on water. AND BEST OF ALL THIS 
AMERICAN-MADE IR SYSTEM COMES WITH A ONE YEAR WAR¬ 
RANTY (TUBE), AND 90 DAYS ON OTHER COMPONENTS (if unit needs 
repair after warranty expires, parts are readily available). 

* Money Back Guarantee. Price: $1,875.00+ $20.00 UPS Next Day Air 
shipping. MC/Visa, check, money order & COD accepted. For COD send 
$500.00 deposit, pay remaining cash on delivery. 

The Name Is XONIX 

The Cutting Edge Of Timepiece Technology 
Take the BEST COMPONENTS from major companies 
like SEIKO, CITIZEN, NEC, MATSUSHfTA, and WEST 
GERMAN concerns, then make a top quality watch part 
by part: That's the XONIX Analog Professional Diver’s 
Watch. This is ONE GOOD LOOKING YET TOUGH 
WATCH to wear on land or in the deep. Top quality 
Seiko quartz movement... 100% water resistant to 
200- meters...two year battery...accuracy to +/-0.5 
sec/day...mineral crystal lens...illuminated 
I dial...shock proof movement holder...time ring 
beze!...stainless steel case back, support ring 
and stopper...the list goes on. This analog 
watch’s large face is easy to read; displays 
date, too. Midnite Black band and case. This 
was Japan's best selling divers analog watch in 
1987...now it's available in the United States at a 
special introductory price of $48.00 postpaid. Order 
#QM2. OR, step up to GOLD or two-tone SILVER/ 
GOLD (water resistant to 100m) band and case-back, 
your choice, just $63.00 postpaid. Order #ROX-G 
(gold) or ROX-2T (s/g). Looks like a $10,000 Ro!ex...but 
the name is XONIX. Full warranty - order TODAY the 
watch that’s made smart so you don’t have to pay mil¬ 
lionaire prices! 



postpaid ^ / 

The VanSleek Farfoon generation of ^ I — 

Distant Sound Detectors combines 
the best features of older models to 

bring you the most versatile unit yet developed. Utilizes a 3-1/2“ built- in 
parabolic dish with “spider-mount” super-sensitive microphone for Sound 
Mirror effect, previously found only on larger, more cumbersome sound 
detectors. VanSleek features handy size (weighs about 2-lbs.), is easy to 
use in tight places. Made for professional hunters to hear approaching 
animals at great distance, the VanSleek has been discovered by the 
security industry. On city terrain, sounds leap across blocks and streets. 
Solid state-of-the-art circuitry. Sound cut-off. Powered by 6 penlight 
batteries for increased amplitude. Use VanSleek and enjoy mirrored sound 
. gathering not possible with direct receiver products. Sold world-wide to 
| government, military, police, hunters & fishermen. Discover the range of 
uses on land and sea; satisfaction guaranteed. $148.00 postpaid. 

Bug Box 

gjs' You Need The BUG BOX 





HE’S BACK ... AND 
SO IS HIS HAT! 

Just like the hat worn by INDY himseff. Fa¬ 
mous Stetson quality: 100% brown wool felt, 
matching band with classy INDIANA JONES 
hatpin. AUTHENTIC label inside. Why should 
Indy have all the fun? Grab some for yourself, 
specify S (6- 3/4 - 6-7/8) M (7 - 7-1 /8) L (7-1/4 - 
7-3/8) XL (7-1/2 - 7-5/8) and order #IJ, $34.95. 
TM and copyright 1989 LucasfUm LTD. (LFL) All 
Rights Reserved. John B. Stetson Authorized User. 


Assure telephone privacy with this telephone 
tap detector. It’s the only device we know of that 
prevents same line eavesdropping PLUS noti¬ 
fies you of unauthorized intrusion onto your 
line. Just plug modular phone into tiny (3” x 2“ 
1") BUG BOX, then plug BUG BOX into wall 
jack. Now you’ve got PRIVACY: an indicator 
light tells you when someone is “listening in". 
BONUS: Attach BUG BOX to every phone in 
your house, then you, AND ONLY YOU, can 
access the phone. BUG BOX not only tells you 
if someone else is on the line, it KEEPS THEM 
OFF with its privacy shut-out circuit. Buy one 
BUG BOX and use its indicator light to monitor 
line intrusion; buy as many BUG BOX’S as you 
have phones and enjoy total privacy shut-out 
plus visible light indicators. Order BUG BOX for 
$48.00 postpaid and each additional unit for 
$30.00. I 


MC/Visa & COD orders call toll free 1-800-821-5157 

Mail in orders send check or money order to the address below. 

. i_ Missouri customers call 816-221-3581 

The Dutchman 

Dept. 1089 P/ease ship: 

Item 

P.O. Box 12548 - 

Overland Park, KS 66212 

Tntal onrlncoH 


Total $ enclosed 


Address 


©1989 
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they attack en masse with incredible 
viciousness. The NRA has shown 
weakness with predictable results. 
Donald M. Reilly, Annual 
Member 

Donald J. Reilly, Life Member 
Jackson, Mississippi 


P LAYING 

WITH FIRE... 

Sirs: 

My only question is, “What in the 
hell is going on here?” First we see 
an assault on our right to own and 
use modem firearms and now the 
country’s highest court tells some 
flag burning puke that what he did is 
within his rights? 1 am sure that 1 
speak for most of America’s veterans 
when I say, “Like hell he is!” 

I have a message for anyone who 
would like to bum the flag in my 
presence. Try burning a flag in front 
of me and you’ll get a free trip to 
the hospital to think about the error 
in your ways! Those of us who 
would die for that flag are “mad as 
hell and we’re not going to take it 
anymore!” You can take that to the 
bank! 

Richard L. Fields 
Stanwood, Iowa 

Like everyone else, I was annoyed 
by the Supreme Court’s decision on 
flag burning being a freedom 
protected by the First Amendment. 
What is the difference between 
burning a flag, a cross, or painting 
swastikas? 

All three forms of “expression are 


done to antagonize the viewers.” If 
one is to be covered, then the others 
should be also. 

My interpretation of the First 
Amendment is that 1 have the 
freedom to express words and 
values. 1 do it in good taste and in 
ways that conform to society’s 
standards. 

The Court decided that the 
freedom of expression should be 
protected even if it is in bad taste. 
The above forms of “expression” 
are in bad taste and definitely do not 
conform to society’s norm. I guess 
that is what freedom is all about 
Carmine Pescatore 
Freehold, New Jersey 


T hat was 
no hind. 

Sirs: 

Re: Soviet Hinds in America (Flak, 
SOF, July ’89), what Mr. Fusselman 
saw was a Korean War-era Sikorsky 
H-55 specially converted to 
resemble the Hind-D/E by liberal use 
of fiberglass — not the Made in 
USSR version.... 

Jack E. Hammond 
Defense Data 
Spiceland, Indiana 

Several sharp-eyed readers have 
pointed out to us that the armed 
forces are acquiring U.S.-built Hind 
imitations based on the Sikorsky 
H-55 for training and R&D 
purposes. See ‘Homebrewed 
Hinds, ” on page 50 of this issue. 


T he green 
lie. .. 

Sirs: 

Your comments on “Viet-Vet 
Impostors” (Bulletin Board, SOF, 
Aug. ’89) were a little on the 
“Tiananmen Square” side. Please 
consider this, if you will. 

When I joined up in the early 
1960s, I had a high school friend 
who was going to join with me on 
the “Buddy System” that the 
services had going then. I was 
accepted, but he was rejected for 
astigmatism. Xin loi! But, he wanted 
to go. 

And this is precisely the point 1 want 
to make. You all know the many 
divisions brought about in our society 
as a result of the war. Now, many 
people are looking back at the war 
years and feeling shame for coming 
down so hard on the soldiers who 
went voluntarily or by draft to 
Southeast Asia. 1 will grant you that 
there are a lot of “cowboys” out 
there, but there are also beaucoup 
people who wanted to go but for one 
reason or the other could not, and 
there are even those who disagreed 
with the war who now feel shamed 
they did not go. 

My buddy is just such a person. 
Even in my presence he will tell 
people of “our” exploits in uniform. 

I personally think that it’s a pity, 
even a tragedy, like so much else 
that made up the war. Perhaps we 
to some degree share in this 
problem, as there has been a recent 
“glorification” of the war through 
books, films and the like. Every man 
wants to be brave, or wishes that he 
could be, so don’t come down so 
hard on these people. As long as 
they’re not asking for G1 benefits or 
trying for public office, no sweat. 
Besides, it is said that imitation is the 
sincerest form of flattery. 

Semper Fi! 

Boyce C. Wright 
Florida 

Granted, there are some who did 
not serve through no fault of their 
own or for entirely honorable 
reasons, but we can't sanction 
saying that you participated in a war 
when you did not. That is living a 
lie, and those who do it dishonor 
both themselves and those who 
were there. To take it one step 
further, how many troops actually 
had bullets thrown their way? To 
hear it told now, there couldn't have 
been more than 10 or so logistics 
types in Vietnam for the number of 
u There I was up to my neck in VC" 
stories currently afloat. But, we 
begrudge those far less than 
distorting actual service in the war. ^ 
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3 **(17 OUTFITTERS OF THE PROFESSIONALS 

M SOF EXCHANGE • P.O. Box 687, Boulder, CO 80306 • Phone 1-800-323-1776 opr. 131. 


NEW T-SHIRT !#NEW T-SHIRT!*NEW T-SHIRT! 


#1025 

Lucy's Tiger Den 
White *12.95 


$9.95 





#1001 
SOF Logo 
Black *9.95 





Back 




READ MY LIPS 

.. .the right of the people 
to keep and bear arms, 
shall not be infringed. 


Front 

#1018 
Seal Team 
Silver *9.95 

#1011 
Grenada 
Silver *9.95 


#1024 

Anytime Khadafft 
LL Blue *10.95 

Front 



#1021 
Delta 
LL Blue *10.95> 



Front 


#1035 
Assault Rifle 
White with 
design in red 
& blue *10.95 


Back 


#1008 
Visit Lebanon 
Tan *9.95 


PEACE 



sm*mt 
N*£P0m* 


AEROFLOT 



OFFICIAL AIRLINES OF 
THE AFGHANISTAN 
HBtfASt OS. WITHDRAWAL 


#1031 

Aeroflot 
Silver with 
design in Red 
*10.95 



#1002 - Peace 
White *9.95 


#1009 
SOF HK 
Black *9.95 


#1005 
Special Forces 
Black *9.95 


SPECIAL FORCES 



LIVING BY CHANCE 
LOVING BY CHOICE 
KILLING BY PROFESSION 




NEW! 



#1027 

Rhodesian Army 
White *9.95 



RHODESIAN 

ARMY 


Back 


Back 


QTY. 

ITEM NO. 

SIZE 

AMOUNT 

















T-Shirts available in S, M, L, XL. SUB TOTAL 

XXL available for $1.00 addition¬ 
al. Please include $2.00 for the Postage & Handling 
first item ordered, include $1.00 
for each additional item for post- ^^(Coio^es 3 ) 

age and handling. Overseas 
orders add 40%. Please allow 4-6 
weeks for delivery. total 



SOF EXCHANGE 

Mail to: SOF EXCHANGE, ST 10/89, P.O. Box 687, Boulder, CO 80306 

We accept telephone orders on MasterCard & Visa — call us at toll-free — 
1-800-323-1776, operator 131. NEW! FAX YOUR ORDER 303-444-5617! 

PAYMENT: □ VISA/MASTERCARD □ CHECK ENCLOSED □ COD 

Card #___ 

Exp- 

NAME__ 

ADDRESS___ 

CITY_STATE_ZIP_ 

For customer service calls, dial (303) 449-3750 — between 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 
p.m. mountain time. 






















































THE RPG-7 is the most common 
infantry antitank rocket launcher in the 
world today. Both the Soviet Union 
and the People’s Republic of China 
(PRC) export this weapon in prodi¬ 
gious quantities, and it is made by 10 
other countries. Press reports indicate 
that the RPG-7 and its variants can be 
found in nearly every Third World 
country and that they are used by most 
guerrilla movements. In a future con¬ 
flict, the likelihood of finding large 
numbers of unexpended RPG-7 
rounds is great. The round itself can be 
used as an off-route antitank mine us¬ 
ing techniques similar to those of the 
M24 3.5-inch off-route mine kit 

In all probability, the Germans in¬ 
vented the off-route mine by adopting 
their Panzerfaust antitank rocket for 
this task. The three advantages of off- 
route mines are surprise, minimal 
equipment and greater discretion in 
hitting desired high-value targets. The 
United States M66 off-route mine kit 
has a seismic alert device that senses 
the vibrations of a vehicle. This arms 
the mine, and when the vehicle breaks 
an IR beam, the rocket is fired. Nor¬ 
mally, this mine is used for an ambush 
with troops , or, if left unattended, as a 
boobytrap. Nearly any antitank rocket 
can be converted into an off-route 
mine. The 3.5-inch rocket is the basis 
for the United States M24/M66 off- 
route mines. 

The RPG-7 (Soviet) or Type 69 
(PRC) round is a rocket-assisted gre¬ 
nade weighing 4.6 pounds, with an 
overall length of 36.62 inches (93 cm). 
The diameter of the PG-7 sustainer 
motor and booster is 40mm, however 
for the booster to ignite properly, the 
internal diameter of the last half of the 
RPG-7 launcher is greater than 40mm. 
When fired from the launcher, this 
round has a maximum range of 920 
meters. The Soviet PG-7 rocket has a 
self-destruction fuse set for 920 
meters, whereas the Chinese PG-7 
does not. The round arms at 5 meters 
and has an initial velocity of 117 
meters/second. At 11 meters, the sus¬ 
tainer motor ignites, accelerating the 
round to 294 meters/second. The 
HEAT warhead has a point-initiating, 
base-detonating fuse and can pene¬ 
trate 13 inches (330mm) of armor at 
90 degrees. There are two different 
Soviet PG-7 antitank rounds, the 
familiar 85mm warhead, and the new¬ 
er PG-7V 70mm warhead. Both 
rounds function in the same manner. 

Both the Soviet and PRC PG-7 
HEAT rounds are painted drab olive 
green. Soviet PG-7 rounds are packed 
six to a crate, but Chinese PG-7 rounds 
are packaged four to a box. Soviet 
practice rounds are painted black, 
whereas the PRC practice rounds most 
often appear as unpainted natural 



COMBAT 
EAPONCRAFT 


by David W. Szelowski 


Ad Hoc HEAT 


steel. The Soviet two-man RPG-7 
team will carry five rounds, two with 
the gunner and three with the assistant 
gunner. These rounds are carried in an 
accessory bag that will contain tools for 
the launcher in addition to the rounds. 
The grenade is packaged in two parts: 
the sustainer motor/warhead as one 
unit, and the booster as the second. 
The round must be assembled before 
launching. 

Once fired, the RPG-7 round is sta¬ 
bilized by four small fins that deploy 
upon leaving the launching tube. 
These fins spin the round in flight, giv¬ 
ing the round added accuracy. When 
firing in a cross wind, the combination 
of an oversized warhead with small fins 
causes the round to fly up-wind. 

When used as an expedient off- 
route mine the RPG-7 wll have five 
components: the PG-7 rocket, launch¬ 
ing tube, firing pin, trigger, and a trip 
wire. All of these items can usually be 
found on the battlefield. With the ex¬ 
ception of the PG-7 round, the remain¬ 
ing items are field expedients that are 
non-standard. 

HOGSTit 

I 

Arrangement of PG-7 round. 


WARHM.B 


MOTOR 


Launcher 

A plastic (PVC) pipe with an internal 
diameter greater than 50mm and a 
length of about 37.5 inches (950mm) 
can be used as the launcher. PVC pipe 
is generally used for electrical conduit 
and light plumbing and can frequently 
be found in newer buildings. American 
PVC pipes come in Vi-inch incre¬ 
ments, and the smallest suitable size is 
1.75 inches. A metal pipe, of copper, 
steel or aluminum, can also be used 
and should have the same diameter as 
the PVC pipe. 

The pipe must not be warped and an 
inspection of the interior is necessary to 
insure the pipe is straight and that no 
foreign objects obstruct it. 

Set the PG-7 round next to the pipe, 


so that the warhead extends beyond 
the edge of the pipe. Find the per¬ 
cussion cap on the booster of the PG- 
7, approximately 9 inches (225mm) 
from the bottom edge of the warhead. 
Mark that location on the PCV tube, 
and drill a Vfe to 3 /4-inch hole in the pipe 
there. If a drill is not available, a heated 
cleaning rod or screwdriver can be 
used. This hole will be the firing pin 
assembly hole. For the metal, if a drill is 
not available, drive a large nail into the 
pipe, but be careful not to dent the 
pipe. 

If a plastic pipe cannot be found, an 
expended M72 LAW launcher can be 
used. The firing pin hole is easiest to 
drill on the bottom side of the launcher. 
The LAW launcher needs to be fully 
extended. 

Use a flexible piece of wood or flexi¬ 
ble metal and secure one end to the 
back-blast end of the tube. It may be 
necessary to place a small piece of 
wood on the back-blast end of the 
tube, to give the striker a greater bend 
and additional force. This striker 
should be about 900mm long. Tape, 
rope or wire can be used to secure the 
striker to the tube. 

Firing Pin Assembly 

A cork stopper, of the type found in 
wine bottles, should be used. The stop¬ 
per may require carving so that the 
assembly will fit into the hole made in 
the pipe. When placed into the trigger 
hole, the stopper should just touch the 
PG-7 round. Once carved properly, 
drill a small hole in the center of the 
cork. If a drill is not available, cut the 
cork lengthwise, and carve a channel. 
Use tape or wire to put the cork back 
together. A nail is placed in the drilled 
hole so that the sharp end is flush with 
the end of the cork. 



Wine bottle cork and nail used as 
firing pin assembly. 
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ORDER FORM 

Please mail by October 31,1989. 

Limit: One collection per subscriber. 

The Franklin Mint 
Franklin Center, PA 19091 

Please send me the 12 Official Badges of the 
Great Western Lawmen at the rate of one every 
other month. Bill me for each badge in two 
equal monthly installments of $27.50*, beginning 
when my first badge is ready to be sent. 

*Plus my state sales lax and 
a total of $1. shipping and handling for each badge. 


Signature 


Name 

ALL ORDERS ARE SUBJECT TO ACCEPTANCE 

Address 

PLEASE PRDvT CLEARLY 

City _ _, 


State, Zip 


nanacranea in soiia sterling silver ana 
24 karat gold on sterling 

They wore the badge. Because it stood 
for courage and integrity in the Old West. 
And now you can own the badges of the 
great Western lawmen. Re-created for the 
first time in the Western Heritage 
Museum’s official collection. 

Twelve famous badges iii all—each one 
as unique as the brave lawman who wore it. 
All based on extremely rare originals — 
many of which were tho ught to have 
vanished—until an exhaustive search 
was undertaken to recover them. 

Each badge is actually minted in solid 
sterling silver from hand-engraved dies to 
capture every authentic detail. 

And the legendary badge of Pat Garrett is 
24 karat gold electroplate on sterling silver, 
re-creating the original to exacting detail. 


i nese minted masterpieces are q>oo 
each. And the imported display—custom- 
designed to showcase your collection— 
is included at no additional charge. 


Official Badges of the Great Western Lawmen 


85174-77 
























GERMAN MILITARY QUALITY EQUIPMENT 


German ■ 


GSG - 9 Special Command-Pilot’s 
Flight Jacket of mossy-green kid 
leather. Signal orange sateen lin¬ 
ing, 4 pockets, zippered pocket 
on sleeve, knit collar, waist + 
cuffs. Sizes 34-50. Also long 
sizes with or without emblems 
.$229. 


German GSG-9 Traditional M 43 Field Cap w/ 

ear flaps, metal eagle and star emblem on front. 
All sizes. .............. ---- $35. 


German WWII Officer’s High-topped Boots. 

19" high, soft shiny leather leg 
Ml/ with strap at upper edge. Made in 
Ify accordance with the original. 

v Fjgf Sizes 6-12.....$194. 

1 Mi German GSG-9 Camouflaged M 
Jj^jpT ' 43 Cap with WWII camo pattern 

and metal eagle on the front. All 
sizes... . $21. 

Matching, GSG-9 Camo 4 Pocket Jacket iden¬ 
tical with WWII and emblems. . . $49. 

Matching GSG-9 Camo Pants, 6 pockets includ¬ 
ing 2 cargo pockets. Waist sizes 28-42". $43. 


Orders Shipped Within 24 Hours. Refund, if items returned in original condition within 15 days. Payment: Money Order or 
Certified Check. Postage: Orders up to $50 + $10. — up to $100 + $22. List WWII *f Catalog $7. 

THEDEMA • P.O. BOX 95 • 8173 Bad Heilbrunn • West Germany 


ON'TSHOW THE WHITES 
4 * ^ OF YOUR EYES, 

M Camo Glasses from HiTech Sport 
Glass keep you out of sigh t 
when you 're in the fie~ ' 


TOUCH Maptirium protcc- 

lion. Rugged 

Adjustable idinps&h-. 3 mm ppljfi 
carbonate lenses, th4 mow 
Impact-resistant availably. 

FUNCTIONAL Lenses 

filter virtually a^mltra-violet 
ratH&tiOA. Frasn&s meet strict 
ANSI safety regulations. 

camo OPTIONS 

Amber.Shooting TR1Q0 for 

\misty, Pot sharper 

■thrget ID finds half hour 
visibly to twilight hows. 
Combat Green TR20Q fights 
eye fatigue in jungle situations. 
High Resolution Grey TR300 
Developed for'pi lots to iden- 
targets. 


3-Pak Special Buy 3 for $125 

(Plus $5.50 shipping & handling) 


PALL TOLL FREE TO ORDER 

T-800-848-CAMO 

1-800-848-2266 

VISA, MASTERCARD ACCEPTED 
OR 

MAIL CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: * 

HI-TECH SPORT GLASS 
P.O. BOX 1443 
SAGINAW, MI 48605 


Prescription lenses available AE 
additional cost. Made in U.S.A. 12- 
j| ponth, fault-free Guarantee. 

W 3-week Delivery. 


If a cork stopper is unavailable, the 
nail can be loosely wrapped in paper, 
and loosely fitted in the trigger hole. 
The nail needs to be able to move and 
strike the percussion cap on the PG-7, 
but tight enough not to fall out of the 
firing pin hole. 

Triggers 

The striker, when released, will hit 
the firing pin, firing the rocket This is 
done by using a trip wire arrangement, 
positioned in the same manner as trip 
wire-activated snares. There are two 
recommended methods, although 
numerous variations exist and can be 
effective. 

Attach the trip wire to a small stick 
about 6 inches long. This trigger is 
placed so as to keep the striker away 
from the firing pin until removed by a 
sharp tug on the trip wire. 

A second method is to tie the trip 
wire to a notched wood trigger. The 
notched wood must be anchored. A 
trip wire is attached to the side of the 
wood trigger. The notched part of the 
stake is placed at the muzzle end of the 
striker. Again, when the trip wire is 
moved, it allows the striker to hit the 
firing pin, which in turn sets off the 
mine. 



"‘Safety” set in place to protect 
filing pin while trigger and trip 
wire are rigged and set. 



PG-7 rocket in improvised tube, 
improvised firing pin in place, 
improvised striker being held by 
trigger and trip wire. 


Preparation of PG-7 round 
for firing 

Remove the PG-7 rocket grenade 
from the carrying case or shipping con¬ 
tainer. If the grenade is in the shipping 
container, remove the plastic wrapper. 
The A-gunner’s carrying case will con¬ 
tain up to three rounds, and these are 
more likely to be affected by weather 
as they will have been removed from 
their protective plastic packaging. 
Moisture can affect the booster, which 
is mostly black powder. In either case, 
close inspection of the rounds is impor¬ 
tant. If defects, cracked casings or 
dents are detected, the round should 
not be used. 

Remove the shipping cap from the 
end of the rocket and grenade assem¬ 
bly. Assemble the booster element to 
the rocket and grenade assembly by 
screwing it clockwise until hand tight 
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MODEL #108 NATO 
MILITARY FULL AUTO * Lock 
and load the most popular 
automatic in the world! A Full 8" 
in O.D., gun metal black, and 
440° S/S, Flawless front opening 
action. St4,95 

MODEL #120M CLASSIC 
FULL AUTO* Handcrafted of the 
finest SIS, brass and micarta. Nine 
inches of lightning fast side snap¬ 
ping action. An incredible knife. In 
pearl, blue, black or white. 

$29.95 


#860 


MODEL #817 LEVERHUNTER 
FULL AUTO* Touch the lever 
and release a gleaming arc of razor 
honed S/S. Eight inches of hand 
rubbed brass and rosewood. Sleek 
and silent. $19.95 


MODEL #860 STEALTH FULL 
AUTO* A molecular alloy steel 
blade leaps out on command from 
a grip of high impact mil-spec ABS 
resin. Eight and a half inches and 
the favorite for those who insist on 
traveling light. $23.95 


*Attn. Collectors and Sportsmen: Though legal in parts form, in certain areas the com- 
of these kits may violate certain laws. Please check your area before ordering or 
assembly, as compliance with any such law is the purchaser’s responsibility. 


THE EDGE COMPANY 

3 P.O. BOX 826 

BRATTLEBORO, VT 05301 
1-800-445-1021 


SF1089 


Gentlemen, please immediately rush me: 

□-#817 at $19.95 each 


□_dttlMi at $14.95 each 

Oty. 

!__#120M at $29.95 each 


.#860 at $23.35 each I 


I’m over eighteen. *_. ___ 

1 Add $2.00 shipping and insurance per kit. 

t : Check or M.O. Total amount: $ __ 

□ Visa/MC _EXP_ 

Only Edge Company Knives Are Guaranteed Forever 


ready 


THE EDGE COMPANY P.O. BOX 826 BRATTLEBORO, VT. 05301 1-600-445-1021 






























Federal Express Shipping 
Available, CaH For Details 


$ppe 




FREE ORDER LINE: 


Send to: CUTLERY SHOPPE 
Dept SF, 5461 Kendall St„ Boise, ID 03706 


Get our fuG cofor catalog, with great deals 
on the top knite brands. Just send $1 or call 
206-376-0430 to got your copy, PLEASE, 
do not cal the’600* number as we reserve 
these Gnae for customers placing orders. 


1-800-231-1272 


INFORMATION LINE: 1-208-376-0430 


We're open tor your ordering convenience Mon-Frl 8-6, Sat 3-5 Mountain Time 
SHIPPING {per order): $5 to 46 states-$7 P.O. Box, APO 6 FPO-S8 for C.O.D. 48 states only- 
510 AK, HI, PR, USVI & Canada. Foreign orders (exdudtog Canada), please write for shipping 
costs. PAYMENT: We accept VISA, MASTERCARD. C.O.D. (cash only), money orders & checks 
(checks allow 21 extra days after our receipt) FAX Machine Orders: 1-208-376-7608 


5-TEC 


"The new standard for combat knives" 

Designed with the utmost utilization of modern technology available, the Innovative SOG 
TEC features SOG’s carbon steel blade, Rc 57-59, scientifically heat treated to achieve 
a new standard In high-tech performance, hence the name, SOG-TEC. The hollow 
ground blade and sleek grind lines vividly express the superiority of the American 
bowie a£ the working man’s blade of choice, ineither camp or combat settings. 

The single brass guard allows the greatest degree of pressure to be applied 
during use. For total control, the SOG-TEC utilizes an ergonomically 
designed Kraton handle. Rugged full tang construction. Each SOG-TEC 
Includes a double-stitched, top quality black feather sheath. 

Maximum performance at a realistic price. 

Retail $11 9.95 

CL $99.95 


Blade lengfo: T 
Length, overall: 121/4* 
Blade thickness. 1/4’ 
Weight, knife: 13.1 oz 
Weight, sheath: 4.7 oz 


SOG 

SPECIALTY 

KNIVES 


NAVY SEAL VIDEOS...NAVAL SEAL VIDEOS 


SEE THE MEN THE VC 
WOULD NOT FACE. 

SEE WHY! 


The COMPLETE MUSEUM 
COLLECTION now available! Tapes 
$19.95 each. $ave money: any 4 for 
$76.95, all 6 tapes, only $99! Includes 
shipping and handling. 

"NAVY SEALS IN VIETNAM" Explosive video shows SEALs as they 
really were! First video written by SEAL TEAM ONE members. Covers 
uniforms, weapons, operations; all gear peculiar to SEAL use. 

"NAVY SEALS ON PATROL" Rare footage of REAL SEALS in 
VIETNAM. Shot in Vietnam in 1968 by SEAL TEAM members. See an entire 
operation performed and explained! A MUST for any serious collector! 

"MEN WITH GREEN FACES" A Real Classic! 1968 Defense Department 
documentary on UDT-SEAL BUD/S training. 

"SOMEONE SPECIAL" 1972 recruiting film for Naval Special Warfare. One 
of the best to date! 

"THE LONELY WARRIOR" Korean era b&w film. THE original film 
about NAVY Frogmen! 

"SUBMARINE TRUNK TRAINING" Actual film used by the Navy to 
teach SEALS to lock in and out of submarines for covert operations. Fascinating! 



Specify tape titles when placing order. Send check or money order to LOTI 
GROUP PRODUCTIONS , Dept. S., 8341 S.W. 157 Avenue , Suite 311 , Miami , 
FL 33193. All tape sales benefit UDT-SEAL MUSEUM. 


Final setup of mine 

Select the off-route mine site. For 
best results the mine should set to be 
fired broadside against an armored 
target The firing tube can be placed in 
an elbow of a tree or bush. If neces¬ 
sary, the tube can be placed on some 
high ground and supported by rocks or 
dirt The PG-7 must be at least 6 inches 
from the ground so that the fins can 
deploy. 

Set up the trip wire, leaving some slack 
beside the firing tube. Load the PG-7 
round into the tube assembly. Make sure 
that the firing pin hole is lined up with the 
percussion cap of the PG-7 round The 
diameter of the PG-7 round is 40mm 
and the pipe used should be larger. 
Loosely pack into the muzzle scrap paper 
or cloth, until the forward part of the 
PG-7 round is flush with the top of the 
firing tube. Again, remember, the round 
must leave the pipe easily. Pull off the 
safety cap from the nose of the PG-7. 
This is accomplished by pulling the tape 
attached to it 

Pull back on the striker wood 
(“cock 1 * it) and support the striker with 
a solid object (a “safety”) taller than 
the firing pin assembly. Place the firing 
pin assembly into the firing pin hole. 
Tie the trip wire onto the trigger. Pull 
back on the striker and set the trigger, 
keeping the solid “safety” object in 
place until the trigger is solidly set 
Gendy remove the safety block. The 
mine is now armed. 

WARNING: SUCH IMPROVISED 
FIRING TUBES ARE LIKELY TO 
RUPTURE UPON FIRING OF THE 
WEAPON! REMIND FRIENDLY 
TROOPS TO BE CLEAR OF THE 
AREA AT THE TIME OF FIRING. 



PG-7 aimed from crook of tree 
(lashing not shown); may also be 
fired from high ground as long as 
there is 6-inch clearance for tail 
fins to deploy, should be 
camouflaged and protected from 
weather. 

Weapon Considerations 

Because the firing tube is non¬ 
standard, the range and drop of the 
round is non-standard. The PG-7, 
when fired from its intended launcher, 
will drop nearly 6 meters at 200 meters 
range. If the booster does not ignite 
completely, the drop will be greater. 
Thus the mine should be placed as 
high as possible, in a tree or cliff top, 
pointed toward the target. The range 
should be under 100 meters. At 100 
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meters, the rocket should drop be¬ 
tween 3 and 8 meters. Launching the 
weapon from 6 meters high will in¬ 
crease the target area by nearly three 
times. The additional benefit of firing 
downward is that the thinner armor on 
the top of the tank can more easily be 
breached than can the front or sides. 
Fortunately, the new Soviet reactive 
armor currently does not protect the 
top of their tanks. 

In setting up the mine, assume that 
the intended target will be moving. At 
30 mph, this equates to 13.5 meters/ 
second. At 100 meters, the flank shot 
lead should be between 6 and 7 meters 
ahead of the trip wire. 

In setting up the “kill zone” for the 
weapon, the tube needs to be aligned 
with the general area to be attacked. 
Pace off the correct lead, then bore- 
sight the weapon 6 meters over the 
intended target area. 

REMINDER: SUCH IMPROVISED 
FIRING TUBES ARE LIKELY TO 
RUPTURE UPON FIRING OF THE 
WEAPON! FRIENDLY TROOPS 
NEED TO BE REMINDED TO BE 
CLEAR OF THE AREA AT THE TIME 
OF FIRING. 

In wet weather, the round must be 
protected from as much moisture as 
possible. Plastic can be loosely fitted 
over the backblast end and a rain 
“hat” placed over the warhead. 
Leaves and bushes can be used to 
keep rain out as well as concealing the 
mine in natural camouflage. 

The shipping cap can be placed on 
the fuse if there is light brush or if poor 
weather is expected. The contact fuse 
is extremely sensitive, and hail or light 
brush can prematurely set off the war¬ 
head. 

Any rope, string, or wire can serve as 
a trip wire. However, fishing line, with 
a test strength of 10 pounds or greater, 
works best Transparent fishing line is 
the most difficult to detect 

Tactical Employment 

The PG-7 round travels 100 meters 
in 0.5 seconds, 200 meters in 0.9 
seconds and 300 meters in 1.3 
seconds. Care in the positioning of the 
rocket must be taken as a Soviet tank 
can travel 13 meters per second. This is 
fast enough to cause a miss if the mine 
is incorrectly aimed. 

The average height of a man is just 
under two meters, or about 180 cm. 
The T-72 and T-80 are 93 inches (239 
cm) and 90 inches (230 cm) high, re¬ 
spectively. The BMP-2 is 82.6 inches 
(210 cm) high. In all cases, the radio 
antenna extends nearly a meter over all 
of these AFVs. If a trip wire is used to set 
off the mine, the wire should be placed 
no higher than 118 inches or 9 feet 10 
inches (300cm) above the target area; 
250 to 260 cm is recommended against 

Continued on page 74 





VISA 


To gel Spyderco’s great Tri-Angle 
Sharpmaker, include $29.95 
Order code: #SP203MF 


Federal Express Shipping 
Available, Cal For Del a Is, 




TOLL FREE ORDER LINE: 


Send to: CUTLERY SHOPPE 
Dept SF, 5461 Kendall St., Boise. ID 83706 


1 -800-231 -1272 


Get our fuB color catalog, with great deals 
on the topknifa brands. JustsendSI or call 
208-376-0430 to get your copy, PLEASE, 
do notcaB the *800’ number as we reserve 
these ines for customers placing orders. 


INFORMATION LINE: 1-208-376-0430 


Were open for your ordering convenience Mon-Frl 8-6. Sat 9-5 Mountain Time 
SHIPPING (per order): $5 to 48 states-$7 P.O. Bok, APO & FPO-48 for C.O.D. 48 etatea only- 
$10 AK, HI, PR, USVI & Canada Foreign orders (excluding Canada), please write lor shipping 
costs PAYMENT: We accept VISA, MASTERCARD, C.O.D. (cash only), momy ocdMi A checks 
(checks allow 21 extra days attar our recefot) FAX Machine Orders: 1 


No matter how many knives you own, this is the one you will carry and use everyday. This is the fastest opening folder we've 
ever seen. Unique design allows you to retrieve it from your pocket, open ft, use ft, and close ft so fast (with only one hand) 
that onlookers will wonder where the knife came from. Much faster than either switchblades or Ball-Songs, without the legal 
complications. "Spyderedge" serrated blade will easily defeat the toughest cutting challenge. Only the finest stainless steel 
Is used throughout. Unique pocket clip allows the Police Clipit to be carried in more ways & places than any other knife. 

Rugged lockback design incorporates safety with tremendous cutting & slashing power. 

$87.00 ▲ Blade length: 41M V 

$69.95 Ears* 

Blode thickness: t/8* 
Weight, knife: 5.7 ox 


#SP1007 

Your Price 


2RCO POLICE CIJPIT 
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by Peter G. Kokalis 


Assaulting Rifles 



Do “assault guns” (whatever they 
are) serve a “sporting purpose?” As 
citizens of the United States, our indi¬ 
vidual right to possess and use firearms 
is guaranteed by the Second Amend¬ 
ment of the Constitution, no matter 
what gun prohibitionists may fantasize 
about its application to only “orga¬ 
nized” militias or the National Guard. 
All of this is rather explicitly expressed 
and clarified in the ancillary writings of 
the Founding Fathers. The Second 
Amendment is in no way concerned 
with sporting activities. 

Why then, must we even address 
this absurd question? Simply because 
we gave the enemies that would de¬ 
stroy us this foolish criterion for the 
importation of firearms in the Gun 
Control Act of 1968, that’s why. And 
now we must pay the piper for our 
mistake. 

Before we discuss the sporting uses 
to which such firearms may be put, we 
should attempt to define this ominous 
genus so recently uncovered by the 
media and anti-gun politicians and 
which they have chosen to paint as 
“assault guns.” By what taxonomic 
features can they be distinguished 
from other firearms? 

The term “assault gun” is, of course, 
a media corruption of “assault rifle,” 
which is derived in turn from the Ger¬ 
man expression “Sturmgewehr” 
(attack or assault rifle). The German 
World War II StG 44/45 was the first of 
its type to be fielcied in significant 
quantities. After half a century of con¬ 
tinued development, military small 
arms authorities are by now in general 
agreement concerning an assault rifle’s 
essential characteristics. 

They are principally threefold. First, 
and most important, assault rifles are 
all capable of full-auto fire. This char¬ 
acteristic enables them to deliver an 
intense blanket of fire during the critical 
phase of an infantry assault upon an 
enemy’s position. Without this all- 
important selective-fire capability, a 
hand-held infantry weapon, by defini¬ 
tion, cannot be an assault rifle. 
Second, they are most commonly 
chambered for a so-called “intermedi¬ 
ate-size” rifle (not pistol) cartridge, 
such as the original German 
7.92x33mm Kurz or the ComBloc 
7.62x39mm and U.S. 5.56x45mm. As 
a corollary, the almost full-size 
7.62x51mm NATO cartridge is far too 
powerful to permit effective full-auto 
fire in a lightweight rifle, and the U.S. 
Ml4 and Belgian FN FAL weapons 
chambered for this round have been 
traditionally referred to as “battle 
rifles.” A final salient feature of a true 
assault rifle is that it be lightweight, 
although there is no agreed upon stan¬ 
dard in this area. 

The semiautomatic-only versions of 


High-power shooters step up to the 
firing line during a sanctioned 
match in full regalia and armed with 
Ml Garand and Springfield Armory 
Ml As (semiautomatic-only version 
of the M14). The young lady and her 
sun bonnet belie Senator 
Meteenbaum’s sinister picture of 
these firearms and defamatory 
descriptions of their owners. Photo: 
courtesy National Rifle Association 


these rifles, almost entirely creatures of 
the 1968 .Gun Control Act, are most 
emphatically not assault rifles. Im¬ 
portation of these firearms was 
approved by the BATF only after it 
determined through inspection and 
testing that they were not readily con¬ 
vertible to full-auto fire. Numerous im¬ 
port applications were, in fact, denied 
until specimens were provided that 
met the inflexible criteria established 
by the BATF’s Technical Services De¬ 
partment 

In method of operation (whether 
blowback, recoil or gas) these semi¬ 
automatic-only firearms cannot be dis¬ 
tinguished from rifles, such as the Win¬ 
chester Model 07, that have been 
available to American shooters for 
more than 80 years. If they are not 
really assault rifles and differ in no way 
internally from firearms that existed 
even before the inauspicious birth of 
Howard Metzenbaum, why then are 
we involved in this hysterical imbro¬ 
glio? It’s all the more perplexing as 


there are 20 to 30 million semiautoma¬ 
tic firearms in the United States, and 
nationally only four percent of all 
homicides involve rifles of any type — 
bolt-action, slide-action, lever-action 
or semiauto. Less than one-half of one 
percent of these homicides are com¬ 
mitted with military-style semiautos. I 
find it interesting to note that 35 per¬ 
cent of all homicides involve the use of 
knives, blunt objects, hands, feet or 
strangulation (none of which go bang). 

It’s further alleged that our police have 
been caught in a deadly crossfire from 
semiauto Kalashnikovs and AR-15s. 
Yet, the FBI’s 1987 Uniform Crime Re¬ 
ports indicate that police slayings have 
dropped 22 percent from 1978, a time 
when military-style semiautos were not 
commonly available. 

We must realize, once and for all, 
that the ultimate goal of the gun pro¬ 
hibitionists is nothing short of the com¬ 
plete elimination of all privately owned 
firearms from our society — their self- 
righteous disclaimers to the contrary. 

Semiautomatic-only versions of 
assault and battle rifles appear exter¬ 
nally sinister to the uninitiated. The 
very real distinctions between them 
and selective-fire machine guns can 
be, and have been, easily blurred by 
the anti-gun goons and their unscrupu¬ 
lous cohorts in the media. 

Purdy’s act of insanity in Stockton 
served as a convenient catalyst to 
launch an attack against semiautoma¬ 
tic firearms that had been in the plan- 
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ning stages more than a year prior. It 
was of little consequence to our oppo¬ 
nents that the entire incident was a 
clear example of the dismal failure of 
the California justice system. It was of 
little consequence to them that the vast 
majority of his shots impacted wildly — 
18 feet above the ground on the wall of 
the school building. An experienced 
shooter could have delivered the same 
number of rounds in the same period 
of time with far greater accuracy using 
a bolt-action hunting rifle. It was of little 
consequence that police responding to 
the incident (not their administrative 
superiors) stated that Purdy could 
have inflicted much more destruction 
with a 12 gauge double-barrel shot¬ 
gun. And of course, gun prohibitionists 
are not interested in the somewhat 
anemic wound ballistics of the 
7.62x39mm boattail Full Metal Jacket 
(FMJ) bullet, which is no better than 
that of the .38 Special, albeit at longer 
ranges. The President of the United 
States has been led to believe these 
pathetic projectiles are '‘explosive!” 

Politicians and police chiefs proposing 
legislation to ban semiautomatic-only 
versions of assault rifles say they were 
designed for one purpose — “killing 
people” and no other. On the contrary, 
they were actually designed to conform 
with the regulations of the 1968 Gun 
Control Act Furthermore, the thousands 
of military airplanes and vehicles that so 
many collect and operate without media 
consternation were clearly designed for 
warfare and no other reason. Although 
capable of aiding and abetting destruc¬ 
tion on a scale much larger than a rifle, 
no one seems to object to their private 
possession. In addition, the fact that 
commonplace devices such as alarm 
clocks are frequently used by terrorists to 
construct bombs has not initiated a call 
for their abolition. If any of these objects 
are used in a manner that does not 
adversely affect the rights and lives of 
others, there can be no justification for 
their banishment from our midst When 
used in an illegal manner, the perpetrator 
of the act, not the object itself or those in 
innocent possession of the object, must 
be punished accordingly. 

Others have said that no one “needs” 
a semiautomatic-only version of an 
assault rifle. By the same token, no one 
needs an automobile that can be driven 
at 150 mph, since no highway in this 
country permits speeds in excess of 65 
mph. If used in a lawful manner, neither 
item should be prohibited in a free socie¬ 
ty, as the question of need is not ger¬ 
mane. Within reasonable limits, the fact 
that we want something is justification in 
itself. But, back to the question now 
forced upon us: do semiautomatic-only 
versions of military small arms serve a 
sporting purpose? 

Quite obviously, they do, untold 
thousands of times every day in the 
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MAqNUM Tanto 

Retail $210.00 #CSMGT Yotir Price 

$ 157.95 


Blade lengfv:' ff 1 
Length everal: 14 1/2T 
Blade tticknew: 3/t6* 
Weight, Knife: t2.2oz 
Weight, sheeto: 4.7 92 


Master Tant±, 

Retail $200.00 #CSMA T YoorPric a 

$ 149.95 


Blade kJngh: 

Length overall: 11 IM? 
Blade thickness; 3/1B* 
Weight, knife: 9.1 oi 
Weight, ehealh: 2.5 ax 


OsiiqimlTANTO 

Retail $150.00 #C3RT H YQOf Price 

$ 109.95 


Blade leng#v. 53/4* 
Length cveral: 11 1/4* 
Blade thickness; 3/16* 
Weight, knife; 9,1 oz 
Weight, sheets: 2-5 ox 


MInI Tanto 

Retail $110.00 #CSMT Your Price 


Blade lengfi: 4174* 
Length overall. 8 1/4* 
Blade thickness; 5 
Weight, knife; 4:0 at 
Weight, sheath: 1.2-9* 


$ 79.95 


We stock the entire Cokt Steel call for pcicfog, 


(Qitterto 

Send to; CUTLERY SHOPPE 
Dept Sf, 5461 Kendall St f Boise, ID 83706 


Get our fuS color catalog, with great deais 
on the topknltefafands. JustsendSt orcatl 
203-374-0430 to get your copy, PLEASE, 
do not call the '800" numtaer as we reserve 
these fines for customers placing orders. 


EachOokl Steel Tanito includes 
eh^Jeathereheam, . 
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We’re open 
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STRIPES 


VIETNAM VETERANS will recognize and remem¬ 
ber these as the ones worn by the SPECIAL 
FORCES and other ELITE MILITARY UNITS. 

Both the shirt and trousers, patterned after the 
original VIETNAM style, are generously cut for a 
standard military fit. 

Made from 100% COTTON (only 3°/o shrinkage) 
to keep you cool, comfortable and quiet. 

SHIRT — $34.95 EA. 

■ Two cargo chest pockets. 

■ One accessory sleeve pocket for your compass, 
field dressing or cigarettec. 

■ Double button cuff with gusset. 

■ Can be worn in or out of trousers. 

XS (29-33) M (37-41) 

S (33-37) L (41-45) XL (45-49) 

TROUSERS — $34.95 EA. 

i Six pocket design (two front slash pockets and 
four cargo pockets), 
i One accessory leg pocket, 
i Waist adjusting tabs, 
i All inseams are 35” except XS, 33”. 

Waist- XS (23 * 27) XL (39-431 

waisi. s ( 27 _ 31) L ( 35 - 39 ) XL (dB-43) 

JUNGLE HAT — $14.95 EA. 

i Small two inch brim, 
i Screen Vents. 

i Chin string with leather draw tab. 

S (7) L (7Vfe) 


Chest: 


Hat Sizes: 


M (7 1 / 4 ) XL (7V«) 


To order write or call: 

TIGER STRIPE PRODUCTS 

1720 West Park Center Dr. 

St. Louis, Missouri 63028 
(314) 638-4710 

TERMS: Please add $3.95 for shipping and handling. Shipped 
UPS. VISA, MC, MO, Cert, check, personal check held fcr 10 
days or COO (add $1.90). Missouri residents add 5.725% tax. 
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LOCK 
KNIFE 
SYSTEM 


At last!...The knife that inspires confidence...New 
and different!,..You can feel it...in the quickness of 
the spear-point blade as it swings open 180° and 
locks securely on quadruple pins...In strength... 
The Swing-Lock is 4x stronger than an ordinary 
fockback, practically as strong as a fixed blade. If 
you’re not sure about your back-up—this is the 
friend you want by your side!.. .Comes with nylon 
Cordura pouch. 


$ 89. 


Add-on boot/belt clip 
available @ $4.00 


LIBERTY HOUSE 

Call 800-333-0989 or write to: 

P.O. Box 165, Pelham Manor, NY 10803 

Yes’. Send me the EXPLORER “Swing-Lock” 
Hwith optional boot/belt clip 



QUAN:. 


AMT. ENCL_ 

Add $3.00 for postage and handling 
NY State residents add sales tax 


0 CHECK/MO 
Acct. No. 


□ CHARGE _VISA . 

Exp. Date:_ 


. MC 


Signature: „ 
NAME:_ 


ADDRESS: - 
CITY:_ 


j ui i 


„ STATE/ZIP _ 


week. First of all, let’s delineate their 
use in sanctioned competition. The 
NRA National Match High-Power Rifle 
Championship held each year at 
Camp Perry is dominated by the 
Springfield Armory MIA (the semi¬ 
automatic-only version of the Ml4). It 
has a 20-round magazine and would 
be banned by Howard Metzenbaum’s 
S. 386. More recently, Camp Perry 
shooters have started to employ the 
Colt AR15-A2 (the semiautomatic- 
only version of the M16A2), another 
firearm on Metzenbaum’s list. 

The Department of Civilian Marks¬ 
manship (DCM) program, sponsored 
by the Department of Defense, con¬ 
ducts thousands of high-power match¬ 
es each year under the auspices of 
NRA-affiliated rifle clubs. Semiauto¬ 
matic service-type rifles predominate. 
In addition to Ml As and AR15s, shoot¬ 
ers participating in these matches use 
the many semiauto versions of the FN 
FAL and sometimes even the Ruger 
Mini-14. 

SOFs Three-Gun Match exempli¬ 
fies IPSC-type competition. At the 
1988 Soldier of Fortune Match, the 
following semiautomatic-only, mili¬ 
tary-style rifles stepped up to the firing 
line: 89 Colt AR15s, 28 Springfield 
Armory MlAs, 18 Steyr AUGs, 19 
HK91s, 13 HK93s, 11 Ruger Mini-14s, 
nine FN FALs, five Galils, three 
Daewoos, three Ml Garands, four 
Kalashnikovs, and one AR180. There 
are currently 10,000 United States 
Practical Shooting Association 
(USPSA) members. 

Altogether, 100,000 Americans use 
semiautomatic-only versions of mili¬ 
tary small arms every month on target 
ranges throughout this countiy in for¬ 
mal, sanctioned high-power rifle com¬ 
petition. 

However, the overwhelming major¬ 
ity of the semiautomatic-only rifles in 
private ownership in the United States 
are used for informal target practice. 
Millions upon millions of rounds, in 
calibers 7.62x39mm, 5.56x45mm, 
7.62x51mm, .30-06, .30 Ml Carbine 
and countless others, are expended 
each year by men, women and chil¬ 
dren attempting to hit paper bullseye 
and silhouette targets, steel gongs and 
dueling trees, and rocks from the size 
of pebbles up to boulders. 

Some of these rifles, principally the 
Ruger Mini-14, Colt AR15, HK91/93, 
Springfield Armory MIA and FN FAL 
series, with their magazines appropri¬ 
ately blocked and loaded with Soft 
Point ammunition (far more devastat¬ 
ing than standard military ball), are 
used for hunting. 

All of this is common knowledge. 
However the BATF has deliberately 
chosen to deny it In its July 1988 report 

Continued on page 87 


NEAT 

STUFF 

15MM BIRD SCARE 
LAUNCHER PISTOLS 


The most powerful in the world today! 
Scare the HELL out of birds (or any 
other pests!) 


$14.95 each 

Revolver Style //6001 Automatic Style #6002 



#6007 FLASH/REPORT 


These travel 30-50 yards, then explode 
with a tremendous charge! More 
powerful than an old style M-80 
firecracker!! 

$29.95 per 100 rounds _ 

#6006 WHISTLE 

These travel over 100 Meters giving a 
piercing, screaming whistle. VERY 
LOUD!! 

_ 529.95 p^r 100 rounds 

#6008 BLANKS 
You must have these to shoot the 
above FLASH/REPORT or WHISTLE 
cartridges! Extra EXTRA POWERFUL!! 
$5.95 per can of 100 


EXPLODING TARGETS 


2"x2"xY2" Peel & Stick Back, Hit the 
Bullseye & watch ’em EXPLODE! 10 
Targets/Pack. #6705 
$6.95 pack/10 targets 
$25.00 per 4 packs (40) 

$59.50 per 10 packs (100) 


12 GAUGE 'BIRD BOMBS" 


2 & W Length. Range 70 meters with 

VERY LOUD FLASH REPORT. 25 

Cartridges per box. #6102 uwU 
$18.00 per box (25 rds.) 

$68.00 per 4 boxes (100 rds.) 


OR □ ERIN G IN STRUCT I ONS| 


Minimum Order $25.00. Send payment or card 
number & expiration date with a description of the 
items wanted. Include statement, "My date of birth 
is -—.—- 

and there are no laws prohibiting me from 
purchasing ammunition. Signed - 


Georgia Residents add sales tax. All orders must 
Include shipping charges AND signed statement. 
Personal Checks take 3 weeks to clear. Add $3.00 
per order - thlppl-ogj'lnsu ranee. _ __ 

SEND OTtOEH-E TO: 

AZTEC INTERNATIONAL Ud. 

P.O. Box 1888, Dept. 63 
flnmnHi, GA 30091 


DEALERS & DISTRIBUTORS! Send signed FFL 
copy for volume prices. 
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ADVENTURE 
QUARTERMASTE1 

by Tom Slizewski 



W HAT PRICE PURITY? — 
$39.95 

Though it may come to you from 
your local public utility for a few 
dollars per thousand gallons, water is 
unquestionably the world’s most 
valuable liquid. In the field you will 
die from dehydration long before 
you’ll starve to death. 



Simply stated, there are times 
when you cannot carry enough 
water and must draw on local 
sources. Problem here is that 
untreated water, rife with all manner 
of micro-organisms, can be worse 
than no water at all. To solve this 
problem soldiers have usually used 
iodine tablets to kill bacteria, boiled 
the water when possible or used a 
high-tech, and consequently pricey, 
filtering device. But each of these 


solutions to gaining safe drinking 
water has its drawbacks. With this in 
mind, Water Tech came up with 
their simple Water Purifier system. 

Consisting of two plastic cups and 
a lid, their system has many 
advantages over those mentioned 
previously. Water Purifier is 
guaranteed to give you 100 gallons 
of bacteriologically safe water, is 
lightweight, compact and 
inexpensive. To use you simply 
scoop water into the cup containing 
the filtering element and let it drain 
into the drinking cup. 

The active element in Water 
Purifier is Triocide which has proven 
effective at neutralizing Giardia and 
a host of other parasites, bacteria 
and viruses. Water Tech Water 
Purifiers are in use by agencies as 
diverse as NASA and the U.S. State 
Department You can get one for 
$39.95 plus $3.50 S&H. 

Contact Patriot Distribution Co., 
Dept SOF, 2872 S. Wentworth, 
Milwaukee, WI 53207; phone (414) 
769-0760. 


SLINGER FOR GUNS 

Rifles, particularly those used by 
the military, are being made 
increasingly compact and 
lightweight This trend is leaving less 
area in which to include cleaning 
and maintenance kits and some 
have omitted these crucial items 
entirely. Along comes “The Slinger” 


— a sling-mounted cleaning and 
repair kit 

Weighing a mere 7 ounces and 
including a six-piece ramrod, 
cleaning patches, gun oil, both 
standard and Phillips milspec 
screwdrivers and a compact (1 
1/2-inch by 9-inch) carrying bag with 
Velcro closures, “The Slinger” 
includes all hardware you need to 
maintain your rifle in the field. I 
suggest, however, that you take 
along more oil than provided. 

Considering that all military rifles 
and most hunting rifles come with 
slings, and the reasonable $16.95 
price, this is something all long gun 
shooters should own. 

Contact Peace River Arms & 
Accessories, Inc., Dept SOF, 2219 
Olney Road, Lakeland, FL 33801; 
phone (813) 665-1930. 



If the glove fits 

Handgunners who shoot a 
couple-a-50 rounds a month 
generally aren’t going to require a 
shooting glove — unless you’re 
among those who think 9rnms are 
upgraded squirt guns and wouldn’t 
think of punching paper with 
anything less than a .44 Magnum. In 
that case you should take a look at 
Answer Products Accu-Comfort 
Magnum Pistol Glove. 

Revolvers like the 2-inch barrel 
Smith & Wesson .44 Magnum 
pictured kick like the proverbial 
mule. What damage continued recoil 
shock of this magnitude does to 
your hand and wrist joints hasn’t 



been fully ascertained. You needn’t 
be C. Everett Koop, however, to 
realize that it can’t be good. 

Accu-Comfort is padded in all the 
areas that a hard-recoiling handgun 
pounds. Patented Eura-lite padding 
is found in the palm, webb, top of 
webb, back of thumb and back of 
the long finger. This padding 


stretches and deforms under recoil, 
slowing the force and virtually 
eliminating pain associated with 
recoil shock. Treated deerskin covers 
the palm and web while the back is 
polyester knit 

It’s available in four sizes for both 
right and left handed shooters 
Approved for competition by the 
International Handgun Metallic 
Silhouette Association and retailing 
for $27.95, Accu-Comfort Magnum 
Pistol Glove is necessary equipment 
for frequent big boomers. 

Contact Answer Products Co., 
Dept SOF, 1519 Westbury Dr., 
Davison, MI 48423; phone (313) 
653-2911. ^ 
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Items on Left (Clockwise from top.) 

#5007 Urban Recon 6-pack carrier, grey. This insulated 
pack keeps beverages cold. (Not for use with ice.) $9.95 
#7090 SOF Can Wrap, black with white logo. $4.95 
#7070 SOF Coffee Mug, white with red logo. $5.95 
#7050 SOF Luggage Tag, white with black logo. $4.95 
#7110 SOF Ashtray, white with red logo. $5.95 
#7100 Shot Glass. 4-oz., clear with red logo. $4.95 
#7120 Stein. 12-oz„ clear with red logo. $7.50 


Badges (By vertical rows, from left) 
#7005 SOF Key Ring $5.25 
#7024 Beret Badge, black $8.00 
#7023 Beret Badge, silver $8.00 
#7021 SOF Lapel Pin, silver $5.95 
#7043 SOF Lapel Pin, gold $5.95 
#7020 SOF Lapel Pin, red $3.50 
#7022 Beret Badge, red $7.00 
#7053 Death to Tyrants Badge $5.95 


Items on Right (Clockwise from left.) 
#5005 SOF Duffle Bag. Black,large. $24.95 
#2004 Black SOF Ball Cap with scrambled 
eggs. $9.95 

#2001 Maroon Beret. Sizes 6 1/2-7 3/4. 
(Beret badge not included.) $14.95 
#5006 SOF Duffle Bag. Grey, large. $24.95 
#7014 Web Belt, black. (Buckle not 
included.) $3.50 

#7012 SOF Silver Military Buckle (Shown on 
belt.) $11.95 

(Also available in black. #7013 $11.95) 
#7010 SOF Pewter Belt Buckle. $7.95 
#2021 White SOF Ball Cap with Oak Leaf 
Cluster. $9.95 

(Also available in grey. #2020 $9.95) 
#7200 SOF Sunglasses. Mirrored with red 
SOF logo. $9.95 

#7160 Omega Group Watch. Handsome, 
large face with black design, and black 
textured band. 1-year warranty. $29.95 
#7161 Soldier of Fortune Watch. Clean 
design with red logo and black, waterproof 
band. 1-year warranty. $29.95 


Patches (From left to right) 

#7003 Shield Patch $4.95 
#7002 SOF Round Patch, OD $2.50 
#7001 SOF Round Patch, red $2.50 
#7060 SOF Patch, black $4.95 



#9089 1989 SOF Con- #9289 1989 SOF Match 

vention T-shirt, white , $9.95. T-shirt, white, $9.95) 

(Tank top is also available. Size L only. (Tank top isavailable. Size 

#9189 $7.95) L only. #9389 $7.95) 



SOLDIER Of 
FORTUNE 


#1001 SOFLogo T-shirt, 
black, $9.95 



3*40 SUftAWOHO ROAD 
m txm i 

BANGKOK 


#1025 Lucy's Tiger Den 
T-shirt, white, $12.95 




# 1028 MAC SOG T-shirt, # 1009 SOF H & K T-shirt, 

black, $10.95 black, $9.95 




#1003 WorldTour,black, #1035 Assault Rifle T- 
Back design, $10.95 shirt, white, $10.95 
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I never send my staff places I won’t 
go myself, and I'd never sell you 
equipment I wouldn't use!” 


Col. Robert K. Brown 


You're active, you're a man who is true to himself, 
and you want gear that reflects your independent way 
of thinking. At SOF Exchange, we know what it takes 
to live an active-man lifestyle. SOF Exchange is the of- 
ficial store of Soldier of Fortune Magazine. Our items 
are durable, practical, and most carry the official SOF 
logo. Order now for fast delivery. Or come visit us at the 
10th Annual Convention and Expo and see our com¬ 
plete list of items. We'll be at die Convention from 
Sept. 20 - 24, 1989, Sahara Hotel, Las 
Vegas, Nevada. Stop by our booth. We'll 
be waiting for you. 


Colonel 

#2004 
#1515 
(S, M, L 

#7160 

#7200 

#9089 

#7070 

#7014 

#7012 


Brown is wearing: 

Black SOF Hat, 59.95 

Black SOF World Tour Nylon Jacket, 

, XL) $49.95, (XXL) $51.95 

Omega Group Watch $29.95 

SOF Mirrored Sunglasses, $9.95 

1989 SOF Convention T-shirt, $9.95 

SOF Coffee Mug, $5.95 

Black Web Belt, $3.50 

Silver SOF Military Buckle, $11.95 


|----I 

SOF EXCHANGE 
P.O. Box 687 
Boulder, CO 80306 USA 

Call Toll-Free for Mastercard or VISA 
orders: 1 -800-323-1776,Operator 
131. For FAX orders: (303) 444-5617. 
Customer Service: (303) 449-3750. 

PAYMENT: _VISA _MC_CHECK 

CARD #_ EXP_ 

NAME_ 


ADDRESS . 
CtTY_ 


. STATE . 


-ZIP- 


QTY. 


ITEM NO. 


SIZE 


SUBTOTAL 
P&H 

3.7% Sales Tax (Colo. Residents) 

TOTAL 

Add $2.00 forfirst item ordered ptusSI .00 per each 
additional item (or postage and handling. Overseas 
orders add 40%. Allow 4-6 weeks tor delivery. 


PRICE 


V 


Publisher of Soldier of Fortune Magazine 
Talking about his SOF Exchange 
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Includes 
pocket 
clip & 
hand 
strap 


Any assailant with ] palm sized 
instant protection iwith 
telescoping steel 
coils. 

Original patent made in West 
Germany. Gun blued. Flexible 
steel colls extend instantly 
with a flick of the wrist. 

SPECIFICATIONS: 

BLITZ: 5V»" closed. 13V4" 
open, 5V2 oz. 

SIPO: 6" closed, 16" 
open, 10 oz. 

30 DAY MQHEY BACK GUARANTEE 

BLITZ: $10 9 p 5 lus 2 .oo 

jk ng5 SHIPPING 
SIPO: $1B PLUS 2.00 SHIPPING 

TO ORDER: Send check or money order to -I 

[ Dealer and volume buyer I 
inquiries invited | 

(8181 842-4094J 

P.O. Box 3111 Dept. SOF B(5) 




Burbank, CA 91504 



WAS THERE 

by A1 Muick 


Gettin Down in the Dump 


It was a typically miserable, drizzly 
day at U.S. Army Field Station, Augs¬ 
burg, Germany (for some reason the 
field station always seemed to be 
shrouded in mist). And I, in addition to 
having again come down with the 
“Augsburg cruds,” had been dubious¬ 
ly selected for “classified trash detail.” 
Little did I know that I’d end up with 
one helluva story to tell for the rest of 
my life. 

Classified trash detail at Field Station 
Augsburg was quite an experience. 
Trash used to be simply burned until 
some genius at NSA or the Pentagon 
decided that the Russians could take 
those millions of pieces of burned 
trash, put them back together, and 
smear some chemical on them to make 
everything legible again. I figured by 
the time they did all that the crap would 
be outdated any way, but who listens to 
a Spec 4? The new grand solution was 
to mulch everything down with bleach 
and water, and then dry it until every¬ 
thing came out looking like that valu¬ 
able piece of paper you so carelessly 
left in your pocket while doing the 
laundry. This mess was then packed 
into big bales about twice the size of a 
hay bale and was loaded onto a five- 
ton truck equipped with rollers on the 
surface of the bed . 

Well, on this traditionally lousy spring 
day in 1983, Sergeant Streeter, Jimmy 
the eternal PFC, and I set out to accom¬ 
plish our mission of transporting the 
bales to the dumping site, about a kilo¬ 
meter away. Sergeant Streeter always 
rode on the back of the five-ton with the 
bales, in blatant violation of all military 
safety codes as well as common sense, 
and this day was no exception. Jimmy 
was driving and nursing a hangover and 
trying to make conversation with me 
while I was nursing my cruds. I eventual¬ 
ly had to ask him to be quiet because 
everything was coming to me through a 
haze of beery halitosis. We rode most of 
file slow kilometer in silence. 

When we eventually got to the 
dump site Sgt. Streeter removed the 
grates that were holding the bales in on 
the rear of the vehicle. The trick to 
dumping the damn bales was to slam 
the vehicle in reverse as fast as you 
could and then brake like a maniac just 


before the truck went over the edge of 
the dump site and the force of gravity 
and Newton’s Law would make the 
bales slide off the rollers and into the 
dump. You didn’t want to have to 
move them manually because they 
were extremely heavy. 

Today we didn’t even bother to 
check if Sgt. Streeter was off the rear of 
the truck and reversed as fast as we 
could, hitting the brakes at the 
appropriate moment. This was fol¬ 
lowed by a scream of “you aaaassss- 
hoooooooles,” as Sgt. Streeter sailed, 
along with the bales, in a none-too- 
graceful arc into the dumping site. Af¬ 
ter several moments of abject horror 
we braved the odds and climbed off 
the five-ton to gaze over the edge of 
the pit and see if our good sergeant was 
still among the living. Now you must 
realize that this dump was also used to 
dispose of the chow hall slop and other 
unmentionable things, and he just 
seemed to land in the middle of all of it 
Fighting his way to the top of the hill 
through attacking flies, tin cans, and 
disgusting looking slime, he berated us 
for being the idiots we were. The geni¬ 
talia of all of our ancestors came off 
very badly indeed. 

Sergeant Streeter eventually made it 
to the top and realized he’d be up on 
charges if he touched us, so pissing and 
moaning he frantically searched for 
some inanimate object to vent his frus¬ 
tration on. Spying an old soccer ball 
lying in the comer of the dump, he ran 
over and dealt it a kick worthy of an 
international soccer star. Jimmy and I 
both scanned the skies, desperately 
looking for a sign of that ball as it 
cleared the tree line. Our search was in 
vain, as we soon heard the sergeant 
screaming from pain, not anger. As I 
looked back over at him, I noticed that 
the soccer ball had only rolled about 
four inches, and upon further inspec¬ 
tion proved to have three holes bored 
into it in a familiar pattern. 

Yes friends and neighbors, it was a 
bowling ball painted up to look like a 
soccer ball, and Sgt. Streeter’s jump 
boot was pushed halfway back into his 
foot. He had broken every toe on his 

Continued on page 85 
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STUN GUNS 


V. 






ill 

1*51 

l&l 


50,000 VOLTS 
OF POWER!!! 

Defend yourself 
against muggers, 
dopers, rapists or 
any attacker without 
deadly force. Our 
Stun Guns will 
instantly M scramble M 
any assailant’s nervous system 
causing immediate, but temporary 
paralysis! By simply touching your 
attacker anywhere, he will drop to 
the ground a helpless blob of "jelly". 
Effective even through many layers 
of clothing, our Stun Guns are not 
lethal and are safe to the user. They 
cannot transmit shock back to you. 
Operate on 9-volt rechargeable 
battery (not included). Our regular 
Stun Gun has a full 50,000 volts of 
stopping power and our exclusive 
“Lightning" Stun Gun also includes 
a built-in high-intensity strobe light 
todisorient your assailant 

A007...Regular Stun $49.95 

A008...Lightning Stun. $59.95 

9-volt battery & Charger kit.. 
UNT1....$15.95 


Long-Distance 

Parabolic 

MICROPHONE 


/ 


Here is a professional quality long¬ 
distance microphone system at a 
very affordable price. A completely 
self-contained, hand-held listening 
device that will make sounds ieap 
across blocks and streets. The 
system comes complete with 
headset, flashlight microphone, 
parabolic booster-reflector and built- 
in jack for tape recorder. Perfect for 
hunters, surveillance work, or even 
bird listening. Powered by 9-volt 
battery. Solid state circuitry. 

SP17....Microphone...$139.95 


This quality telephone tap detector 
utilizes a double check system of 
tap detection. We have found no 
other phone detectors comparable 
in price or that can offer the 
following features: (1) Both a light 
emitting diode and meter readout. 
(2) If a bugging device is inserted or 
activated or if an extension is picked 
up while your line is in use, the LED 
wilt go out and the meter wili fall into 
the danger zone. (3) If a series bug 
is detected or someone is on an 
extension, all lines will be shut down 
except for the first two lines to 
connect. (4) If a bugging device is 
inserted or another extension is 
lifted while your phone is not in use, 
you will be alerted by the meter and 
the LED glowing. Comes complete 
with modular jack and plug and 
instructions. 

ST-1 ..Tap Detector...$7 9.9 5 


NARCOTICS 
ANALYSIS KIT 



This baton has an awesome 90,000 
volts of stopping power. It will 
intimidate most attackers without 
contact. "Hot" down the shaft as 
well as the contact probes. A full 18 
inches of stun power. This one is 
serious! 

OM-3. ..Super Baton.. $ 119.95 


You’ve never seen anything quite 
like our new "Silver" dollar Spy-Coin 
before. This coin is actually made 
from real Dollar coins with a secret 
compartment hidden inside. 
Perfect to carry your microfilm or 
other items completely concealed. 
OM-4..Spy Coin.$33.00 


Telephone 
Recording Device 





The reagents supplied in this kit will 
enable you to test for all types of 
narcotics, barbiturates, ampheta¬ 
mines and dangerous drugs. This 
kit also includes a color reaction 
chart that is extremely important 
when making presumptive tests. 
Comes with a complete instruction 
manual and all necessary imple¬ 
ments in a sturdy carrying case. 
CRP3..Narcotics Kit..,.$245.00 


SUPER 

STUN-BATON 


With this device, all of your tele¬ 
phone conversations can be auto¬ 
matically recorded on your tape 
recorder. Once connected, it will 
automatically turn your tape recorder 
on when the phone receiver is lifted 
off the hook, record both sides of 
the conversation with crystal clarity 
and then turn the recorder off and 
await the next telephone usage. 
Dead time on the tape is eliminated. 
It will also record the tones or pulses 
of the outgoing calls, enabling you 
to determine the dialed numbers if 
necessary. Completely silent 
functioning with no clicks heard on 
the line. This device is not intended 
for surreptitious surveillance. 

#SM-24.$29.95 


Big Catalog $1.00 I 
Free with Order 


The instantly effective non- 
lethal weapon! 

Cap-Stun is a unique new product 
using oleoresin capsicum derived 
from hot peppers as its active agent. 
Cap-Stun is a formula designed to I 
replace Chemical Mace and all other 
tear gas aerosols and comes in four 
sizes for most needs. Propellent 
blend and valve design provide the 
proper spray pattern so effectively 
to safely subdue all attacks. Cap- 
Stun has been field use proven 
superior to mace and CS tear gas in 
that it WILL control a drunk, 
psychotic, attack dog as well as drug 
abusers. Cap-Stun acts as an 
inflammatory agent rather than an 
irritant like the tear gasses. The 
inflamed mucous membrane ceils 
swell to prevent all but life support 
breathing as well as dilating the eye 
capillaries so the attacker is physi¬ 
cally blinded for the duration with no 
harmful aftereffects. Each Cap-Stun 
comes complete with leather holster 

#LP-1 3/4 oz.$14.95 

#LP-2 2 oz.$22.95 


Ordering Information: 

By Mail: Usa coupon or separata sheet. 
Include check, money order or credit card 
information. 

By Phone: CaJI 1-800527^434. Have 
all product and credit card information 
ready. Arizona residents call 1-602- 
371-1023. 

Satisfaction Guaranteed! 

Dealer inquiries invited: 


Mail In Orders: 


Charge Card Orders: 


Send check, MO or charge information to: TOLL FREE 


Guardian Security Products 
4001 East Fanfol • Dept. SF-10 
Phoenix, Arizona 85028 


1-800-527-4434 
in Arizona 
(602) 371-1023 


We Ship UPS 

Please provide street address 


We Accept VISA, MASTERCARD 
or AMERICAN EXPRESS! 


Qty. 

Number 

Description 

Price 













Charge my: MasterCard |_J Visa [] Amex SubTotal 

Credit Card Number Shipping 

Tax 

$3.50 

Expiration Date 
| | Check Enclosed 

j | Money Order Total 









































































THE DEVIL S PAINTBRUSH — 
SIR HIRAM MAXIM S GUN. By 
Dolf L. Goldsmith. Collector 
Grade Publications, Inc., Dept. 
SOF, P.0. Box 250, Station E, 
Toronto M6H 4E2, Canada. 1989. 
Hardcover. 384 pages with 482 
illustrations. $60. Review by Pe¬ 
ter G. Kokalis. 

Kaiser Wilhelm II said, “That is 

the gun — there is no other.” During 
World War I, British troops referred to 
it as the “Grim Reaper.” Hiram S. 
Maxim’s invention was the first 
machine gun to harness the force of 
recoil to feed the cartridges into posi¬ 
tion, dose the breech, release the sear, 
extract the empty case, eject it from the 
gun, and bring the next loaded round 
into position. As such, it was the death 
knell of hand-cranked guns like the 
Gatling, Nordenfelt, Gardner and 
Hotchkiss. 

There is no one more qualified to 
write about the Maxim machine gun 
that Dolf Goldsmith. He has been col¬ 
lecting, shooting and studying them for 
more than 40 years. It would be 
enough if his enthralling book covered 
no more than the Maxim’s complex 
taxonomy and technology. However, 
we are also treated to an all encompas¬ 
sing treatise that successfully captures 
the excitement of not only Maxim’s life 
itself, but the grandeur, and oftentimes 
hypocrisy and horror, of empires in 
their final throes. 

Self-educated, Maxim was a mqst 
amazing fellow. In addition to his gun, 
he invented the electric light, an air¬ 
plane and a self-powered mousetrap. 
The story of his genius and methods 
should be required reading for today’s 
often misguided small-arms designers. 

Most of the 19th and early 20th 
centuries’ great heroes and villains 
march across the pages of Gold¬ 
smith’s epic account, from the in¬ 
famous “Merchant of Death,” Sir 
Basil Zaharoff, to Field-Marshal Lord 
Kitchener of Khartoum. 

First combat use of the Maxim was 
in 1893 during the Matabele Wars in 
South Africa. An eye-witness re¬ 
ported “The bullets were flying over 
and under and round us, literally like 
hail — [the Matabele] never got 
nearer than 100 yards ... yelling like 
fiends and rushing on to certain 
death . . I never saw anything like 
these Maxim guns, nor dreamed that 
such things could be ...” 

During World War I, the Germans 
were first to realize its true potential. 
Initially, the British failed to respond in 
both equipment and tactics and hun¬ 
dreds of thousands of Allied troops 
were slaughtered in devastating 
assaults against German machine-gun 
positions. In awesome detail, Gold- 


Chinese gun crew with their Type 24 
Maxim set up for AA firing. Note the 
drum magazine, AA extension and 
ring-type AA sight. Photo: courtesy 
Robert W. Faris 

smith covers the service use of the 
Maxim in Great Britain, Germany, 
Russia, Switzerland, Finland, Belgium, 
China, Italy, Spain, Portugal, Scandi¬ 
navia, the Balkans, Latin America and 
the United States. 

The saga of its adoption by the Unit¬ 
ed States as the model of 1904 clearly 
establishes a sickening pattern of 
bureaucratic bungling that is unbroken 
to this day. 

Goldsmith ends his story with an in- 


KNIVES OF THE U.S. SPECIAL 
FORCES. By Tom Clinton. K&S 
Militaria, Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 
9630, Alpine, TX 79831. 1989. 
Softcover. 44 pages with 83 illus¬ 
trations. $12.95 plus $1.50 p&h. 
Review by Peter G. Kokalis. 

UnTIL the advent of Clinton’s im¬ 
pressive little tome, very little had been 
published about the combat blades of 
the U.S. Special Forces. He provides 
no text, and none is required as the 
impeccably precise line drawings and 
their accompanying captions reveal all. 
Except for the bolos, tomahawk and a 
few large bowies, which were reduced 
75 to 85 percent, all of the illustrations 
are full size. 

Most of the numerous SOG knives 
are shown: prototype, standard issue, 


depth look at the gun itself. There are 
sections on the theory of operation, 
loading, unloading, disassembly, 
assembly, ammunition, stoppages, 
belts and drums, troubleshooting, 
maintenance and other small, but im¬ 
portant, matters — here divulged for 
the first time by this 4 ‘King of Maxims, ” 
Throughout, the pages are filled 
with fascinating archival photos and 
splendid close-up illustrations. Without 
doubt, this is the finest gun book to be 
published in decades. Who could ask 
for anything more? An absolute must 
for every collector, shooter, military 
historian, designer and all those who 
would emulate the author’s effort on 
other topics of this nature. 


serial numbered, “sterile” and pre¬ 
sentation. In addition, you’ll find Spe¬ 
cial Forces Ka-Bar types and Fair¬ 
banks, as well as Western Bowies, the 
Navy pilot survival S.F. knife and 
several Gerbers. The sheaths are illus¬ 
trated also. General Jack Singlaub’s (at 
the time a colonel and chief of MACV/ 
SOG) presentation Bowie is pictured 
along with such esoterica as a SOG 
knife presented “TO GREY GHOST 
FROM WHIP.” It’s interesting to note 
how many of these knives were manu¬ 
factured in Japan and Taiwan. 

With a large oversize format of 914x14 
inches, Clinton’s fascinating book will 
provide important information to both 
collectors of Vietnam-era militaria and 
those who dream of uncovering a price¬ 
less treasure at the local flea market 
Highly recommended and a great value 
for its modest price. ^ 
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SOF ANGOLAN COMBAT REPORT 


Heavy downpour causes UNITA attack force to pause during advance on Cachingues. 


It has been 14 years since Jonas Savimbi’s 
UNITA (Portuguese acronym for National 
Union for the Total Liberation of Angola) 
movement escaped into the bush of remotest 
Angola. There , without money, short on 
arms and pursued relentlessly by Cuban 
MiGs, helicopter gunships and tanks , 
UNITA should have died a quick and unre¬ 
markable death. But showing a rare tenac¬ 
ity, UNITA not only clung to life , but slow¬ 
ly gathered strength and territory. Today 
they firmly control a third of the ex- 
Portuguese colony. On his second trip into 
Angola in six months y American photojour¬ 
nalist David James accompanied UNITA 
guerrillas into an area not seen by a Western 
reporters since 1977. 

OCTOBER 89 


L IGHTNING zigzagged across the wet 
sky. The long column of silent men 
froze in midstride under the blue-white 
flash. In the blindness that followed, the 
image of glistening ponchos over weapons 
and heavy packs remained. As the image 
faded, only the steady clump of boots gave 
away the presence of a thousand pairs of feet 
as they slipped and stumbled along the rut¬ 
ted road. 

Cold rain found its way under my pon¬ 
cho. I shivered and wondered what tomor¬ 
row morning would bring. Somewhere 
ahead the Angolan army (FAPLA) garrison 
post of Cachingues lay under the same tor¬ 
rential downpour. The rain was our cover; 
we were invisible, swallowed up by the 
night as we marched west to battle. And 
whatever was coming, it would be over in a 


HEART FOR 
ANGOLA 

David James, an American photo¬ 
journalist living in Great Britain, has 
recently spent over two years in south¬ 
ern Africa reporting on bush wars and 
special units. On his latest outing he 
visited several of Angola’s combat 
zones. This is the second of three 
James articles covering this war-tom 
country, His last feature article, 
“Angola’s Forgotten Front,” 
appeared in SOF, August ’89. He’s 
also written for Raids , International 
Defense Review , Defense , Armed 
Forces and Jane’s Defence Weekly. 
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GOOD MORNING, 

CACHINGUES! 

UNITA Fires Up FAPLA Fort Text & Photos by David James 
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i ofpifyil war in Angola, 
uns may be’ falling silent. 

PresidenUonas 

^ icnsu 

- met iri the small 


|Slie ift iiofilieni $iiretod : ; 



reconciliation. 

Victory for the 
i .pro-Western UNITA organization. : ' * 

' a W>don’t .presume Dos Santos &;Co.- 
^fiaVopon&to the negotiating table out of 
the goodness of their hearts: the bulk of 


mated at $15 million a year, including 

African assistance, they can hold and 
control a sizable part of the Angolan 


3|teriofatihg military opponent whose 
, primary backers—toSqyjet Union and 
Cuba — are cutting their losses; the pre¬ 
sence of the other African heads of state 
at Gbadolite confers international poli¬ 
tical legitimacy on Savimbi and UNITA; 
and the United States has promised to 
continue i#?su|port: for UNITA until 
there is a national reconciliation. 

• • * However, no sooner did the two 
Angolan leaders finish shaking hands in 
Gbadolite than problems arose. Zam- 


the 6O,0CiO-jmari Cuban .expeditionary % bia’s President Kuanda said, the agree- 

_ 1 'i' r_' j _ i ix _ _ e , „ — „ _ u: 


force which formed the backbone of 
FAPLA is in the process of withdrawing 

from; Apgpla, leaving plummetingf 
"a soaring FAPLA desertion 
itpilitary legacy, ; 

1PLA has come to realize 1 
,. r ,onge^ leasta 

Inmate against UNITA, or it 
icided—in the best of communist 
practice — to use a cease-fire as a cover 
c in lotorltq gain toe to strengthen and [ 
reposition its forces and logistics for a 
• : Vtiifti$t:agaihst.'UNITA before losing ma~ 
^jpr Cuban support. 

.“As we go„ to press,; Savimbi and 
UNIXA appear to hold .a: strong hand in ! 
jeither case: toy have shown that with 
Afeven limited ITS. military aid (esti- 



ment included, a proviso that Savimbi 
Would go into exile; there were also sug-. 

gestions that UNITA would be absorbed 
into the MPLA one-party structure. 


rejects absorbtion into the MPLA gov¬ 
ernment 1 ' (instead opting for a tran¬ 
sitional government leading to multipar¬ 
ty national elections) “and rejects sug¬ 
gestions of exile for pr, Savimbi or any 
other UNITA leader/* ’• ■ 
i; Both • sides Iknqw reconciliationwill • 
not be. an easy task, but as OAU Chair- 
man Moussa Traore of Mali said of the 
agreement, “This handshake represents 
a great day for Africiai r x : 

. ■—John Coleman 


Map shows Angola’s 15 provinces. Author 
journeyed from Jamba, UNITA’s 
administrative HQ, to Cachingues. 

few hours. 

Sitting far from the fighting in UNITA’s 
Jamba headquarters and listening to what 
seemed like wildly exaggerated claims 
raised a lot of skepticism. According to 
UNITA, its guerrilla forces operated with 
near impunity throughout most of Angola 
with support from the local population, 
while FAPLA seldom ventured outside its 
heavily defended bases without the direct 
support of their Cuban allies. It all sounded 
too much like propaganda. So I finally said, 
if what you’re saying is true, then show me. 
And they did. 

From my first trip with UNITA to the Ben- 
guela railway line (see “Angola’s Forgotten 
Front,’’ SOF, August ’89), I remembered the 
landmarks and bases as we ground slowly 
northward for a week: Likuwa, UNITA’s 
main logistics base; Mavinga, the objective of 
nearly every Cuban/FAPLA offensive; Kom- 
bambi and Chilombo—all of it seen from the 
back of a lony heavy with supplies and my 15 
bodyguards. At Chilombo we turned west to 
UNITA’s administrative and coordination 
center for Bie Province, where we were 
greeted by Captain Paulo Saul, our guide to 
the front headquarters. 

A few hours more brought us to the edge 
of a shana — a wide savannah — bordering 
the Kwanza River. This was the end of 
UNITA’s “consolidated area.’’ We were 
ferried across the Kwanza on inflatable 
boats and continued on foot to the Bie front 
headquarters, where I was welcomed by 
Lieutenant Colonel Implakavela. Already 
advised by radio of my coming, he greeted 
me with the information that a major opera¬ 
tion was being planned. 

Majoj Chimuku Etila Liakevela, the 
operational commander for the attack, ex¬ 
plained that reconnaissance units already 
had two enemy bases under observation. As 
soon as they radioed their intelligence re¬ 
ports on enemy troop strengths and disposi¬ 
tions, we would begin the march. Three 
days later we headed west. 

With three columns totalling over 1,000 
people — at least 200 of whom were mem¬ 
bers of the local population carrying food 
and ammunition — I was amazed that we 
moved during daylight hours. Major Chi¬ 
muku seemed unworried about possible air- 
strikes by Angolan fighter-bombers or 
gunships. When I finally voiced my concern 
as we were crossing a wide shana , he only 
smiled. “We hope they come,’’ he said. 
Though I never saw any, I assumed the 
confidence was due to U.S.-supplied Sting¬ 
er missiles. 

On the fourth day, a halt was called and 
the officers and senior NCOs gathered 
around a scale model of the FAPLA garri¬ 
son post they would be attacking. It was 
Cachingues, an important garrison post for 
Cuban and FAPLA supply convoys moving 
along the tarred road from Huambo to the 
major base at Menongue. The men who 
would be leading the special penetration 
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MiG-21 destroyed by U.S.-supplied Stinger 
missile a few kilometers north of 
Cachingues. 



unit grinned and punched each other in the 
arm. 

Silence quickly returned as the defenses 
were explained. A mine field 50 meters 
deep surrounded the base; defensive tren¬ 
ches containing the 2nd and 3rd battalions 
of FAPLA’s 48 th Brigade — some 500 men 
— lay behind the mines. A battalion of the 
75th Territorial Force Brigade — another 
250 men — occupied positions inside the 
ex-Portuguese town. Heavy weapons in¬ 
cluded 82mm mortars and B-10 recoilless 
rifles. The only way in would be directly 
down the old Portuguese dirt road that en¬ 
tered the town from the northeast. Locations 
of a trip wire and sentry post on the road 
were noted. Immediately after the briefing a 
war cry went up among the assembled men 
as they stamped over the model of Caching¬ 
ues, symbolically destroying it. 

I couldn’t tell if their reaction was boyish 
bravado or genuine enthusiasm. Although I 
knew I would be in little danger — they 
wouldn’t allow me in until the attack was 
over — a look at what they had to face was 
chilling. 

It’s at moments like this that you begin to 
question the morality of your job. It was 
profoundly disturbing that people on both 
sides were likely to die all for the benefit of 
the press. You try to rationalize it by saying 
the attack would take place whether you 
were present or not, but it is still a terrible 
responsibility. 

At dawn the next morning the assembled 
force began the last 20 miles to Cachingues. 
Our march progressed in easy stages to en¬ 
sure that everyone arrived relatively rested 
for the attack and immediate withdrawal, 
especially if the Cubans reacted with rein¬ 
forcements and we had to run for our lives. 
Ten miles from the target we stopped to wait 
for nightfall. With two wide shanas to cross, 
there was no guarantee that FA PL A did not 
have observation posts. 

At midnight we stopped in the middle of 
the second shana as engineers threw a 
bridge of tree trunks and branches across a 
rain-swollen river. There was something 
surrealistic about it at that point. Hidden by 
high elephant grass, we settled into folding 
chairs which had been brought for me and 
Maj. Chimuku, lit damp cigarettes and dis¬ 
cussed world politics. I had to constantly 
remind myself that I was in the center of 
Angola, surrounded by some 800 UNITA 
guerrillas and heading for a battle. What 
was extraordinary was the apparent lack of 
concern or fear. There was, instead, an aura 
of absolute confidence that was contagious. 

Two hours later we stopped once more as 
an ox-drawn cart with a captured B-12 
107mm multiple rocket launcher was sited 
on a hillside and trained on Cachingues. The 
penetration unit was sent ahead while we 
waited for the final advance. I lay down 
with the others on the wet, washboard sur¬ 


face of the dirt road and wrapped the poncho 
around me. 

It was 0400 when Maj. Chimuku shook 
me awake and we began the final push. In 
less than an hour we were half a mile from 
Cachingues, hidden behind a small rise. I 
checked my watch: 0505. If the attack was 
proceeding according to plan, the penetra¬ 
tion unit was already making its move into 
the town. There was a hiss on the radio and 
Maj. Chimuku keyed the microphone to 
acknowledge the whispered report. 
“They’ve disarmed the mine on the road 
and killed the sentry,” he said quietly. I 
raised my eyebrows questioningly and he 
drew a finger quickly across his throat. Ten 
minutes later another hiss confirmed that all 
250 UNITA guerrilla fighters were now in¬ 
side the base and silently spreading out be¬ 
hind the defensive trenches. Tense smiles 
passed between the men around me. Sur¬ 
prise, that most important of guerrilla tac¬ 
tics, had been achieved. 

Moments later, a sudden burst of 
machine-gun fire shattered the dawn and 
firing erupted throughout Cachingues ahead 
of us. There was a sharp report from behind 
and a rocket moaned overhead to explode on 
the far side of the town. “Good morning, 
Cachingues,” someone murmured as trac¬ 


ers criss-crossed and flares rose over the 
battle. Dull bangs of grenades and mortars 
punctuated the firing as shrill, confusing 
reports began coming in over the radio. 

“Be calm, be calm,” Maj. Chimuku 
urged in Portuguese. “Where are our peo¬ 
ple? What is the disposition of our troops?” 

A report came back that they were en¬ 
gaged in hand-to-hand fighting. Quickly 
changing frequencies, he ordered the mortar 
and rocket batteries to hold their fire. Until 
the situation inside Cachingues was clear, 
he could not risk supporting fire for fear of 
killing his own men. Needing a clearer view 
of the situation, he strode toward the fight¬ 
ing with his radioman. 

Within minutes it was obvious that the 
combat was shifting toward the south. 
“They are retreating,” confirmed Captain 
Walter, listening to our radio. As the over¬ 
cast morning lightened, another rocket sped 
overhead, followed by a full salvo. The 
mournful sound of 107mm rockets ended in 
rapid thumps among the retreating and con¬ 
fused FAPLA soldiers. 

An hour after the first shots had been 
fired, our group regained the road and 
moved toward Cachingues, stopping as in¬ 
tense fire broke out toward our left front. 
Two mortar crews and civilian ammunition 
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ABOVE: Part of advancing force crossing a 
wide shana. Although no one showed 
concern about possible air attack, an air 
defense battalion deployed around the 
columns assured a warm reception to any 
pilot brave enough to come near. 

bearers ran by us in the direction of the 
fighting. 

“The enemy are trying to counterat¬ 
tack/’ said Capt. Sigunda, monitoring the 
radio. “The major has ordered the mortars 
forward.” 

Another salvo of rockets passed overhead 
to explode somewhere south of town as the 
crackling of AKs and machine guns reached 
a crescendo. Over the radio I heard Maj. 
Chimuku checking with his company com¬ 
manders. When it was confirmed that the 
FAPLA troops were in full retreat and a 
security perimeter had been thrown around 
the town, he ordered my escort to ‘ ‘bring the 
journalist in for his photographs.” 

As we entered Cachingues, the guerrillas 
were already placing explosive charges in 
the stuccoed buildings. Others were collect¬ 
ing scattered documents, medical supplies, 
ammunition and food. On the south end of 
the town, we cut across a maize field to 
inspect the hastily abandoned defensive 
positions. As we approached the trenches, a 
group of 15 men emerged from a maize field 
50 meters ahead. Captain Walter jumped 
protectively in front of me, shouting 
“FAPLA!” Rounds began cracking the air 
over our heads as all of us ducked. A tall 
UNITA officer immediately spun around 
and fired his M79 grenade launcher before a 
dozen assault rifles opened up and the sur¬ 
prised enemy turned and ran back into their 
cover. I hunkered down with Maj. Chimuku 
as he spoke with UNITA sections to our east 
and west. From both directions automatic 
weapons sprayed the area where the FAPLA 


RIGHT: This 15-year-old Angolan army 
soldier was one of 16 prisoners taken during 
the attack. He is wearing a second-hand 
uniform and was never issued boots. 


BELOW: Civilian ammunition bearers leave 
a forward guerrilla base en route to 
Cachingues carrying 107mm rockets, 
mortar rounds and anti-tank mines. 



RIGHT: UNITA intelligence officer briefs 
attack leaders on defenses at Cachingues. 
Black stripe represents tarred road running 
north to south. Dirt road entering from top 
left of picture is one used by penetration 
force to infiltrate the garrison. 
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Author David James and part of his 
bodyguard crossing the Cuchi River in 
western Bie Province. 


soldiers had disappeared. 

As soon as the brief firefight ended we 
rose and continued our inspection. In the 
trenches lay four FAPLA soldiers killed 
during the attack; numerous blood trails led 
away from the town. A barefoot young boy 
in a tattered FAPLA uniform, his hands 
tied, stood next to two bodies. I stopped and 
tried to talk with him, but he was too fright¬ 
ened to speak. One of the UNITA soldiers, 
flushed with victory and adrenaline, 
laughed and joked roughly with him in Por¬ 
tuguese. 

‘ ‘ You are just a baby FAPLA who knows 
nothing. Better we shoot you so we don’t 
have to watch you on the way back.” 

Private Bernardo Ngulu of the 75th Ter¬ 
ritorial Force looked down and began to 
sob. “Please, my brother died last year of 
disease and now I am the only one my father 
has, please don’t shoot me.” The laughing 
ended and one of the officers put his hand on 
the boy’s shoulder and promised that they 
didn’t shoot prisoners. 

At 0900 we walked boldly out of 
Cachingues on the tarred road. Again I 
questioned the possibility of air attack. 
FAPLA must have radioed that they were 
under attack before they ran. 

“Yes,” said the major, “but we will 
show you why their pilots are afraid to fly 
against us now.” Just a mile from the 
town I saw it. West of the road the tail of a 
MiG-21 protruded from the ground. 
“Stinger?” I asked as we turned to ex¬ 
amine the three-month old wreckage. 
“Perhaps,” said Maj. Chimuku, declin¬ 
ing to confirm or deny that UNITA en¬ 
joyed the use of the deadly missile. 

A few miles further we left the tank- 
scarred road to head east. As we moved 
steadily through the scattered bush, he took 
the handset from his radioman and spoke to 
the B-12 crew. “Tell FAPLA goodbye for 
us,” he said. Within seconds there was a 
ripple of reports from the MRL (multi¬ 
barrel rocket launcher). The distinctive 


moan of rockets terminated in closely- 
spaced explosions south of Cachingues. 

It was nine hours after the beginning of 
the attack when we heard the sound of a 
fighter-bomber passing behind us. I turned 
and scanned the bottom of the clouds, hop¬ 
ing to catch a glimpse of it, but the pilot 
remained carefully above the high overcast. 
“You see why we are not worried about 
them?” said Capt. Paulo. It would be the 
only evidence I would hear of Angolan air 
power. 

After a day’s rest we turned northwest, 
recrossing the tarred road far above 
Cachingues to a spot near the village of 
Cangote. There, a political rally had been 
organized with over 5,000 members of the 
local population. The fact that we were 
within six miles of three FAPLA brigades at 
Shinguar and not more than 20 minutes by 
air from a complete FAPLA helicopter reg¬ 
iment at Huambo, was proof that in this 
area, at least, Jonas Savimbi’s guerrillas 
operated with the impunity they claimed. 

If the FAPLA prisoners I interviewed 
were typical, UNITA’s confidence in the 
field is hardly unwarranted. Private Paulo 
Jose Chitumba, one of those taken at 
Cachingues, said the first person to break 
and run during the attack was his brigade 
commander, Lieutenant Magalhaes. Both 
Chitumba and Bernardo Ngulu admitted 
that FAPLA patrols seldom ventured more 
than three kilometers from base for fear of 
being captured “like chickens” by UNITA 
guerrillas. 

Of the 13 prisoners I interviewed both in 
the bush and in Jamba, all said much the 
same: morale was low, food and medical 
facilities poor, discipline almost non¬ 
existent, desertion high and corruption rife 
among senior officers. They also believed it 
was only the continued presence of the 
Cubans which prevented a UNITA victory. 
Are the Cubans withdrawing? I asked Pri¬ 
vate Jose Manuel Sambule of the FAPLA 
66th Brigade. He said he had seen 1,500 
Cubans leave Huambo, but friends later told 
him that within weeks 1,500 new Cubans — 
mostly black — arrived to take their place. 

As the days passed on our walk back to 
the Kwanza River, I tried to analyze what I 
had seen. If my observations held for the 
rest of Angola, they added up to a number of 
inescapable conclusions: (1) UNITA con¬ 
trols vast areas of the Angolan countryside 
within easy striking range of the Angolan 
army and air force; (2) Large elements of the 
Angolan military are so completely de¬ 
moralized and moribund that they have no 
desire to come to grips with UNITA forces; 
and (3) Without the continued occupation of 
strategic points by Cuban troops, Angola 
would quickly fall to UNITA. 

The proof, of course, will come on I July 
1991 — if Cuba abides by the Brazzaville 
agreement and withdraws the last of its 
troops. Unless the present situation changes 
dramatically between now and then, the ball 
won’t simply be in Savimbi’s court. He’ll 
own it. 

I’d like to be there when it happens.)^ 
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I WAS not in a very good mood. I had just 
been kicked out of the Khmer People's 
National Liberation Front’s (KPNLF) main 
civilian base camp by the Thai military au¬ 
thorities. 

Site Two had been closed to all non- 
essential personnel, including medical and 
United Nations workers, for several days as 
a result of daily Vietnamese shelling but I 
managed to get in that morning and was 
waiting with the terrified civilian population 
for the expected daily dose of big gun in¬ 
timidation. Around noon the first 107mm 
rockets landed, killing one man and injuring 
a workman and a young child. They were 
probably coming from the former KPNLF 
military base of San Ro, about two-and-a- 
half kilometers to the southeast, which had 
been captured during a previous Viet¬ 
namese diy-season offensive. A woman 
showed me the trajectory of one piece of 
shrapnel which had gone through 17 bam¬ 
boo and thatch huts in the densely populated 
camp, passing within a meter of her sleep¬ 
ing baby. 

A “Situation Four” had been called, 
meaning too late to evacuate — take im¬ 
mediate cover. But the Thai authorities had 
heard I was there, located me, and escorted 
me to the perimeter. U.S. Vice President 
Dan Quayle was scheduled to visit the camp 
the following week as a show of support to 
the Non-Communist Resistance, but as I was 
riding out on my motorcycle, it was clear 
that the Secret Service folks scheduled to 
arrive in a few days would be looking for a 
change of venue. The Quayle visit was sub¬ 
sequently cancelled, moved several hundred 
kilometers to the civilian encampment of the 
other non-communist resistance, the Armee 
Nationale Sihanoukiste (ANS). 

I returned to the Thai border town of 


Once stabilized, ambush victims were 
transported to Red Cross surgical facility 
via UN vehicle. 
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LEFT: Surviving Cambodian cattle traders, 
ambushed because they would not pay 
“taxes” to Vietnamese-controlled Heng 
Samrin troops, reach Thailand and medical 
help near Tapraya. 

RIGHT: Refugee camps along the 
Thai/Cambodian border, thanks to 
volunteer medical teams, can provide 
medical attention. They cannot, however, 
provide refuge, as camps are shelled at will 
by Vietnamese army units in Cambodia. 


BACK TO BANGKOK 

A few months ago, George Jones was a 
desk jockey in an eastern state bureaucracy 
with prospects of steady work, good pay, 
and engaged to be married. 

Reconsidering, Jones pulled the pin, 
went to Southeast Asia with a camera 
and started covering myriad mini-wars 
as a free-lance photojoumalist. SOF 
publisher Bob Brown recently met him 
in Bangkok, and as a result we are able to 
welcome Jones’ first SOF story, about 
free-lance journalism on the weird and 
wild Cambodian border. 



Tapraya, 30 kilometers to the south of Site 
Two, not sure how I was going to spend the 
rest of my day. I stopped by a radio base 
station operated by a fellow I knew. Prasart 
was a well-connected former Thai military 
officer who had a love for electronics — 
radios in particular. Although he coordi¬ 
nates a complex system of radio field com¬ 
munication for the border relief effort, he 
has a number of two-way radios he monitors 
simultaneously, including those of the In¬ 
ternational Committee of the Red Cross, the 
Thai military, and the Khmer Resistance. 
He speaks fluent Thai, Khmer and English. 
If anything is developing in this border re¬ 
gion, Prasart is often the first to know. 

4 'George, you always seem to show up 
when things are interesting,” he said with a 
smile. 

“Why, what’s going on?” I replied. 

“You know there is a Situation Four in 
Site Two,” he said. 

“I know, I just came from there.” 

“Well, I just got word that there are 
wounded coming out from north of Phnom 
Chhat,” he continued, referring to the 
Khmer Rouge headquarters of the 59th 
Battalion located about 10 kilometers to the 
southeast. “It looks like the casualties are 
heavy. I just called Papa and Whiskey for 
permission to send ambulances to a pickup 
point,” he said referring to the Red Cross 
and United Nations Field Directors. “I 
think you might want to get down there.” 

He gave me rough coordinates and I was 
off. There is no way to properly cover the war 
in Cambodia without a motorcycle, especially 
in the rainy season. Many areas are simply not 
accessible by car, and it can take hours to walk 
to many of the guerrilla bases once the roads 
end. This was just such a time, I thought, as I 
maneuvered through two kilometers of rice 
paddies toward where the wounded were sup¬ 
posedly coming out. 



Khmer Rouge soldiers from Khao Din 
military base south of Aranyaprathct, 
Thailand. 


There was a sense of controlled chaos 
when I arrived. In a clearing at the edge of a 
rice paddy, about 50 people were gathered, 
most of them wounded. There were a few 
Khmer Rouge soldiers with their familiar 
Chinese Kalashnikovs and their green uni¬ 
forms, who seemed to be monitoring the 
scene. The rest included about a dozen 
medical workers who, not being able to go 
to work at Site Two, had received a message 
over their compulsory hand-held radios that 
there were wounded in need of attention 
near Tapraya. There were no Red Cross 
ambulances yet and no coordination. The 
relief workers were doing the best they 
could with limited equipment. Most of them 
worked in hospital and primary-medical- 
care facilities in Site Two. 

With a population of 174,000, Site Two 
is the second largest Cambodian city in the 
world, behind Phnom Penh, despite the fact 
that it’s a refugee camp several kilometers 
inside Thailand. Like any city, there is a 
need for an extensive medical infrastruc¬ 
ture, and these folks have come from all 
over the world to volunteer their expertise. 
It has been said that the population of Site 


Two has access to better medical care than 
any comparable rural population in South¬ 
east Asia. The doctors and nurses there that 
day were not battlefield medics, however, 
and for most of them this was a new experi¬ 
ence. The most severely wounded were 
treated first, with IVs attached after vital 
signs were ascertained. One doctor was 
squeezing an IV bottle with both hands, 
attempting to speed the process of replen¬ 
ishing a man who had lost a lot of blood. 

I walked among the wounded, taking pic¬ 
tures and asking questions in my broken 
Cambodian. Apparently a group of more 
than 100 Cambodians, escorted by about 20 
Khmer Rouge soldiers, were ambushed 
about five kilometers inside Cambodia by 
Vietnamese-backed Heng Samrin troops. 
The dispute was over control of a lucrative 

“Protective” tattoos worn by former soldier 
were intended to prevent battlefield injury, 
and appear to be about 50 per cent effective 

-trooper lost only one leg when he 

stepped on a land mine. 
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ABOVE: Vice President Dan Quayle presses 
the flesh at Site B to indicate U.S. support 
for an independent Cambodia. 

RIGHT: People at Site B, loyal to Prince 
Sihanouk, were addressed by the prince last 
May. 


cattle trading market, and casualties were 
primarily Cambodian cattle traders who had 
refused for the fifth (and last) time to pay the 
local Heng Samrin troops “taxes” to take 
their cattle through government-controlled 
territory to markets in Thailand. The traders 
had come into Thailand in the morning, sold 
their cattle for between 4,000 and 12,000 
baht each ($160-$480 U.S.), and were re¬ 
turning for the four-day-and-four-night 
walk through the jungle to their homes. 
What they did not know was that as soon as 
they passed through on their way to the Thai 
border the Heng Samrin troops had set up an 
ambush site. With trip-wire activated mines 
set along the path, a group of about 100 
were killed or wounded within a matter of 
seconds. Those that were not hit by the 
shrapnel of the mines were ambushed by a 
platoon-sized group of Heng Samrin sol¬ 
diers lying in wait with rifles and B-40 rock¬ 
et propelled grenades. Except for the 20 
Khmer Rouge soldiers, the traders were un¬ 
armed. The wounded I talked to said that 
more than five were killed in the initial 
attack and that many more were wounded. 
Many of the wounded fled into the jungle, 
trying to avoid the assault on the survivors. 
Many of the more seriously wounded were 
not able to get out, and probably were hid¬ 
ing in the jungle, unaware that medical help 
-awaited them if they could make it to Thai¬ 
land. Only 35 out of the more than 120 had 
made it and dusk was approaching. 

I walked over to a Khmer Rouge with an 
AK and started snapping a few pictures. 



“No pictures,” he immediately barked, as 
he turned his back. 

I followed him and smiled a friendly 
smile. “Fuck you, asshole. You are in Thai 
territory and you can’t do a thing about it if I 
take your picture,” I said, knowing full well 
he didn’t understand a thing. 

There was a satisfaction in telling the 
Khmer Rouge to go to hell. Many journal¬ 
ists were killed during the fighting in Cam¬ 
bodia in the 1970s, some of them disappear¬ 
ing in Khmer Rouge-held areas, never to be 
heard from again . They tend to see all West¬ 
erners as the enemy, and there had been 
plenty of times that they had taken my film 
at gunpoint, accused me of being CIA, and 
even arrested me. Not to mention that out of 
the thousands of Cambodians I have met 
over the years, I have yet to meet one who 
didn’t lose a family member or friend during 
the three and a half years that the Khmer 
Rouge ruled Cambodia. These were clearly 
some of the most offensive thugs to get 
together an army and take over a govern¬ 
ment in my lifetime. Besides, this Khmer 
Rouge unit had the task of protecting the 
traders on their return to Cambodia, and 
they obviously didn’t do a heck of a job. So, 
fuck you. asshole. 


As I was interviewing the wounded, there 
were intermittent arrivals of more, some on 
makeshift stretchers (a hammock tied to a 
bamboo pole), some walking, and a few on 
the back of motorcycles. I went up to a 
fellow who seemed to be coordinating the 
retrieval of the wounded to try to get more 
information. It was getting dark, he said, 
but there were many more wounded still in 
the jungle. The problem was that Heng 
Samrin troops were still in the area and the 
Khmer Rouge were refusing to send troops 
in to assist in the retrieval of the severely 
wounded. No one had been to the massacre 
site, but there would be an attempt come 
daybreak. 

“Could I come along,” I inquired. After 
a check with his compatriots, he returned 
and said yes. I was to meet him at dawn. 

By the end of the day 38 wounded had 
emerged from the Cambodian jungle, been 
delivered to the International Committee of 
the Red Cross, and taken to the ICRC sur¬ 
gical hospital at the U.N. refugee camp of 
Khao I Dang 30 kilometers south of Tap- 
raya. But there were many more wounded, 
and it could only be hoped that a rescue team 
could get to them before the Heng Samrin 
troops, or before they died of their injuries. 
That was the task of those I was to accom¬ 
pany the next morning. 

From our meeting point the next morn¬ 
ing, 1 accompanied a group of four or five 
Thais in a pickup truck several klicks south¬ 
east toward the Khmer Rouge military base 
of Phnom Chhat. I wasn’t sure who these 
Thais were or exactly what they did for a 
living but you learn not to ask too many 
questions on the border, and as long as they 
blew what they were doing I really didn’t 
need to know. We abandoned the pickup 
several kilometers after we left the last real 
road, unable to move the vehicle further 
over the scrub terrain. We got out and 
started walking through lightly wooded ter¬ 
rain, with elephant grass, brush, and thin 
trees. It was a strange area, with no huts or 
cultivated land for several klicks behind us. 
Minutes into the walk, three people 
appeared walking toward us from the east. 
One had shrapnel wounds to the legs, and 
the other two were assisting him to the Red 
Cross ambulance on stand-by near Tapraya. 
After spending the night in the jungle, he 
had come over the border at daybreak and 
had run into the other Iwo. There were more 
wounded across the border, he was sure of 
it. Since they were over an hour’s walk to 
the ambulance, we sent our driver to accom¬ 
pany them in the truck. 

We walked another 45 minutes to a small 
clearing, passing one body near the path. He 
had died the night before, I was informed. 
Coming with a group of several wounded, 
he had succumbed to his wounds here, and 
they left him at this spot while the others 
continued towards medical help. 

At the clearing we met up with a ragtag 
group of six men, bringing our group to a 
total of 11, including myself. I was happy to 
see Noi, the fellow I had seen just the night 
before when he had approved my request to 
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RIGHT: PRC Type 69 mines as recovered 
by Khmer Rouge sapper along the trail 
across K-5 Line into Cambodia 

BELOW RIGHT: Author’s Area of 
Operations along Thai/Cambodian border. 


accompany them to the massacre site. He 
was an impressive fellow, exuding quiet 
confidence, and clearly in charge. Only in 
his early twenties, I was to find out that Noi 
was the leader of a three-man Thai ground- 
intelligence unit, whose job was to monitor 
the Khmer military situation in this area of 
the border. He was an intelligence grunt, 
who passed the information to some office 
in the Thai border town of Aranyaprathet. 
He had regular interface with the Khmer 
Rouge, the KPNLF, and the Vietnamese- 
backed Heng Samrin troops of the People’s 
Republic of Kampuchea. Given that all 
three of the groups regularly attack each 
other, Noi’s ability to move among the fac¬ 
tions was impressive. He was just the type 
of guy I like to know in my line of work. 

Noi laid out the itinerary: He had sent an 
emissary to the Khmer Rouge military com¬ 
mander to request troops to accompany us 
into Cambodia to the massacre site. We 
were to wait here until they returned. The 
massacre site was about six kilometers east, 
and the path was heavily mined. We would 
have a trained mine expert whose job was to 
detect the mines, and defuse them or lead us 
around them but it would be slow moving. 
The area where we were going was long 
controlled by Heng Samrin troops. No one 
had been to the massacre site yet, and we did 
not know what to expect. Our mission was 
to retrieve wounded, since more than 60 
people were still unaccounted for, and those 
that were not killed were probably still in the 
area. If the Heng Samrin troops saw us, they 
would probably shoot us. Noi promised to 
do his best to avoid that possibility. 

Our group of 11 was a strange and motley 
one indeed. A mix of Thais, Khmer Rouge, 
and a few who were fluent in both lan¬ 
guages. None were in uniform, some were 
barefoot, others had Ho Chi Minh sandals. 
Noi wore a pair of relatively new military- 
issue combat boots, a white T-shirt and fa¬ 
tigue pants with a canteen attached. All of 
them had huge knives or sickles. There were 
a couple of guns and grenades among us. 
Everyone was quite sullen, some whittling 
wood with their knives, others rolling 
cigarettes with newsprint and raw tobacco, 
and still others eating plain cooked rice from 
small bags tied to their waist. There were 
sporadic rockets landing to the south of us, 
but they didn’t seem to merit more than a 
brief turn of the head from our group. Twice 
the dull thud of a land mine detonated in the 
direction we were to go, and a few would 
get up to assess the situation, walking a few 
meters to stare intently into the jungle, only 
to return to squat with the group. No one 
spoke much. I had little idea of what was 
going on. I had met a few of these folks 
briefly the day before, but I had no idea of 
what exactly any of them were doing in this 
no man’s land about five kilometers from 
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the nearest cultivated land. Since none of 
them spoke a word of English, we were 
communicating in my smattering of Khmer 
interspersed with a few Thai words. 

The emissaries Noi had dispatched to the 
Khmer Rouge base camp returned in about 
an hour. We had been refused troops. The 
Khmer Rouge had said it was “too danger¬ 
ous,” according to Noi, and besides they 
didn’t want to travel with a Westerner. 

But we had our human mine detector, and 
we began the next leg of our journey. In 
single file, we began to walk. Two scouts 
were sent ahead about 20 meters, and the 
Khmer Rouge fellow trained in mine detec¬ 
tion was, of course, in front of the group. 
The jungle quickly became denser. Along 
the single path, less than two feet wide, 
visibility was about 10 meters. 

We were less than 50 meters into the 
jungle when a wave from the scouts brought 
us to a halt. They had discovered the first 
mines, buried on the path. They marked the 
spot with a simple X scratched in the dirt 
with a stick and put a couple sticks on either 
side, guiding us around it. As I passed by I 
tried not to ponder the fact that, to me, it 
looked no different than the rest of the path. 

The jungle became progressively thicker, 
visibility decreasing to a few meters. We 
walked slowly. [ felt a little guilty as I 


carefully placed my feet in the footprints of 
the fellow ahead of me. At one point I 
passed him, simply walking around him, 
stepping off the narrow path in the process. 
A whispered command came from ahead. 
Noi came back to me. “Stay on the path no 
matter what.” he said firmly as if he was 
talking to a child. His “you don’t get it, do 
you?” look made me feel foolish. 

Hell, I thought, I am a city boy from 
Massachusetts. We don’t have jungles 
where I come from, and we certainly don’t 
have mines. I wouldn’t know the difference 
between a claymore and half-buried Bud- 
weiser can. I have no military training. 
Hell, I don’t even have any photography 
training. Even if I do manage to get some 
good shots, I don’t know whether anyone 
will buy them. I have not forgotten the times 
before that I have photographed firefights 
only to be offered 25 bucks apiece for the 


RIGHT: Dead cattle traders at massacre 
site, mined and gunned down by 
Vietnamese-backed Heng Samrin “troops” 
for refusing to pay “taxes.” 

BELOW: As author and his group neared 
ambush site they followed trail of bodies of 
the slaughtered and scavenged victims. 


best ones. “Good pictures,” they say, 
“But, frankly, a firefight in Cambodia isn’t 
of much interest in Peoria.” 

We were waved to a halt. More mines, 
the relayed whisper confirmed. About three 
meters ahead, our Khmer Rouge human 
mine detector went to work. Savuth, only 
19, had no family and had lived in the 
Khmer Rouge border bases since the Viet¬ 
namese occupation of Cambodia in 1979. I 
was impressed. He was like a coon dog. 
Wielding only a thin bamboo stick and a 
determined gaze, he found more than a 
dozen areas that were mined that day. Some 
locations had several devices, with trip 
wires positioned on alternate routes around 
the mined path. Savuth motioned to me to 
come to him. “Right here,” he pointed to a 
spot in front of us. I looked intently, but saw 
nothing. He reached down and gingerly cra¬ 
dled a thin green wire stretched about three 
inches above the ground in some light 
brush. He followed the wire gently with his 
fingers off of the path, poking the ground 
and digging gently with his stick at suspi¬ 
cious dirt. About a meter off the path the 
wire led to a spring-detonated Type 69. 
Savuth untied the wire from the mine and 
then proceeded to deactivate the spring de¬ 
tonator. He handed the mine to me. “You 
want it?” he said, “I have plenty.” 

I am sure he did. The Thai Cambodian 
border has served as a refuge for more than a 
generation of guerrilla fighters, starting 
with the anti-French Khmer Issareks shortly 
after World War II. During the 1970s, a 
number of small groups of anti-Khmer 
Rouge resistance fled to the mountainous 
sanctuaries of the Dong Rak escarpment. 
When the Vietnamese invaded Cambodia 
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on Christmas Day 1978, hundreds of 
thousands fled to the border area, develop¬ 
ing an armed resistance that now numbers 
more than 60,000. The first thing every unit 
does when they take over a piece of real 
estate is surround the perimeter with mines. 
The annual Vietnamese dry season offen¬ 
sive has dislodged scores of camps during 
the 10-year-old war. But the mines stay 
behind, and the ritual is repeated as the 
guerrillas move to new sanctuaries. After so 
many years, the Cambodian border region 
has been turned into a series of mined paths 
that snake through vast areas, long aban¬ 
doned, where every step is fraught with 
danger. The refugee camps have thousands 
of mine victims, and bustling workshops 
that are devoted strictly to churning out 
wooden legs. Often one will see a new mine 
victim helping to carve his own prosthesis in 
these surreal workshops, which are virtually 
a cottage industry on the Cambodian border 
of the 1980s. 

We had been walking for almost an hour 
when the leading scouts again brought us to 
a halt. I looked ahead and saw 10 meters in 
front of me what I immediately recognized 
as the infamous “K-5.” K-5 is a barbed- 
wire barricade that runs more than 100 kilo¬ 
meters in the Cambodia jungle parallel to 
the Thai border. It is a sophisticated barrier 
system, surrounded by mines on both sides 
with wire activated devices that run through 
the fencing itself. Shaped like an inverted 
V, the pinnacle is more than a metei-and-a- 
half off the ground, with one fenee perpen¬ 
dicular to the ground in the middle, with 
booby-trapped wire fencing coming down 
from the peak on both sides at a 45 degree 
angle, reaching the ground about seven feet 


apart. After the Vietnamese launched their 
crushing 1984-85 dry season offensive, 
routing virtually every resistance base 
camp, they built this barricade several 
klicks inside Cambodia, to prevent the re¬ 
sistance from launching attacks from their 
new sanctuaries in Thailand. It has proven 
very effective, eliminating many infiltration 
routes. I heard many soldiers speaking of 
the disruption that K-5 had caused them in 
their forays into the Cambodian interior. 

Ironically, it also proved a boost to the 
resistance as well. Thousands of Cambo¬ 


dians were conscripted into forced work 
brigades by the Vietnamese to build this 
barrier in the jungle. Thousands of people 
contracted malaria in these brigades, and 
hundreds stepped on mines. There was vast 
resentment by civilians throughout Cambo¬ 
dia, as people returned to their home pro¬ 
vinces with horror stories from the west. 
Hundreds of young men fled to the sanctu¬ 
ary of the resistance camps rather than be 
subjected to the labor brigades. 

K-5 was an impressive structure but the 
fence had been cut, with a gap of about a 
meter, in the spot we were. It was in an area 
that was lightly forested, and the fence dis¬ 
appeared into the trees going in both direc¬ 
tions. Savuth showed me two more Type 
69s and more trip wires that disappeared 
into the fencing. He added the deactivated 
mines to his collection. “Why,” I inquired, 
“exactly are you saving those things?” It 
seemed Savuth had a broader job descrip¬ 
tion than I realized. Not only was he skilled 
in detecting and defusing these cylindrical 
nightmares, but he was charged with rede- 
positing them under some path elsewhere in 
the jungle as well. Waste not, want not, I 
thought, happy that Savuth was able to take 
a break from the flip side of his job to 
accompany us that day. 

There was sober evidence that we were 
nearing the massacre site. A man lay dead 
just off the path, with obvious shrapnel 
wounds to his legs and arms. He hadn’t been 
dead long, probably unable to continue, 
succumbing to the wounds suffered in the 
initial attack. There were also a couple of 
traditional Cambodian scarves lying on the 
ground, bloodied and dirty. Several spent 
B-40 RPGs lay just off the path. 


After initial treatment, wounded cattle 
traders wait their turn for transport to Red 
Cross surgical facility. 
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ABOVE: Wounded cattle trader the 
author’s team found at ambush site, as they 
bring him across border into Thailand. 

RIGHT: Thai/Cambodian who accompanied 
author on search for survivors — one of 
those whose reason for being in the area 
remained unknown. 


We paused at K-5 for about 30 minutes, 
while the area was scoured for mines, and 
two scouts went ahead to assess the area. I 
could see them walking about 25 meters on 
the other side of K-5, crouching and listen¬ 
ing. Noi squatted next to me. The wounded 
who came out yesterday said the attack took 
place about one-and-a-half klicks east of 
here,” he said soberly. “This area is 
controlled by Heng Samrin. Two wounded 
who came out this morning said that they 
were still active in the area. We will try to 
get to the site to see if there are any wound¬ 
ed. We will stay there only long enough to 
retrieve them. It is veiy dangerous. If there 
are any troops, or if there is gunfire, we will 
come back in this direction.” 

The scouts came back and we were given 
the OK to proceed. I noticed that the tension 
level of the guides had increased markedly. 
I also noticed that four of our group declined 
to proceed, opting to wait for our return. 

Within a hundred meters, the lead scout 
motioned for us to get down, and eveiyone 



sank to a crouch, leaving us still clearly 
visible in the shallow scrub surrounding the 
path. Although the area was medium forest, 
the terrain was rolling, offering numerous 
hidden sanctuaries less than 10 meters from 
the path. It occured to me that the platoon 
that lay in wait for the traders yesterday 
could easily be within meters of us on either 
side, with ample concealment. I didn’t 


dwell on it. We moved slowly, and gradual¬ 
ly quickened the pace. It seemed that the 
guides knew where we were going and were 
trying to get it over with, calculating that the 
risk factor was diminished proportionally to 
the amount of time we spent in the area. 

Within a 20 minute span we were twice 
ordered to hit the ground as someone 
thought that they heard sounds or saw 
movement off to the side. There was in¬ 
creased evidence that we were closing in on 
our objective. Two more bodies lying off 
the path spoke volumes of the recent chaos. 
Pieces of clothing, brand-new tape players 
still in their boxes shattered by shrapnel, 
packages of dried noodles and other small 
items lay on the path, obviously dropped by 
people fleeing the area. 

I moved up to the front of the line, staying 
immediately behind the scout, checking my 
camera for the proper settings. The scout 
came to an abrupt halt. Ten meters in front 
of us the path was strewn with bodies. As I 
came up to the first one I was overwhelmed 
by the smell of death. Spitting out the air in 
my lungs and trying to hold my breath I got 
off some quick shots, and counted bodies 
strung in a row on the path. They obviously 
had been walking single file when the mines 
went off. It wasn’t hard to see what hap¬ 
pened. The mines had been placed on either 
side of the path, parallel to it for about 10 
meters. The first person in the line set off the 
trip wire, detonating all the mines along the 
path. We were told that they were clay¬ 
mores and Type 69s. The platoon of Heng 
Samrin was laying in wait, then opened fire 
as the wounded started running away from 
the initial explosion. Off the path were 
several groups of bodies. There was a pile of 
six only two meters from the path. Another 
group of about 10 lay a little farther away in 
the other direction. There were several other 
clusters of legs and heads and arms. I 
counted 32 bodies in all, but some of them 
were piled on top of each other and it was 
difficult to make an accurate body count. I 
stood over one body that had a number of 
shrapnel wounds. Looking closer, I picked 
up a spent AK cartridge lying next to his 
head. There was a clean hole near his temple 
with a ring of bums surrounding the en¬ 
trance wound. Someone had finished him 
off while he lay wounded, I thought. 

The lead scout next to me suddenly fell to 
the ground on all fours, looking towards the 
tree line and an embankment about 15 
meters to the north. Everyone silently fol¬ 
lowed suit. I clearly saw someone move in 
the clump of trees, and my heart raced. We 
were totally unprotected, lying in the mid¬ 
dle of a minefield. The scout had just told 
me not to venture closer to the clusters of 
bodies off the path, because sometimes sol¬ 
diers booby-trapped the bodies after an inci¬ 
dent. I saw someone stick his head up in the 
tree line and then duck down. I snapped a 
picture for the hell of it, knowing that it 
would only show a cluster of trees, and 
couldn’t possibly reflect the tension of the 
moment. The jungle was silent for what 
seemed like forever. No one knew quite 
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what to do. Our scout whistled softly in the 
direction of the movement. Again a head 
appeared from behind the trees, and then an 
arm waved — motioning for us to come 
over to him. No words were exchanged and 
the jungle remained silent. 

“Who are you?,” our scout whispered 
loudly in Cambodian, “Where are you 
going?” Jesus Christ, I thought, what the 
fuck do you mean “where are you going?” 
We are lying in the jungle in a minefield 
surrounded by dead bodies. The way I fig¬ 
ure it, pal, he is either sitting there bleeding 
to death or he is about to pop out with about 
20 others and waste me. This is hardly the 
time to inquire about his travel plans. 
Perhaps I lost something in the translation. 

I didn’t understand the response from the 
figure in the tree line, but our two scouts 
reacted positively, and they started making 
their way gingerly off the path toward the 
figure. There was no way to tell how many 
people were in the tree line, and whether or 
not they were friendly. The guides were 
obviously reluctant, not confident enough 
to uncautiously proceed forward. 

It was one of the traders and he was 
wounded, the scouts called back to us. They 
scurried to help him. He was talking rapidly 
as the two scouts carried him the short dis¬ 
tance back to us. The boy, only 19, had 
avoided any shrapnel wounds, but had been 
hit twice in the leg by the subsequent AK 
fire. He had run into the woods and had been 
hiding since the attack, now about 19 hours 
before. Heng Samrin troops had come by 
twice since the initial attack, he said, each 
time killing any of the wounded they could 
find. The last time was less than an hour 
ago, he said, as he pleaded with us to take 
him to safety. I took the Cambodian scarf 
off my head and used it to cover his wounds. 
A hammock materialized, and they tied it to 
a long pole. This was a very lucky man, I 
thought, looking at him. The expression on 
his face was a queer mix of pain, joy and 
fatigue. He looked like he was trying to 
laugh, but his injuries were sending other 
messages, resulting in an incongruous mix 
of facial expressions. 

The boy said that he had seen no one else 
alive other than those that the soldiers had 
killed on their return trip. The news that the 
Heng Samrin forces were in the immediate 
area made all of us very nervous and the 
scouts kept grabbing me, telling me to run. I 
had shot less than two rolls and I was reluc¬ 
tant to go. We had been there less than 10 
minutes. 

We left the massacre site in a consider¬ 
ably different manner than we arrived. We 
were dotting along the same path that only 
minutes before we had inched along. I re¬ 
minded myself that this was the same path 
our scouts had relieved of a dozen mines 
within the last few hours. As well, there 
were three occasions (or was it four?) where 
they chose to leave the mines intact, and 
guide us around them. I briefly reminded 
myself of these remaining mines as we 
walked briskly back toward Thailand and 
hoped that Savuth, our mine detector, de¬ 


served his reputation for thoroughness. 

It seemed to me that our return trip 
through the jungle was rather reckless, as 
we moved quickly and in a group. But I just 
followed the lead of those in charge and 
tried not to think. I had adopted an attitude 
in covering the war that a French photo¬ 
grapher had impressed upon me a few years 
back. The two of us were on the front lines 
with the KPNLF, awaiting an expected 
Vietnamese assault to overun a resistance 
camp. The Vietnamese had already cap¬ 
tured half of the village, all 17,000 civilians 
had been evacuated many weeks before. 
The opposing front lines were a series of 
trenches facing each other less than 50 
meters apart. 

When the expected assault came, it was 
clear that the Vietnamese intended to own 
that piece of real estate by the end of the 
day. They laid a heavy artillery and mortar 
barrage on our position and were sending in 
assault teams to dislodge our front lines. 
Our platoon would have been more than 
happy to retreat immediately, but the shell¬ 
ing accompanied by dozens of AKs on full- 
auto left us unable to move. There were 
three guerrillas in my particular trench. One 
had taken a round at about his sternum and 
was breathing heavily with a wet gurgling 
sound with every breath. The second was in 
tears, and the other was crouching with his 
AK held high over his head on full automa¬ 
tic pointed in the general direction of the 
Vietnamese. I had basically abandoned any 
serious thoughts of photography and was, in 
a prone position, reassessing my career 
objectives. The Frenchman, however, was 
standing outside of the trench, slightly in 
front of us, casually focusing the camera 
and taking our picture. There were numer¬ 
ous AK rounds hitting the dirt around his 
feet, not to mention the big guns which had 
bracketed our position. He was wearing 
bright yellow pants. I knew right away that 


Thai troops in APCs patrol refugee camp at 
Site B during visit of Vice President Dan 
Quayle last May. 


this man was simply crazy We, of course, 
survived the unpleasantness, and later over 
dinner safely back in Thailand, I inquired 
why he seemed to have divorced himself 
from sanity earlier that day. 

“Look,” he said, “I travel all over the 
world trying to photograph combat situa¬ 
tions. Maybe, if I’m lucky, 10 hours per 
year I will be in a hot situation such as 
today. I just empty my mind and take pic¬ 
tures. You can’t think about the danger too 
much or you won’t get any shots. And any¬ 
way it doesn’t do any good, since usually 
there is nothing you can do about it.” 

He was, of course, right. He also had 
good pictures. Every one of mine that day 
turned out to be out of focus or the victim of 
camera shake. Most also were at a peculiar 
angle, with lots of rim shots of the trench 
taken from below. So not only did I risk my 
life, but I didn’t even have any saleable 
pictures to show for it. This job did not 
make a hell of a lot of sense to begin with, 
but it made absolutely none if I didn’t have 
any pictures. I did think, however, that the 
Frenchman’s day glow yellow pants were 
entirely unnecessary. 

It took us less than 45 minutes to make it 
back over the Thai border. Although we 
were safely past the mined path, it was 
another 45 minutes to where we had left the 
truck. Our focus was on getting the wounded 
boy to a Red Cross team that was stationed 
back in Tapraya. f said some quick goodbyes 
to our Khmer Rouge scouts, for whom I had 
developed a fondness ever since they found 
the first Type 69 in the path in front of us. 
They were Cambodians and were not 
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O NCE the Sutfefi left, tnaify "Afghan watchers predicted 
a fast assail# on 'Kafiiil and a rapid i*eversaJ in the 
fortunes of the present comvnojffcf government of the 
Democratic Republic of Afghanistan. 

The fact that the anticipated assault has not yet 
occurred is due to a combination of factors. Firsts the 
mujahideen guerrillas themselves did nof believe Chat the 
Soviet army would abide by the date set af*the Geneva 
accords. Asr a result they did not anticipate the need to 


transform their forces from loose guerrilla units geared 
for hit and run operations into a more conventional force 
capable of sustaining an assault on a city. Underlying this 
however, is the far more serious and fundamental 
problem of the manner in which the resistance is 
currently structured. The multi-party system, riven by 
rivalry and local schisms, cannot be geared to the kind of 
coordinated assault necessary for the complex Jask 
taking a city by stop*}, * ^ 
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ABOVE: Lala Muhmad, a mujahid with great dash and courage 
seen here overlooking the Kabul Salang Highway. He is counting 
trucks of a passing Afghan army convoy. 
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All of these problems have been further compounded by the 
worst winter in 20 years, which rendered the movement of 
guerrilla supplies through the mountains almost impossible. 

With this in mind I set off for Paghman, a small town nestled 
northeast of the city of Kabul at the foot of the Paghman 
mountain range. The journey was made to evaluate the 
capability of the mujahideen to tackle this new phase of the war 
in the wake of the Soviet withdrawal. Like all trips into 
Afghanistan it began with confusion. Plans laid in Peshawar 
with the Pakistan-based representatives of the resistance were 
fluid. Hard and fast deadlines for departure came and went with 
no activity. When the move finally came it was a sudden call to 
race to the border and catch up with the men I was to travel 
with, who had left without me! 

Last minute panics taken care of, the journey began, like so 
many before during the last 10 years, from Teri Mangal. But it 
differed from all the others in one important respect. It was 
going to be motorized nearly all the way. In times past, days 
could be lost in this tiny border town as you waited for 
problems with the horse traders to be ironed out. But this time 
it was all going to be in the comfort of a Toyota pickup, 
although comfort is a misleading word when you cram in 15 
Afghan mujahideen and a mountain of stores. The Toyota 
vanished under the impedimenta of war, and looked for all the 
world like a life raft full of arms dealers after the ship went 
down, all trying to hang on to what little dignity they had left. 
We pitched and yawed along rough tracks, made worse by deep 
snow, until everyone felt a distinct feeling of seasickness in the 
midst of this landlocked country. 

We drove past the Jaji Plain and the abandoned army post of 
Chanie; its empty derelict buildings silently witnessed our 


passing. Once its rooftops were glimpsed only at the risk of 
your life from one of the surrounding ridges as you tried to 
creep past at night. 

The feeling of confidence among the mujahideen was high. 
Just being able to drive and not having to trudge all these 
footsore miles was a real boost. But to be able to do it in broad 
daylight and pass tangible evidence of the rise in mujahideen 
fortunes kept everyone in high spirits. 

Through the mountains of Paktia the jeep rumbled and snaked 
until suddenly thrown out onto the naked Plains of Lowgar. 

Here caution was still called for and a brief halt was ordered 
until the sun dipped toward the horizon. But under cover of 
darkness we raced out of the deep, dark folds of the mountains 
and onto the plain proper, the truck all the time keeping up an 
alarming pace over ground rutted with sudden gullies. The 
driver drove with such unerring accuracy you’d assume he had 
radar fitted. Other jeeps and pickups loomed out of the darkness 
and dust to swerve daringly close by, heading the other 
direction. We, in a convoy of three, fanned out into a V 
formation and let nothing impede our progress. In cramped 
discomfort the hours painfully notched up. 

By the very early hours we had reached Durante, a small 
pit-stop of a place on the Kabul-Kandahar road. Its one street, 
which is also the highway, was crowded with parked trucks and 
buses. Most civilian traffic in Afghanistan parks for the night as 
the roads are not considered safe. This night was bitterly cold, 
in the region of 20 below, and at this early hour every chi 
khana (tea house) was already jammed full of travellers. With 
literally not a yard to spare, we were forced to curl up in 
sleeping bags outside on the concrete-hard, frozen ice. I cast a 
long envious look at the U.S. arctic-issue sleeping bags into 



A GOOD DEPENDABLE KILLING 
MACHINE 

Unique to Jamiat Island has been the defection of Afghan air 
force pilots with their aircraft. Two of the most feared helicop¬ 
ters in Afghanistan defected to join Massoud in his Panjshir 
Valley stronghold only a few days before the Soviet pull-out. 


Mi-35B flown into Paiijshir by Captain Abdul .Nad Behind it is an 
Mi-25 which defected at the same time. 

The pilot of one, 24-year-old Afghan air force Captain Abdul 
Nai, told me that he had been in secret communication with the 
mujahideen for several years and that his defection was at the 
command of Massoud, who felt such timing would further 
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which my fellow Afghan companions slid. 

At Duranie we had to transfer to alternate transport. We soon 
found ourselves riding in huge trucks crammed full of sacks of 
flour and sleeping bags. At least now the going promised to be 
warm and soft. Each man climbed into three sleeping bags and 
huddled down out of the wind as we set off at a torturous pace, 
following an all but invisible track across a white wasteland 
littered with the derelict remains of other, less fortunate trucks. 
Some were being dug out of drifts. Others had tipped over in 
the river beds and water swirled around them washing away the 
last of the supplies they were carrying. 

Finally the trucks could go no further and supplies had to be 
transferred to horseback. My own schedule kept me back a few 
days to film in a muj camp. By the time I set off, a few days 
later, I was left with a small escort of six muj. We spent our 
last night before departure in a mosque jet , a communal 
hospitality room set aside for visitors to a village. It was basic 
but warm, which made the early 0430 introduction to another 
Afghan winter day seem all the colder. 

Our way lay over two mountain passes under observation 
from Soviet and Afghan army positions. We had to clear the 
first pass before sunrise. The pace was steadily uphill and beads 
of sweat soon began to trickle down our straining faces. Once 
on top of the first pass however, the temptation to stop and rest 
was soon forgotten as our sweat-soaked clothes began to freeze 
into a crisp outer layer. With dawn ever closer and all the 
attendant dangers of our exposed position, we hurried on. 
Downhill was faster but more treacherous underfoot. Following 
a gully down we emerged with the first light into a small valley 
called Argundy. Nothing disturbed the dawn other than the 
crunching of the iced snow crystals beneath our feet, and the 


occasional heavy artillery shell exploding indiscriminately in the 
far distance and echoing in the stillness of frozen morning air. 

The sky turned a deep crimson-orange and quickly brightened 
into day. On the other side of the plain, a dark ridge jutted out 
of the valley floor. On top were several square-shaped buildings 
which formed an Afghan army observation point. Although still 
several clicks off, the muj gave it the respect it deserved and 
hid their AK assault rifles under the blankets which they all 
wore draped around themselves like thick, warm capes. They 
repeatedly admonished each other not to create a target by 
walking in a bunch, but tended to bunch up nonetheless for 
mutual moral support as we walked out across the exposed 
valley floor. It made me very nervous. 

Up ahead, jutting out of the snow, were two burnt-out 
Russian BTR 70s, precariously perched at a steep angle against 
the side of a gully. They were fire-blackened and rusted brown 
in color, with only a trace of their original olive green 
camouflage. One still had a plainly visible number 734 on the 
side in white lettering. Both were peppered with bullet holes. I 
wondered if the Soviet soldiers who had once sat in them as 
they drove up the valley had presumed themselves safe, encased 
in all that metal. Next to the “small arms rash” were 
occasional violent tears where RPG rockets had found their 
mark; jagged metal blades buckled back into the fire-scorched 
interior. The small blister turrets that once housed 14.5mm 
HMGs were tom aside several meters clear of the body work. 

We spent the rest of the day waiting in a small village until it 
was late enough to make a start for the second pass. 

Mid-afternoon we set off; the way snaked up through 
snow-filled gullies for several hours until we finally reached the 
saddle of the mountain a few hours later. Here the small knot of 


demoralize the Afghan air force. 

Qn 6 February this y^ar Captain Abdul Nai taxied on to the 
airship of the 1st Squadron, 377th ‘ * Hero Wing’ ’ ba|e in ICabul 
to take off on la routine flight] l^ofiySinecendJvSMmt this, 
time he had no intention of returning. When the rotors swept the 


Abdul Nai’-said that the Soviet- withdrawal has- adverse^ 



Mi-24 Hind helicopter gunship, theMi-35B. Together with an 
Mi-25, piloted by a friend* he was embarking on a daring hijack 
of two highly prized Afghan air force helicopters. : - ’ ' 

Nose down they glided across the airfield and rose to the 
designated altitude. But on the route northtelhe Soviet controlled 
Bagrain air base on wHa^tned lte a routine flight, they 
suddenly dove "toward the earth, leveling-out only a few feet 
aboye the ground to evade Soviet radar, and charted a course for 
the P^js^®]ifcCci|t6uf flying all thrway, they desperately 

7 ******** **«'«•,* 


as well ^However thpse■ j whd; wgm interesteddhdefecting^ who 

backing the Soviet side''ih: the wairToj* the iast lO years. 

Rumors of the brutal; Summary execution by the mujahideen 
of Afghan Amy offices trying to defect wefe rife, and not. 
entirely without foundation. He felt that as Massoud had a £?c < 
and unusually disciplinfedf; force I 




diersjsiin 
stan this 
. Toatte 




PeshaWar (in Pakistan) isj pnly ^imiiut^^ 

from Bagram to Panjshir. Moreover ybii canhof tell everyone 

along the way. The moment they realized what we were doing 
they tried to shoot us down. Russian jets were flying over us, 
luckily they did not discover our nusAohJAidflightriatferh. It is 


patrols in ah apparentlyisuieidal stab at flyingtothe Panjshir for 
a political gesture is deserving of admiration and respect/ 


much safer to defect to Pakistan; percentagewise it was 80% 
more dangerous to fly to the Paiysh^ we apcepted the 
risk... When wfe entered the Panjshir we werefired upon by 
mujahideen not in on the secrete We were lucky to get here 
safely.” : ' / ' 

While secretly loyal, to the mujAudeen he has ^nAvounded 
twice by hostile fire from them. Once shotin the hpd inflighthe 
nursed the gunship back to base. On another occasion when an 
airstrip was under mortar fire he was hit by a fragment and 
hospitalized again. 'T- ' ; ' ‘ ‘ 


assigned to a new Mi-35B. Having flown over 1,000 hours in 

good dependable aircraft ... We say in air force terminology 
that error is death; in these aircraft many of our pilots have made 
mistakes but still the chopper was able to handle itself properly. 

never provenitself wrong;! havedsopdiedAnierican fielieo^ 
ters. In comparison theMi-35B improbably (he best of its kind; 
Safer, more sensitive andeasy tomaneuver. lima 
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Afghans squatted close together as a bitterly cold wind snapped 
at their traditional baggy clothes. They wanted to wait for dark 
before moving on, as Afghan army observation posts 
overlooked the descending path on the other side. I also 
squatted down and waited. The hellish cold sapped at our 
morale and the leader of our small band decided to make an 
early move saying that if we set off in twos, well spaced out, 
the enemy OPs would ignore us. I had my reservations but had 
no option but to follow the fate of my companions. 

The first pair set off boldly and vanished over the crest. The 
rest of us strained our ears for the burst of fire we all felt 
certain would follow. Except for the slicing wind, all was 
silence and the next two set off. A few minutes later, Sabu, a 
thickset mujahid adorned with a pair of cheap imitation 
Ray-Ban sunglasses, rose up and beckoned me to follow. With 
some foreboding about the departure from the original plan to 
move across this section only under cover of darkness, I 
dutifully followed, stiff with cold. My unease was not lessened 
on seeing, immediately on the other side of the ridge, the recent 
grave of a mujahid with its green martyr's flag fluttering in the 
icy wind. 

The snow and ice packed path dropped precipitously down 
into a narrow valley created by the mountains on one side and a 
long spur ninning down from the ridges further away. Sabu 
wrapped his Kalashnikov out of sight in the blanket draped over 
his shoulder. Once down on the valley floor we moved quickly, 
but with due caution as the area was said to be heavily sown 
with mines. 

We kept up a steady pace but not too fast in case we aroused 
suspicion. Sabu kept up a constant flow of warnings about the 
danger from mines, and assurances that the enemy posts never 
fired at small targets. I wasn’t too certain who he was trying to 
reassure but it was making me nervous. 

We had almost reached the tree line when the first shots 
passed overhead. At first it was just desultory fire and, judging 
by the subsonic hiss of the rounds coming from one of the 
posts, at least a thousand meters away. Obviously somebody 
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Afghan army post on road from Kabul to Paghman. What looks 
like a T-54 is seen hull-down next to a mud walled post. Tank crew 
member is seen walking over the earth rampart. On the roof can be 
seen second sentry at machine gun post. Photo taken at about 100 
meters. Tank number is 512, it belongs to the newly formed 
“Special Guard,” whose responsibility is primarily the defense of 
Kabul. 


had failed to tell them they weren’t meant to shoot at small fry 
like us. The next salvo of shots were much closer and more in 
number. We crouched low, but kept going as there was no 
immediate cover at hand. This churlish refusal on our part to 
stop made them mad and they let rip with some 12.7s. We 
threw ourselves down into the snow, our only cover the 
shallow, six-inch deep rut of the path. An AGS 17 began to lob 
out grenades with alarming regularity. Thankfully it was 
peppering the tree line and when an 82mm mortar joined in, it 
also chose to plaster the tree line. Having vanished from sight 
the post obviously assumed that we had been able to crawl 
unseen into the trees. In fact we lay pressed flat into the snow 
and began to literally freeze to the ground. 

Half an hour later, under cover of the gathering darkness, we 
were able to move on undetected. 

The dirt road into Paghman town was deserted and littered 
with the shattered boughs of trees. Houses stood empty, where 
they stood at all. The road was a scene of total devastation. 

With stars burning brightly in the jet-black sky above us, we 
hurried on. Explosions echoed from sporadic artillery fire. 
Occasionally multi-barrelled rocket launchers spewed flames 
into the night, followed shortly after by the thunderous roar of 
multiple explosions. Spasmodic streams of tracers arched away 
from government army posts to keep at bay any itinerant 
mujahideen with ideas of attack. 

Later that night we reached the camp we were heading for. It 
was located in Paghman town only a few kilometers from 
Kabul, which was clearly visible on the plain slightly below us. 
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Asadler, a mujahid in Paghman, on the steps of the deserted police 
building in what was once downtown. 


Deserted by all the former civilian population, Paghman now 
looks much like the Green Line in Beirut; every house is 
pockmarked with small arms fire, many shattered by artillery, 
some now no more than piles of rubble spilling onto the street. 

Living among the ruins were several small groups of 
mujahideen. The main base for each party is called a markaz , 
which roughly translates as center. Subsidiary to each markaz 
were smaller bases known as karagi (or posts). Each karagi was 
composed of 20 to 30 men living in a few rooms in one of the 
less dilapidated buildings. Most of the buildings were badly 
damaged by shelling and, being mostly made of mud, badly 
eroded by the weather. The mujahideen kept a low profile 
during the day and were very wary of showing lights at night, 
hanging blankets over all windows and doors. A breach of this 
survival etiquette was much frowned upon as the opposition 
were quick to respond. Any sign of activity was quickly 
rewarded with a good dose of tank and shell fire detonating in 
the neighborhood in a most unsettling fashion. 

Paghman was once a town with a population in the region of 
72,000. Now it harbored a population of about 500 mujahideen 
living like troglodytes in the bowels of shattered buildings. 
Streets were littered with debris and rusting shell splinters. 

The mujahideen spent their days concerned with the mundane 
duties of the base, cooking, collecting firewood and keeping 
things generally tidy. At this time, just before the Soviet 
pullout, they had no operational plans. The harsh winter had 
affected their supply lines and severely inhibited their ability to 
get more men into the area. Apart from a daily pasting of 
artillery and tank fire, a general status quo had set in, each side 
mostly ignoring the other. There was a lot of talk about large 
numbers of mujahideen expected to arrive which would enable 
them to increase pressure against Kabul, but during my 
month-long stay, there was no sign of this. 



TOP: Jamiat Commander Bizmillah and his men. Bizmillah is 
Massoud’s commander in Gulbahar. Muj are all dressed in Soviet 
uniforms. 

ABOVE: Afghan army T-54 on ridgeline outside Kabul overlooking 
Paghman. This one seems to feel secure resting on high ground, 
devoid of approach cover and out of range of muj antitank 
weapons. It would be a sitting duck for Milan, which has been 
issued to the muj but seldom reaches the hands of the most 
deserving commanders. 


Due to the lack of decisive activity, both in the group I was 
with, and around the Kabul area itself, I decided to head further 
north to try and find, and interview, commander Massoud. He 
is the most capable of all Afghan guerrilla leaders and 
therefore, at this critical period, the difficult trip to track him 
down in the mountains of northern Afghanistan seemed 
worthwhile. 

Making the trip to find him in the mountains however, 
entailed swapping political parties as I would have to travel 
with mujahideen from Massoud’s Jamiat-i-lslami group. Thus 
resolved 1 made my way to Mullah Ezat, the local Jamiat 
representative in Paghman. He was very busy with a constant 
stream of commanders coming to consult with him, on their 
way north to see Massoud. 

Perhaps because Massoud himself remains permanently in 
Afghanistan and shares the fortunes of his men, they have great 
confidence in his ability to formulate a plan for Kabul, and 
there is an optimistic sense of purpose within Jamiat. 

My move further north began on a day of fine, warm 
sunshine as 1 set off with my new companions towards a pass 
over the Paghman mountains. By late afternoon we were 
nearing the pass, it was heavy going through deep snow, in 
near whiteout conditions, with wet sleet adding to our miseries. 

Finally clearing the pass with difficulty, we descended into 
the Chakadra region, only to be ominously greeted by salvos of 
artillery shells working a pattern over the ground we had to 
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cross. In the month I’d been inside, most of the snow had 
vanished from the lower ground, which meant that we came off 
the snow and ice into deep, oozy mud. This stuff was heavy as 
concrete and stuck to your boots in quantity, but at least the 
frequent stops to scrape it off gave you something to think 
about other than the booming explosions from incoming shell 
fire. The Afghan army artillery bases seemed aware that traffic 
would be heavy during bad weather, when the visibility would 
be poor. Normally movement in this area was by night only. 

By the time we were winding our way out across the plain in 
a deep gully, the shell fire had shifted from low ground to high 
ground, and the visibility was lifting enough to allow us to 
observe dozens of shells slamming into a cone-shaped ridge 
with the small dark outline of a building on top. The muj 
explained that this had once been a government position that 
had since been abandoned, but as it overlooked another post, it 
was often shelled to deter the muj from moving in. As we 
watched the yellow-red flash of exploding shells and the drifting 
clouds of oily, black smoke, 1 could fully understand the 
reluctance of the muj to move in. It looked like it would be 
expensive real estate. The hillside was soon pockmarked with 
smudgy, black stains on the snow, like cigarette bums on a 
bedsheet. 

Late that afternoon we reached our destination; we came 
upon a small karagi, where we would have hospitality for the 
night. Weary through to our bones we were grateful for the 
steaming glasses of hot, green tea. At this time of year the 
staple diet seemed to alter from nan, the flat unleavened bread 


of Afghanistan, to rice. Soon large platters of rice were placed 
before us. Afghans love their food oily. Even the rice has oil 
added. After a month I was really missing the simple dry nan of 
the warmer months. 

A few days were spent in this area. Here there was some 
evidence of preparation for future battles. An underground 
hospital of 45 beds was being dug in. It was spartan by western 
standards but very impressive by local ones. There were rumors 
that when the Kabul push began Chakadra would be an area of 
vital importance. It lies on the main artery of supply for Kabul, 
close to both Bagram air base, where most of the air-transported 
supplies come in, and the Salang highway, down which all land 
convoys must travel. 

The local Jamiat commander, Khan Aga, explained that the 
mujahideen were keeping a low profile at that time but offered 
to escort me close to the road to prove that they could approach 
it at will and close it, if ordered to do so. 

The next day we set off early, heading for this vital highway. 
The point that we were heading for turned out to be an 
abandoned village, much the worse for wear after 10 years of 
war. Not a house still had a roof and most of the walls were 
now just piles of mud in the narrow lanes that twisted through 
the broken ruins. 

Holes had been carved through walls to allow hidden 
movement. We slithered and wormed forward along a shallow 
shell-scraped trench. It wasn’t long before I was coated in mud 
and looking like just another bit of shattered building. One 
hundred and fifty meters from the road, another deeper trench 


SOVIET MIAS IN AFGHANISTAN 

The term MIA is one Americans are only too painfully famil¬ 
iar with after their own experiences in the Vietnam War. It is a 
description of men who are lost in the confusion of war, have 
suffered an unknown fate and are listed as missing. Where they 
are and what happened to them sadly often remains a secret 
shared only with the grave. 

The Soviets admit to having 313 MlAs in Afghanistan. A 
large proportion of these are thought to be air crews who went 
down due to ground-fire or mechanical failure over hostile 
country and were never heard from again. Some were ground 
troops who fell in battle and whose bodies were non-recoverable 
during the heat of combat. A few were captured and subsequent¬ 
ly shot by captors who had little sympathy for those who fell into 
their hands. Some survived their capture, only to die later of 
wounds or illness in areas where the guerrillas could not offer, 
even their own wounded or sick, rudimentary medical aid. 

Of those MI As held by the mujahideen, a few voluntarily 
defected to join the ranks of the guerrillas. These men may have 
been motivated either by political idealism or, if from central 
Soviet Asia, possibly a shared Islamic religion with the guerril¬ 
las they were sent to fight. 

It is.possible that as many as one hundred Soviet MIAs are 
currently still alive and with the Afghan guerrillas. A few by 
choice, most by force of circumstance. In the Panj shir Valley the 
mujahideen claim to have 10. During my trip 1 met three of 
them. They were fortunate to have been captured in northern 
Afghanistan, where their chances of surviving capture were 
greater. Few of those captured by the more volatile tribes in the 
south were so lucky. 

All of the three Soviets I met claim to have converted to Islam 
and enjoy relative freedom within the confines of the Panjshir 
Valley. Massoud claims to have offered them the opportunity to 
be exchanged for guerrilla prisoners being held in the infamous 
PoI-i-Charki prison in Kabul — an offer they are reputed to have 
declined. 

Those I met all claimed they had defected to the guerrillas by 
choice. Perhaps true, or perhaps a story to lessen any possible 
friction with their captors. Certainly all three men admitted to 
having had problems while with the Soviet army. All three 


admitted that at the time of their defection they were in trouble 
with the military and worried about punishment, 

Sergie, who declined to give his last name and is now known 
by his Islamic name of Ahmadtullah, was from Novosibirsk in 
Siberia and had been a petrol tanker driver in the Soviet army. 
He sold petrol to an Afghan and was caught by his sergeant. 
With his case before the commanding officer, fear of punish¬ 
ment was a major contributing factor in his defection. When I 
met him he had already spent three years with the guerrillas. 

Sergie was fortunate to have Victor, a fellow Russian, as a 
companion. Victor, from Zhdanov in the Ukraine had adopted 
the Islamic name of Mohammad Islam and also declined to give 
a last name. He said that he was afraid of repercussions affecting 
his family if it was known that he was with the guerrillas. He 
claimed to have defected when his diary was confiscated and 
found to contain antLSoviet remarks condeming the Soviet 
involvement in Afghanistan. The decision to defect was not 
without great danger as, had he been caught, he could face the 
firing squad as a deserter. 

“During the morning I left my army post and spent the day 
hidden in a damaged tank. I hid there in the stifling hot metal 
tank until evening. After dark, I crept out of the tank and cut a 
way through the barbed wire, past the mines, and out across a 
field. All the time I was very afraid that they would catch me. 
When I reached the road I did not know where to go and 
wandered about for hours until I saw some men who took me to 
their house. 

“They asked me where I wanted to go and I told them I 
wanted to go with them. In this way I found the mujahideen.” 

From this point on he would have been listed as MIA. When I 
met him he had been five years with the Afghans. He had learned 
to speak, read and write Dari fluently. No particular task had 
been assigned to him and his days were mostly taken up in 
visiting his Afghan friends and talking over tea. 

Azzizullah refused to give any Russian name but admitted to 
being from Moldavia. He was studying to be a journalist when 
he was conscripted into the army and joined an air defense unit 
after training in the Ukraine. Once posted to Afghanistan he 
began to think about defecting. 

“When I joined the army we were told that there was fighting 
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was sited behind the debris of what was once the wall of a 
house. Into this we dropped and began to assess our position. 
The road dipped in front of us and rose to high ground on either 
side. Five hundred meters in either direction an Afghan army 
post was sited. 

Our trench was well positioned for a sneak rocket attack on 
passing traffic but afforded a very narrow field of vision for 
photographic work. So, somewhat reluctantly, we decided to 
leave the trench and ease our way cautiously onto slightly 
higher ground. This meant rolling slowly over exposed walls 
and crawling, pressed flat into the mud, over even more 
exposed sections. At last we hunkered down in a house which 
had collapsed in on itself. Beams of timber jutted out of the 
deep mud, it felt like being inside the ribcage of a giant 
skeleton. Here, as we organized ourselves for the long day 
before us, the low, scudding cloud cover decided to clear and 
the sun came out. We cursed this setback, as it increased the 
possibility of chance observation from one of the posts. With 
my camera wrapped in camouflaged face veils, I sat out the day 
watching the traffic roll past. 

Although mostly civilian trucks and buses, the road was also 
patrolled at frequent but irregular intervals by the Afghan army; 
platoons of BRDM-2 scout cars, T-54 tanks and BTR-60 
personnel carriers occasionally trundled past. 

The Afghan army seemed perfectly relaxed. Often the 
BTR-60s had men soaking up the sunshine spread over the 
outer bodywork as they hurried along. The posts stopped and 
searched civilian traffic in a cursory fashion. Soon the day 


became unbearably hot. The top layers of mud dried into dust, 
an even greater danger to us as any movement stirred this into 
little clouds. 

The sweltering hours of mid-afternoon now stretched 
uncomfortably before us; suddenly we heard a blaring of horns 
and over the rise burst a convoy of trucks. It was a huge food 
convoy travelling overland from the Soviet Union. About 400 
trucks passed us, all racing to overtake each other; dozens of 
petrol tankers were mixed with the juggernauts loaded with 
food. The whole thing was escorted by one lone BRDM-2. It 
was a sitting duck to even a lone man with an RPG launcher, 
but at this time Khan Aga was under orders from Massoud to 
leave the road open to all food convoys. The mujahideen 
watched it all roll past and held their fire. 

After the convoy had passed we’d seen as much as we 
wanted to. With mugs of tea much in our thoughts after nine 
hours in the heat of the day with no water we retreated. 

The next few days we spent walking north fairly casually, 
following the low contours of the mountains at the edge of the 
Bagram Plain. Most of the time spent in Afghanistan is 
uneventful. You spend quiet days of walking that lull you into a 
dangerous sense of false security. 

A week after leaving Paghman we were reaching the end of 
yet another long day’s walk with our destination in sight. The 
village lay a few miles off, set in the middle of fields under 
plow. We had quickened our pace and were beginning to look 
forward to a rest and a meal, when we unexpectedly came 
under small-arms fire from another village over a mile away. 


every day with Americans... We were told that American pilots 
were stationed in the Panjshir..,, We though this might be a good 
opportunity for us to seek asylum with the Americans. In two or 
three montits we would be heading toward America. We had a large 
map in our room, we were always watching for American, Iranian, 
Pakistani and Japanese air attack. It was our duty to destroy them. 
But in Afghanistan we did not see any of them.” 

For a serving Soviet soldier defecting was not easy. “Four of 
my previous attempts were unsuccessful; the first time I tried to 
join the mujahideen while I was stationed in Bagram airport. 
Another three times I tried while I was in Jabal Serage, I 
succeeded on my fifth attempt. During my fourth attempt I was 
captured by Zarandoy (Afghan police), who brought me back to 
the Soviets. I was imprisoned for some time, then sent to the 
Salang. Some proposed that I should be sent back to the Soviet 
Union, because they were afraid that I was going to try again one 
day. Finally they decided to send me to the Salang, anticipating 
that the Soviet positions were surrounded with several rows of 
mines and I would not dare escape. Furthermore the area was 
surrounded by large groups of opposition forces, so it would be 
difficult for me to escape... I did not anticipate or think of the 
Afghan [guerrilla] presence. I was of the opinion that I was 
surrendering to the Americans or other foreigners so that I would 
be able to go to a foreign country,** Azzizullah said 

He’s been with the Afghan guerrillas for over five years now. 
His family does not know that he is alive. His spare time is spent 
writing a book which he hopes one day to have published in the 
West. The title of the book is to be. The Barbarism of the Soviets 
in Afghanistan . 

Not all the Soviet MI As survived. On a mountainside, in a 
small side valley leading off the Panjshir I found another Soviet 
MIA. He remains where he fell, during some unrecorded clash 
with the guerrillas. As the years pass, his sun-bleached bones lie 
alone and undisturbed on a high ridge of the Hindu Kush. But far 
from the fields of war a family waits for news of him. While they 
nurse a desperate hope that he will be found among the spared, 
he is forever a part of the brotherhood of warriors missing in 
action. A companionship that transgresses all nationality, race 
or creed. A lost army who sleep in peace beyond the terror and 
fear of war. An army so large no member can ever be lonely. 



Russian MIAs Victor (Mohamad Islam), 23, from Zhdanov in the 
Ukraine (right) and Sergie (Achmadtullah), 21, from Novosibirsk 
in Siberia (left). 
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This crater, formerly the site of two houses, was made by one of the 
new Soviet bombs. 
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The rounds were hissing high over us and posed no great 
danger but this was enough for us to scurry along behind an 
earth bank until we could drop into a gully and retire further in 
relative safety. We never knew who was firing at us, or why. 
Although this was a mujahideen controlled area, the multi-party 
system and all its divisions means that you are never really safe 
anywhere in Afghanistan. Even within the same party you can 
have problems if two commanders fall out. 

On this occasion the hostile fire forced us to move further 
away from the mountains and we promptly stood on somebody 
else’s toes. This became apparent when sporadic mortar fire 
began to pepper the fields we walked over. Our assumption was 
that this was from a small Afghan army post keeping us at bay. 
Luckily for us, there was a dried out canal close at hand and we 


clambered into this. Out of sight and feeling more secure, we 
trudged along the dry canal bed leaving the drifting clouds of 
smoke and dust from the mortars further and further behind. 

The canal we were following led straight into the village at 
which we planned to spend the nighfr Up ahead we could see a 
small knot of men, who periodically poked their heads over a 
low wall and waved to us. We waved back (nothing like a 
warm welcome). When the front of the small column drew up 
level with the wall I wls surprised and immediately uneasy 
when the lead Afghans® ddenly bolted out of the canal and 
disappeared behind the ^ame wall. Afghans never, ever run 
unless there is a serious problem. The whole group broke into a 

""VI 

Continued on page 83 
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SOF EXPENSIVE EXPENDABLES 


HOMEBREWED 



U.S. Army Buys Counterfeit 
Commie Choppers 


Text & Photos by Ron Thomas 


The helicopter turned as it hovered, aim¬ 
ing its bulbous snout and ample armament at 
the Americans looking up from the ground. 
The distinctive camouflage pattern indi¬ 
cated the aircraft's origin and the bright red 


stars on its underbelly and fuselage left no 
doubt—this was a Soviet Hind-E. It dipped 
its nose and streaked overhead at 175 mph 
toward Miami, leaving startled onlookers in 
its wake. 



T HIS is not a scene from Red Dawn or 
some other post-apocalyptic film. 
Rather, the time is now and the scene is 
central Florida. Orlando Helicopter Air¬ 
ways, located in the suburb of Sanford, is 
building a fleet of 15 Hind-E look-alikes for 
the U.S. Army Missile Command. 

The aircraft are remanufactured Sikorsky 
S-55s and H-19s. The finished product will 
be shot out of the sky at White Sands Prov¬ 
ing Grounds in New Mexico. The Hind 
copies will be used to test surface-to-air 
missile technology, including the Stinger 
system. Stingers have been used to great 
effect by the Afghan mujahideen against 
Soviet gunships during the USSR’s occupa¬ 
tion of Afghanistan. 

Orlando Helicopter is building the Soviet 


Either a stray Soviet Hind-E or an Orlando 
Helicopter Airways replica coining in for 
landing in south-central Florida. 


HIP ON HINDS 

Ron Thomas is an Assistant Professor 
of communication at Central Florida 
Community College and frequently lec¬ 
tures on joumaiism and terrorism topics 
around the country. He last wrote for 
SOF back in 1980 (see “IBS Goes to 
MARS,” SOF, December *80). Thomas 
has also contributed to Combat 
Weapons, Top Secret and Gung Ho 
magazines. His first book is due out later 
this year. 


clones often from little more than a Sikorsky 
fuselage. Much of the cosmetic work such 
as nose pods, winglets and other structures 
is built from scratch. This is done to insure 
as close a radar signature to the original as 
possible. The camo paint scheme and Soviet 
markings (including the word “danger” in 
Cyrillic by the tail rotor) are to assist ground 
troops with visual recognition. In fact, noise 
simulators to duplicate the racket of the 
Soviet engines will be added. 

Most of the reworking is required in the 
engine to give the duplicate aircraft similar 
performance characteristics and the same 
heat signature on infrared detection sys¬ 
tems. The Sikorsky piston engine generates 
800 horsepower while the Hind’s twin tur¬ 
bine engines generate 1900 horsepower. 
The Hind’s maximum speed is 200 mph 
with a cruising speed of 160 mph. The S-55 
has a maximum speed of only 112 mph and 
cruises at 91 mph. 

In addition to upgrading the engine capa¬ 
bilities, the three-blade Sikorsky rotor is 
replaced with a five-blade system to emu¬ 
late the Soviet aircraft. Rotaire of Fairfield, 
Connecticut is the sub-contractor for the 
five-blade system. Sperry Defense Systems 
is installing radio controls in 13 out of the 
initial 15 helicopters, giving them a dual 
capacity as both man-rated or drone oper¬ 
ated aircraft. Since the choppers will be 
facing live fire on the testing range, the only 
use for live pilots will be in dress rehearsals 
prior to weapons test exercises. 

Ron Mander, director of flight operations 
for Orlando Helicopter Airways, said that 
the winglets on the copy aircraft have a bit 
more incline to them than the ones on actual 
Hinds. Mander, who has 2,000 hours in 
fixed wing aircraft and 1,800 hours in rota¬ 
ry, thinks the remanufactured helicopters 
handle quite well overall. 

The Army specifications call for per¬ 
formance characteristics such as a max¬ 
imum forward rate of climb of 1,700 feet 
per minute, the ability to maintain a 45- 
degree bank, and accelerate to exert two Gs 
of pressure on the pilot. 

The initial contract for the first 15 aircraft 
is valued at less than $10 million, according 
to an Army spokesperson. If the project is 
successful, future orders are expected. In 
anticipation, Orlando Helicopter Airways 
has located 100 surplus Sikorskys in addi¬ 
tion to the 100 or so it already owns. 

The project should be completed within 
two years, with the first aircraft to be deli¬ 
vered in the summer of 1989. Live-fire test¬ 
ing will begin after evaluation at White 
Sands. ^ 
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SOI 7 TRIAL BY FIRE 



by Peter G. Kokalis 

Photos Courtesy 
Department of Defense 

T HERE is no more important piece of 
equipment to a groundpounder than his 
rifle. Despite the century’s enormous ad¬ 
vances in the technology of death, the infan¬ 
try remains the “queen of battle,” and the 
infantry’s primary objective remains, as al¬ 
ways, to meet with and destroy the enemy. 
And we still expect the infantryman to kill 
the enemy with his rifle, most of the time. 

And that is precisely what happens, most 
of the time. Consider these facts: 

1) From 1965 to 1970 51 percent of all 
U.S. KlAs in Vietnam were produced by 
small arms fire, while fragments from gre¬ 
nades, mortars, mines, artillery and bombs 
combined accounted for the remaining 49 
percent. 

2) During the same period small arms fire 
accounted for 16 percent of all WIAs. 

3) Some 23 percent of overall casualties 
were generated by military small arms. 

4) In 1966. when our troops were princi¬ 
pally involved in search and destroy mis¬ 
sions, fully 42 percent of all casualties were 
from military small arms. In 1970, when 
our people were principally involved in base 
defense, only 16 percent of our casualties 
were from military small arms. 

It is therefore apparent that small arms 
were far more lethal than fragments. It is 
also clear that this is due to the use of full- 
auto weapons. The average number of hits 
on KIAs attributed to small arms was 3.8. 


One of these ACR candidates may well end 
up as, or form the basis for, the M16A2’s 
replacement. How well they, or the 
technology they represent, will fulfill 
combat requirements is an open question. 
Foreground (from left): Heckler & Koch’s 
revolutionary Gil and to the right — AAI’s 
flechettc-firing ACR. Background (from 
left): Steyr’s nechette-firing bullpup and to 
the right — Colt’s ACR which employs a 
duplex-projectile cartridge. 

What this means is that the adoption of a 
new rifle, no matter how satisfactory it may 
appear at the time, must never herald the 
end of our quest to develop an even more 
advanced and superior replacement. It also 
means that the adoption of a new rifle is no 
small matter. 

For almost a decade, our military forces 
have been exploring the requirements for 
the M16A2’s eventual replacement. At first 
a low priority, this effort has recently picked 
up steam and now seems to be surging for¬ 
ward. Under the auspices of Picatinny 
Arsenal’s Close Combat Armaments Center 
in New Jersey, tests commenced in August 
on a special firing range at Fort Benning, 
Ga., with four prototype weapons in the 
U.S. Army’s Advanced Combat Rifle 
(ACR) program. 

The program’s goal is a 100 percent im¬ 
provement in combat environment hits per 
trigger pull over the current M16A2 rifle. 
The key phrase is “combat environment.” 
Mechanically, the M16A2 is capable of 100 
percent hits per trigger pull at ranges out to 
300 meters and of 80 percent at 600 meters. 
However, Army statistics indicate that 
under the stress of combat, hit probability 


drops to 20 percent at 100 meters, 10 per¬ 
cent at 300 meters and only about five per¬ 
cent at 600 meters. 

The ACR program’s stated goal is to de¬ 
termine if new technology, as embodied in 
the prototype rifles, can appreciably in¬ 
crease hit probability under battlefield con¬ 
ditions. In my opinion, the project should 
also focus on reducing the soldier’s load and 
increasing the wounding potential of the 
ammunition employed in the ACR. Unfor¬ 
tunately, there is ample reason to believe 
that these two concerns and some other 
equally critical issues are being ignored. 
The prototypes of all four candidate rifles 
are significantly heavier than the M16A2. 
Worse, there is alarming evidence that, with 
one possible exception, the candidate 
ammunition types will have less wounding 
potential than the present 5.56x45mm 
M16A2 round. 

The Fort Benning trials have been di¬ 
vided into two segments, the first running 
from August to November, 1989, and the 
second from January to April, 1990. Two 
groups of 18 participants each, composed of 
both U.S. Army and U.S. Air Force person¬ 
nel, will fire all four of the prototypes sub¬ 
mitted and the M16A2 for control. 

The 600-meter test range has been de¬ 
signed to simulate, as closely as possible, 
actual battlefield environments. Three 
different firing positions, ranging from un¬ 
supported prone to standing, will be used to 
engage targets from short range (25 to 75 
meters), medium range (75 to 300 meters) 
and long range (300 to 600 meters). Target 
exposure times will vary from less than two 
seconds at short distances to longer duration 
at more distant ranges. The course will in- 
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21ST CENTURY 
COMBAT RIFLE 



Is Army Courting Hit Probability 
at Expense of Killability? 


elude both moving and stationary targets 
located over a wide angular area to further 
stress the firer. Additionally, the test per¬ 
sonnel will not know what target will 
appear, how many will appear at one time 
(up to three), or how long they will remain 
exposed. Moving targets will also operate at 
two different speeds. 

To compound stress even more, the 
shooters will undergo strenuous physical 
exercise just prior to firing and their heart 
rates will be monitored during the firing 
stages. Peer pressure, team competition, 
battle-noise and return-fire simulators will 
also be employed to further stress and moti¬ 
vate the test participants. It’s unlikely we 
could ever come closer than this to por¬ 
traying a combat environment. However, 
we must never forget that actual combat will 
always remain the ultimate test bed of both 
men and their equipment. 

The four weapons entered in the ACR 
trials were developed by Heckler & Koch, 
Inc. of West Germany, Steyr-Mannlicher 
Ges. m.b.H. of Austria, Colt Industries and 
AA1 (Aircraft Armaments, Inc.) Corp. 
Weapons developed by McDonnell- 
Douglas (a flechete-firing rifle which 
proved to have an erratic shot dispersion) 
and Ares (a rifle using telescoped ammuni¬ 
tion that was plagued by light primer hits) 
were dropped from the trials when they 
failed to demonstrate sufficient system or 
ammunition reliability by the required due 
date. 


Heckler & Koch Gil 

Heckler & Koch’s revolutionary caseless 
G11 bullpup was first exposed to the public 
in an exclusive report that appeared in the 
March, 1982 issue of SOF. Since that time, 
development has continued and numerous 
modifications have been made. 

The Gil is gas operated with a unique 
radially reciprocating chamber. The single¬ 
column, 45-round magazine is attached to 
the rifle above the barrel and serves also as a 
pointing aid for snap shooting. A feed arm 
pulls each round downward, projectile nose 
first, directly into the chamber. The cham¬ 
ber then rotates 90 degrees into the horizon¬ 
tal firing position. After ignition of the 
round, the chamber rotates 90 degrees in the 
opposite direction to the original feed posi¬ 
tion. This is somewhat reminiscent of the 
principle used in the Cookson and Lorenzo- 
ni repeating flintlocks. 

Initial charging is accomplished with a 
rotary cocking device on the left side of the 
weapon. By removing the magazine and 
rotating the cocking handle, a chambered 


Heckler & Koch’s GU, left side. Note the 
rotary cocking device for initial charging. 
By removing the magazine (above the 
barrel) and rotating the cocking handle, a 
chambered round is cleared and exits 
through a door in the bottom of the stock 
(under the cocking handle) which opens at 
an appropriate moment. 



Heckler & Koch’s Gil, right side. A 
multi-powered scope is built into the 
carrying handle and provides IX power for 
shorter ranges and 3.5X for beyond 300 
meters. Overall length of this bullpup is 
only 29.5 inches, but it weighs 8.6 pounds, 
empty. 


round is cleared and exits through a door in 
the bottom of the stock under the cocking 
handle which opens at an appropriate mo¬ 
ment. Magazines can be loaded one car¬ 
tridge at a time, or by means of 15-round 
clips that are packed in a sealed plastic box. 
An indicator at the top of the magazine 
identifies the quantity of ammunition re¬ 
maining. 

A further innovation is the rotary firing 
pin which pivots around its own axis to 
expose a spur that digs into the primer to 
cause ignition. 

A multi-powered scope, developed by 
Swarovski, is built into the carrying handle 
and provides 1X power for shorter ranges and 
3.5X for ranges beyond 300 meters. The 
weapon is sealed to prevent the intrusion of 
debris or water and an integral check valve is 
thus required to relieve propellant gases. 

There is a four-position selector switch 
near the pistol grip on the left side; the 
positions are safe, semiautomatic, three- 
shot burst and full-auto. The cyclic rate at 
full-auto is 450 rpm and approximately 
2,000 rpm at three-shot burst. This latter 
rate insures that the third round in the burst 
will leave the muzzle prior to significant 
muzzle climb, thus minimizing the group 
dispersion. The concept was pioneered by 
Heckler & Koch in the now almost forgotten 
VP 70 machine pistol, which had a three- 
shot burst rate of 2,200 rpm. 

There is, therefore, no need of a muzzle 
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compensator. Recoil is further dissipated by 
an internal buffering system that permits the 
barrel and action to float on an interior rail. 
The length of the float stroke is dependent 
upon the firing mode selected. In the three- 
shot burst mode, the reciprocating compo¬ 
nents do not float completely rearward until 
after the third projectile has exited the muz¬ 
zle. In addition, the barrel’s axis passes 
through the center of the buttstock and this 
helps to moderate perceived recoil as well. 

Its caseless ammunition is arguably the 
Gil’s most revolutionary feature. De¬ 
veloped by both Dynamit-Nobel and Heck¬ 
ler & Koch, the original cartridge was cali¬ 
ber 4.7x21mm with the projectile protrud¬ 
ing from the end of the 21-millimeter non- 
cylindrical propellant block. Eventually, it 
was decided to encapsulate the bullet entire¬ 


PROPEUANT PLASTIC 

BODY END CAP 



CUP 

Heckler & Koch’s caliber 4.92x34mm 
caseless cartridge, developed jointly with 
Dynamit-Nobel, highlights the innovative 
Gil. Bullet weight is 49.2 grains with a lead 
core and gilding-metal-clad steel jacket. 
Completely encapsulated within the 
propellant block, the bullet leaves the 
muzzle at 3,000 fps. It holds more promise 
than any of the other ACR entries for 
effective wound ballistics. 


ly within the propellant block and to in¬ 
crease the caliber. Currently, the caliber is 
4.92x34mm (34 millimeters being the 
length of the propellant block), as the smal¬ 
ler caliber projectile resulted in unaccept¬ 
able rates of throat and bore erosion. 

The bullet weight is 49.2 grains, nomi¬ 
nal. Of conventional construction, the bul¬ 
let has a lead core and gilding-metal-clad 
steel jacket. A plastic end cap is glued on in 
front of the bullet. The cap has an ogive¬ 
shaped internal match to the bullet nose so 
as to center the bullet within the propellant 
body and on the barrel center line. Muzzle 
velocity is 3,000 fps and the cartridge pro¬ 
duces a chamber pressure of 56,000 psi. 
Both ball and tracer ammunition has been 
developed. The barrel twist required to sta¬ 
bilize these bullets is an extremely fast one 



TRUICON’S ADVANCED 
COMBAT OPTICAL 
GUNSIGHT 

The first reference to telescopic rifle 
sights appeared in Francesco de Lana’s 
Magister Naturae et Artis of 1684. 
However, it was not until the American 
Civil War that their effectiveness on the 
battlefield was clearly demonstrated. 
Early scopes were frequently several 
feet in length. They have since shrunk to 
often less than 6 inches and today the 
general virtues of optical sights are un¬ 
questioned. Only their specifications 
and particular combat applications can 
be argued. 

Until recently, optical sights have 
been reserved for dedicated snipers and 
have been rarely issued for general use. 
But the British Army has adopted the 
SUSAT optical sight for their SA80 bull- 
pup service rifle, and all those fielding 
the Steyr AUG bullpup are provided 
with an integral optical sight. Further¬ 
more, the Canadians have adopted the 
Leitz ECLAN scope for their C7A1 rifle 
and C9 Squad Automatic Weapon (a 
version of the M249 SAW). 

In 1985 the U.S, Army Infantry Board 
conducted trials on optical sights and 
concluded that under daylight condi¬ 
tions, scopes offer only modest im¬ 
provements in hit probability at ex¬ 
tended ranges when the soldier Ores 
from a stable position. Subsequently, 
the U.S. Army Human Engineering 
Laboratory (HEL) at Aberdeen Proving 
Ground, Maryland, under the direction 
of Paul H. Ellis, studied optical sight 
performance under conditions of sub¬ 
dued light. 

HEL’s carefully controlled research 
yielded some important, if not totally 
surprising, information. All firing took 
place at dusk when Walsh’s rule applied, 
i.e.-, at davvn or dusk, the illumination 
doubles or halves approximately every 
five minutes. : 

HEL’s more obvious concltfsjbns 


were that hit probability decreases with 
range and degrades more quickly for 
iron sights than optical sights, as the 
light level diminishes. In addition, as the 
light level drops, shooters using iron 
sights tend to fire more rounds and 
achieve fewer hits than those with opti¬ 
cal sights. It was further determined that 
optical sights have the potential of ex¬ 
tending the combat day by 30 minutes to 
one hour. Although not stated in its re¬ 
port, it has been my personal observa¬ 
tion that most contacts occur between 
dusk and dawn. Finally, the study postu¬ 
lated that the ideal combat scope for a 
service rifle should about 4X magnifica¬ 
tion, with an objective lens diameter of 
approximately 40mm and an exit pupil 
diameter (the objective lens diameter di¬ 
vided by . the magnification) of about 
10mm. Eye relief should be 50 to 75 
millimeters (2 to 3 inches) to avoid in¬ 
jury during burst fire. 

The two variable-power scopes (1.5- 
5x32mm and 3-9x56mm) used in this 
study were manufactured by Trijicon®, 
Inc. (Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 2130, Farm¬ 
ington Hills, MI 48333; phone (313) 
553-4960). Trijicon® also manufactures 
the ACOG™ (Advanced Combat Optic¬ 
al Gunsight) unit attached to AAI’s 


Of MilSpec quality throughout, the 
ACOG ™ weighs only 10 ounces with a 
compact overall length of 5.7 inches. It 
has been successfully tested in all 
military environments including 
temperature extremes, salt spray, fog, 
fungus, humidity, water depth, sand, 
dust, shock, vibration and free fall drop 
on a hard surface. Photo: Peter G. 
Kokalis 


ACR. This state-of-the-art scope is now 
commercially available for the entire 
M16/AR15 series. 

Weighing only 10 ounces, the 
ACOG™ has an overall length of just 5.7 
inches. Made entirely in the United 
States, both halves of the main housing 
are fabricated from aircraft-quality 
7075-T6 aluminum forgings (identical 
to the metal used in the M16 upper and 
lower receivers) by drop hammer and 
then machine finished. A hard-anodized 
dark gray finish also matches that of the 
M16. The M16 mount is integrally 
forged with the main housing. A hole 
through the mount’s base permits use of 
the iron sights without removal of the 
Scope. ; 

Magnification is 4X and the objective 
lens diameter is 32mm. The exit pupil 
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Steyr ACR, right side. Note the prominent 
shotgun-style rib along the top surface 
which serves as a carrying handle and 
pointing device for snap shooting. At 30.1 
inches only slightly longer than the Gil 
bullpup, the Steyr ACR weighs 7.1 pounds, 
without magazine or sights. 

turn in every six inches. 

At some point during the sequence of the 
Gil’s caseless ammunition development. 


the problem of “cook-off,” which plagued 
the project during its early stages was 
solved. Without a cartridge case to provide 
a barrier between the propellant and the 
chamber walls and to serve as a heat reser¬ 
voir, ignition of the powder charge by spon¬ 
taneous combustion becomes a serious 
threat. To circumvent this possibility, a 
non-nitrocellulose powder was developed 
with an ignition temperature approximately 
180 degrees F higher than that associated 
with most nitrocellulose-based propellants. 
One hundred shots can now be fired at high 
rate prior to the onset of cook-off. (Compa¬ 
rable rates for the M16A2 are not readily 
available, but the older M14 can take 150 
rounds in two minutes before cook-off be¬ 
comes a problem.) 

The powder granules are coated with an 


STEEL PLASTIC 

FLECHETTE PROPELLANT CASE 



CASE 


The caliber 5.56x45mm Steyr ACR fires a 
saboted, subcaliber, carbon-steel, finned 
flechette approximately 1/16 inch in 
diameter and l 5 /g inches long. It weighs only 
10.2 grains and flys out of the muzzle at 
4,900 fps. Although its flat trajectory will 
minimize aiming and ranging errors, it will 
probably overpenetrate and fall well below 
the minimal required trauma effect. 


diameter is thus 8mm. All lens surfaces 
are multi-layer coated. The eye relief is 
1.5 inches with considerable latitude ax¬ 
ially and, in my opinion, this is suffi¬ 
cient for the recoil properties of the 
5.56x45mm NATO cartridge. Light 
transmission is 90 percent, almost 10 
percent above most rifle scopes. The 
field of view is seven degrees, which is 
37 feet at 100 yards. Of MilSpec quality 
throughout, the ACOG™ has been suc¬ 
cessfully tested in all military environ¬ 
ments including temperature extremes, 
salt spray, fog, fungus, humidity, water 
depth, sand, dust, shock, vibration and 
free fall drop onto a hard surface. 

Compactness has been achieved by 
use of the Zeiss-type roof prism used in 
many binoculars. There's nothing new 
about that. However, the ACOG’s inter¬ 
nal adjustment mechanism is totally 
unique. Designed by Glyn AJ. Bindon, 
president of Trijicon®, only the prism 
assembly inside the main housing moves 
(in a manner similar to image-moving 
riflescopes). This feature adds consider¬ 
able strength to the unit as external 
blows and shocks are transmitted to the 
prism assembly only and not to the ad¬ 
justing mechanism. 

Most manufacturers of illuminated 
scopes etch a V-groove reticle on a thin 
piece of glass and then edge-light it. This 
is optically inefficient and usually re¬ 
quires a bright illumination color, such 
as green, which is too intense for total 
darkness. Trijicon’s ACOG™ reticle is 
etched on the mirror surface inside the 
roof prism upon which the objective lens 
image is focused, A red tritium lamp has 
been placed directly in back of the mir¬ 
ror. Red provides superior reticle image¬ 
ry without impairing vision under a 
wider range of conditions, from subdued 
light to pitch black. It can be used in the 
ACOG only because there is no light- 
dissipating ground glass surface. 

The reticle pattern consists of a set of 
vertical and horizontal crosshairs with a 
center dot. Superimposed over the cross- 



When attached to the M16A2’s carrying 
handle, the Tricon® AGOG™ sits 1 
inch above the peep aperture rear sight. 
Although not the ideal location, target 
acquisition potential remained high in 
both daylight and subdued light. Photo: 
Peter G. Kokalis 


hairs are substantial bars to the right, left 
and bottom. The lower crosshair and bar 
contains a bullet-drop compensator, 
calibrated for M855 ammunition, for 
ranges from 100 to 1,000 meters, with 
the numbers : ‘2\ '4’, ‘6’ and ‘8’ at the 
appropriate marks. In daylight, the reti¬ 
cle pattern appears black. Under sub¬ 
dued light and total darkenss, die hori¬ 
zontal line and the center portion of the 
vertical pattern appear red. Each click of 
the windage or elevation adjustment 
knobs will move the point of impact 
1/3-inch at 100 yards (one cm at 100 
meters). 

We attached our ACOG™ test speci¬ 
men to the carrying handle of a Colt- 
manufactured M16A2. Although there 
is no alternative, this is not an ideal 
location as the scope sits one inch above 
the peep-aperture rear sight and a proper 
cheek-weld is not possible. However, 
almost all of the sniper scopes attached 
to WWII service rifles, from the Mosin- 
Nagant to the Ml Garand, rested every 
bit as high above the iron sights. 

As issued, the M16 series carrying 
handle has a hole for mounting an optical 
sight to the rifle. For further security. 


Trijicon® recommends drilling a second 
hole, 1.250 inches to the rear of the first. 
We found this to be unnecessary, as 
tightening a single al ien-head screw with 
the hex wrench provided draws the 
scope’s base snugly into the carrying 
handle’s sloped notch. There was no 
failure to repeat zero thoughout our test 
and evaluation. 

Black Hills Ammunition Supply 
(Dept. SOF, 3401 South Highway 79, 
Rapid City, SD 57701; phone (605) 348- 
5150) provided a test batch of their 
5.56x45mm NATO ammunition de¬ 
signed for rifles with a l:7-inch twist. 
Using mixed lots of U.S. military brass 
filled with 25 grains of a flattened ball- 
type propellant, a 60-grain Hornady 
Soft-Point (SP) bullet is driven with an 
average velocity of 2,928 fps. While 
more than 100 fj)s below military M855 
ball, the standard deviation was a match- 
grade 21 fps. With gusting winds and 
constant heat mirage, SOF test person¬ 
nel were still able to shoot five-shot 
groups of 1.5 MOA (minute of angle, of 
which there are 60 in each degree and 
which is approximately one inch at 100 
yards). This combination of rifle, scope 
and ammunition is far superior to the 
accuracy potential of any of the 50 mil¬ 
lion Kalashnikovs ever manufactured. 
Most Kalashnikovs are capable of no 
better than five to six MOA groups. 

The target-acquisition potential of the 
ACOG, both in daylight and subdued 
light, is excellent. It adds little notice¬ 
able weight to the M16 and has no effect 
on the rifle’s handling characteristics. 
You can slap this rugged combat scope 
on your M16/AR15 for $695. It will 
never be removed from my M16A2. 
There’s no finer piece of glass available 
for infantry service rifles. It is, in truth, 
an Advanced Combat Optical Gunsight. 
Eventually, the ACOG™ should be 
available for mounting on the M14/ 
MIA, Ruger Mini-14, H&K 91/93 
series, FNC, SIG SG 550/551 SP assault 
rifles and for NATO STANAG bases. 
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adhesive to bond the grains together during 
manufacture of the propellant blocks, each 
of which weighs approximately 30 grains. 
Subsequent to assembly, a variety of other 
coatings are applied to provide waterproof¬ 
ing, low friction surfaces and heat resis¬ 
tance. After cutting the blocks to the 
appropriate length, holes are drilled to 
accommodate 1) the bullet, 2) a lead- 
styphnate-based booster mix (which drives 
the bullet down the bore, before the main 
charge begins to bum, in order to seal the 
front end of the chamber from gas leakage) 
in a copper cup at the base of the projectile, 
and 3) the combustible primer (composed of 
nitramine, as is the propellant). The primer 
mix incorporates finely divided glass to act 
as micro anvils for primer ignition. Whatev¬ 
er remains of the copper booster cup and 
plastic end cap is ejected out the muzzle. 

The Gil’s outer housing is fabricated 
from a synthetic reinforced with carbon fi¬ 
ber. It has been reported that this weapon 
requires no lubrication as the internal com¬ 
ponents are chrome plated. (Where have we 
heard that before?) With an overall length of 
only 29.5 inches, the Gil still weighs a 
disappointing 8.6 pounds, empty. Compare 
this to the 50-year-old Ml Garand’s 9.5 
pounds and the Ml6’s 6.3 pounds (as origi¬ 
nally fielded). We seem to be moving back¬ 
wards in this regard. Yet, all of its other 
characteristics are so amazing that the re¬ 
maining three ACR candidates appear 
almost mundane in juxtaposition. 

Steyr-Mannlicher ACR 

Just one glance at the Steyr-Mannlicher 
ACR reveals its ergonomic derivation from 
the Steyr AUG bullpup assault rifle (now in 
service with the Austrian, Australian, 
Moroccan, New Zealand, Omani, Saudi 
Arabian and Irish armed forces). 

A closer look indicates some significant 
differences, however. The stock is swept 
downward at the rear. A stock “well” at the 
muzzle end permits employment of finned 
rifle grenades. There is a prominent shot¬ 
gun-style rib along the top surface which 
serves as a carrying handle and pointing 
device for snap shooting. 

The iron, aperture-type rear sight can be 
removed for installation of an optical sight, 
also designed by Swarovski. The scope, 
equipped with a ring reticle, has two magni¬ 
fication settings: 1.5X for shorter ranges 
and 3.5X for longer ranges. There is no 
provision for elevation adjustment as the 
projectile leaves the muzzle at 4,900 fps and 


At first glance, the Steyr-Mannlicher ACR 
looks almost identical to their AUG bullpup. 
But, the stock is swept downward at the 
rear and a stock “well” at the muzzle end 
permits employment of finned rifle 
grenades. This left side view shows the 
optical sight attached. There is no provision 
for elevation adjustment because of the flat 
trajectory out to 600 meters (only 13 inches 
of rise at midrange). 


there are no significant changes in trajectory 
out to 600 meters, with only 13 inches of 
rise at midrange. 

The selector system remains that of the 
AUG. A plastic cross-bolt above the pistol 
grip is pushed to the left for safe and all the 
way to the right for three-shot bursts. When 
placed in the center position, semiautomatic 
fire will result when the trigger is pulled. 
When fired in the three-shot burst mode, the 
cyclic rate of this weapon is reported to be 
almost twice that of the M16A2 (600 to 940 
rpm). Unlike the M16A2, the Steyr ACR’s 
three-round counter always returns auto¬ 
matically to zero. 

Internally, the Steyr ACR bears no re¬ 
semblance to the AUG. Although also gas 
operated, it fires from the open bolt posi¬ 
tion, which will surely degrade its accuracy 
potential, and its gas system uses the barrel 
as a stationary piston with a sleeve around 
the barrel acting as a moving cylinder wall. 
This method of operation has been clearly 
derived from the Czech Vz52 rifle (See 
“Vz52”, SOF, May ’85), which, in turn, 
was taken from the Walther WWII 
MKb42(W), an unsuccessful entrant in the 
original German assault-rifle (sturm- 
gewehr) sweepstakes. 


BELOW: Colt’s ACR entry appears to be 
little more than a souped-up Ml6. Cosmetic 
changes in human engineering and duplex 
ammunition are its only hallmarks. This left 
side view shows the WILD CAT scope 
attached; it is manufactured by Ernest Leitz 
of Canada. 


Totally unique, however, are the Steyr 
ACR’s rising chamber mechanism and ring- 
primer cartridge. The translucent, 24- 
round, staggered-column magazine rests 
directly behind the chamber when the latter 
is in the lower, or feeding, position. As the 
slide assembly, which is attached to the gas 
cylinder, commences its forward move¬ 
ment, a round is stripped from the magazine 
and is chambered while the previous empty 
case is simultaneously ejected out the bot¬ 
tom of the rifle. A chamber guide pin, 
attached to extensions on the chamber and 
riding a cam surface on the slide, is pushed 
from its lower detent position to cany the 
chamber upward into contact with the fixed 
firing pin protruding through a hole in the 
chamber. As the chamber guide pin locks 
into its upper detent position, the primer, 
which circles the case head, contacts the 
firing pin and ignites. Gas pressure drives 
the cylinder and attached slide assembly 
rearward and one firing cycle is completed. 
Kudos to Steyr for rejecting conventionality 
in this design area. 

The caliber 5.56x45mm Steyr ACR fires 
a saboted, subcaliber, carbon-steel, finned 
flechette approximately 1/16 inch in dia¬ 
meter, and l 5 /a-inches long. It weighs only 
10.2 grains. The flechette’s surface is 
roughened to provide the required coeffi¬ 
cient of friction between the projectile and 
its sabot segments. It is contained by a plas¬ 
tic case (approximately Vs inches in dia¬ 
meter and 1 3 A inches in overall length), 
which has a molded seat for the primer. 
Consisting of an aluminum ring with a 
groove charged with primer mix, the primer 
is press-fit into the case seat. The flechette, 


ABOVE: Colt’s ACR will fire both M855 
(SS 109) ammunition and a duplex cartridge 
developed by Colt and Olin. Two nested 
projectiles with hollow conical bases (35 and 
32 grains respectively and apparently of 
differing weight in an attempt to increase 
group dispersion) are loaded into the 
standard brass case. Maximum effective 
range is 325 meters. These bullets will 
probably not fragment and any effect from 
yawing will be minimized by their short 
overall length. 
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with its four plastic sabot segments (fabri¬ 
cated from a new liquid crystal polymer and 
held together with a plastic boot), is inserted 
into the case after propellant charging. This 
ammunition develops a chamber pressure of 
60,000 psi, substantially more than the 
50,750 psi developed by the M855 ball 
commonly used in the M16A2. 

At 30.1 inches only slightly longer than 
the G11 bullpup, the Steyr ACR weighs 7.1 
pounds (without magazine or sights). Be¬ 
cause of its finned flechette projectile, the 
rifling twist is a barely perceptible one turn 
in every 100 inches. Of modular construc¬ 
tion and consisting of fewer than 100 com¬ 
ponents, Steyr’s entry was human en¬ 
gineered with rapid target acquisition, low 
recoil and simplicity as hallmark features. 
It’s also satisfying to see someone finally 
position the rear sling swivel where it be¬ 
longs — on top of the buttstock. 

Colt ACR 

Colt’s entry appears to be little more than 
a souped-up Ml6. Gas operated, cosmetic 
changes in human engineering and duplex 
ammunition are its only hallmarks. The re¬ 
designed handguard includes an inner heat 
shield and an aiming rib on the upper sur¬ 
face with eight air-cooling vent holes of 
dubious value. A ring on the front end pre¬ 
vents the support hand from sliding forward 
onto the hot barrel. 

The pistol grip, similar to the M16A2’s, 
has been extended in length with a slightly 
altered profile. The telescoping buttstock 
now has a cheek-piece on both sides and 
permits six adjustments of the pull length. 

A sighting rib installed above the receiver 
and the M16A2 800-meter peep aperture 
rear sight can be removed for installation of 
an optical sight. The WILD CAT (WILD 
LEITZ — Combat Acquisition and Target¬ 
ing) scope used on the Colt ACR is manu¬ 
factured by Ernst Leitz of Canada and is 
identical to the optical sight adopted for the 
Canadian C7A1 (essentially an M16A2 
with full-auto capability instead of three- 
shot burst) and their version of the M249 
SAW. It is of 3.5X magnification and is 
equipped with a self-powered illuminating 
device for subdued light scenarios. Other 
optical devices can be installed. 

The method of operation remains that of 
the Ml6 series. After firing a round, the 
projectile passes the gas port permitting gas 
to flow back through a stainless steel tube 
and a so-called bolt carrier key into the 



Colt ACR, right side. Note the sighting 
rib above the receiver and the M16A2 
800-meter peep aperture rear sight. The 
muzzle device, with 30 small ports on each 
side to redirect the gases, together with a 
new hydraulic buffer, reportedly reduces 
recoil by 40 percent compared to the 
M16A2. 



hollow interior of the bolt carrier. As the 
carrier moves rearward, a cam slot cut into 
the carrier turns the bolt’s cam pin, which 
causes the bolt to rotate clockwise, freeing 
the eight locking lugs from their abutments 
in the barrel extension. The carrier’s 
momentum draws the bolt rearward at a 
slightly reduced velocity. 

As the extractor withdraws the cartridge 
from the chamber, a spring-loaded, bump- 
type ejector protrudes from the left of the 
bolt face and rotates the empty case (after it 
has cleared the chamber) around the extrac¬ 
tor claw and out the ejection port of the 
upper receiver body. The bolt carrier assem¬ 
bly continues rearward compressing the re¬ 
coil spring and cocking the hammer. 



AAI Corporation’s ACR fires a flechette 
almost identical to that of the Steyr ACR. 
Its muzzle velocity is also high — 4,600 fps. 
Its sabot differs in configuration from the 
Steyr and is held together by an “O” ring 
instead of a plastic boot. These steel needles 
will zip in and out of soft-tissue target 
without yawing, deforming or fragmenting. 


A newly designed, oil-spring hydraulic 
buffer (which reduces the cyclic rate and 
moderates the perceived recoil) and the re¬ 
coil spring return the carrier and a fresh 
round is stripped from the magazine. All 
forward bolt motion stops after the round is 
chambered. The carrier continues forward 
to contact the rear face of the barrel exten¬ 
sion and its cam slot turns the cam pin which 
rotates the bolt and its lugs anti-clockwise 
into the locked position. Direct gas action 
without a piston was taken from the Swed¬ 
ish Ljungman AG42 rifle. 

The M16’s trigger mechanism, based on 
that of the Ml Garand, has also been re¬ 
tained. An ambidextrous selector lever has 
been added to the right side. There is provi¬ 
sion for safe, semiautomatic and full-auto 
modes; 

A new muzzle device has been designed 
for the Colt ACR. A tube with 30 small 
ports on each side redirects the gases to 
reduce recoil and muzzle jump. There is a 
“bird-cage” flash suppressor (open on all 
sides) in front of this compensator. 


AAI’s ACR is an outgrowth of the SPIW 
program. In 1974, it was chambered for a 
micro-caliber 4.32x45mm cartridge with a 
28-grain projectile. Now it’s back, 
chambered for a subcaliber flechette. This 
left side view shows the Trijicon® OCOG™ 
attached. 


Together with the hydraulic buffer, it is 
reported that recoil has been reduced by 40 
percent compared with the M16A2. 

The caliber of this rifle remains 
5.56x45mm NATO with a barrel twist of 
l:7-inch to accommodate M855 (SS 109) 
ammunition. It will also fire duplex 
ammunition developed jointly by Colt and 
Olin. This ammunition consists of two 
nested projectiles (35 and 33 grains, respec¬ 
tively), with hollow conical bases, loaded 
into the standard brass case. Duplex projec¬ 
tile tips carry a yellow color code to distin¬ 
guish them from the M855 cartridge. 

Duplex ammunition was developed to in¬ 
crease hit probability against short range 
targets, with a maximum effective range of 
325 meters. The projected fantasy is that the 
front projectile will fly down range to the 
aim point, while the trailing projectile will 
have a random dispersion directly around 
the aiming point to compensate for the oper¬ 
ator’s aiming error. Muzzle velocity of the 
duplex ammunition is 2,900 fps (about 200 
fps slower than the M855 cartridge). Cham¬ 
ber pressures are only 750 psi lower than the 
50,750 psi generated by the M855 round. 

With the stock fully retracted, Colt’s 
ACR measures 40.6 inches in overall 
length. The collapsed length is 36.8 inches. 
The weight, without the 30-round magazine 
or sights, is 7.3 pounds. Add another pound 
for a loaded magazine and 1.4 pounds for 
the scope. In my opinion, all of this is en¬ 
tirely ho hum. 

AAI Corp. ACR 

Clumsy and awkward appearing, AAI’s 
prototype reminds me of a prop left over 

Continued on page 80 


AAI Corp. ACR, right side. Note the 
selector lever above the trigger which 
provides for semiautomatic and three-shot 
burst fire. It has been placed on the wrong 
side of the rifle for anyone but southpaws. 
Overall length of the full-stocked AAI 
candidate is 40 inches. It weighs 7.8 
pounds, without magazine or sights. 
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W AR has a way of producing unex¬ 
pected consequences. When Hong 
Kong fell to the onrushing Japanese legions 
on Christmas Day 1941, a Royal Air Force 
reservist, Robert Thompson, escaped and 
began a year behind enemy lines in China. 
Subsequently, having rejoined friendly 
forces, he was able to put his burgeoning 
knowledge of guerrilla operations to further 
use on both the 1943 and 1944 Wingate 
operations in Burma, where he won the 
Military Cross and the Distinguished Ser¬ 
vice Order. Thus began the schooling of the 
man now generally acknowledged in the 
West as its foremost practitioner of counter¬ 
revolutionary warfare. 

If World War II taught Thompson the 
tradecraft of guerrilla war, it was his 1948- 
60 term in Malaya that revealed the “revo¬ 
lutionary” nature of the new type of war. 
Studying communist strategy and methods, 
Thompson became an architect of the Brit¬ 
ish Advisory Mission to Vietnam, 1961 -65. 
As such he attempted to impress that in¬ 
surgency was a problem of administrative 
shortcomings and popular causes rather 
than an exercise in military tactics. At the 
conclusion of his term, he was knighted. 

Sir Robert’s involvement with 
counterrevolutionary warfare didn’t fade af¬ 
ter 1965. As a consultant for the RAND 
Corporation, an American company which 
specializes in theoretical and political re¬ 
ports for the defense department, and later 
an adviser for the U.S. government (he 
made a number of investigative trips to 
Vietnam at the request of President Richard 

On the fall of Vietnam: “The key was the 
desertion by the United States, the desertion 
in aid.” 


M. Nixon), he attempted to continue the 
fight against the communists. 

Yet his most valuable contribution may 
be that of his pen rather than his sword. His 
works on revolutionary warfare — Defeat¬ 
ing Communist Insurgency (1966), No Exit 
From Vietnam (1969), Revolutionary War 
in World Strategy 1945-1969 (1970), and 
Peace is Not at Hand (1974) — influenced 
an entire generation of counterguerrilla 
fighters. Most recently, he has completed 
an overview of revolutionary war problems 
drawing on his experiences from World 
War II onward. Make for the Hills is to be 
published in Britain this summer. 

Now retired to the English countryside. Sir 
Robert consented to see SOF correspondent 
Tom Marks over the Easter holiday, some 17 
years after the North Vietnamese offensive 
which he feels settled once and for all the 
question of whether the South Vietnamese 
could fight. Given the recent upsurge in works 
on Vietnam — particularly the Pulitzer Prize- 
winning A Bright and Shining Lie by Neil 
Sheehan and the best-selling About Face by 
David Hackworth — SOF wanted to hear Sir 
Robert’s latest perspective on Vietnam. As the 
interview below demonstrates, he continues to 
see essential shortcomings in our understand¬ 
ing of the conflict and of the possibilities we 
had for victory. 


SOF: I’d like to ask some basic ques¬ 
tions about Vietnam, because it’s an area 
where we in the U.S. still haven’t done 
enough research. The war remains such a 
painfully touchy subject. Some of the re¬ 
cent books are better than others, but 
there is considerable debate over basics 
such as how important was the aid com¬ 
ing over the Ho Chi Minh Trail to the 


insurgency in the South, and where did 
the U.S. policymakers get the notion that 
interdicting the Ho Chi Minh Trail would 
end the war in the South? 

RT: Well, they didn’t do that [interdict 
the trail]. They secured the Ho Chi Minh 
Trail for Ho Chi Minh. That was the first 
thing Harriman [U.S. representative W. 
Averell Harriman] did in the Laos agree¬ 
ment of 1962. The map tells it all. It was this 
lovely trail down through Laos which gets 
you through the back door into South Viet¬ 
nam. Then came the ’62 Himalayan war, 
and as a result of that the Indian member of 
the control commission in Vietnam (there 
were three: a Pole, an Indian, and a Cana¬ 
dian) came off the fence. 

In 1962 a report of the ICC (International 
Control Commission) condemned the 
North’s breaches of the 1954 Accords, 
which also said no foreign troops in Laos. 
So, there was the North condemned for it, 
giving Kennedy complete freedom of action 
if he wanted to go in. You remember Ken¬ 
nedy put that U.S. Marine Corps Regiment 
into northeast Thailand? He could have used 
that. Instead, the U.S. tried to get agree¬ 
ment on a neutral government in Laos. 
That’s what Harriman went over there for. 

As soon as Kennedy did that, it scared the 
Vietnamese stiff, and, of course, the 
Chinese and the Russians. So they demand¬ 
ed the recall of the Geneva Conference. 
Averell Harriman was the American repre¬ 
sentative. And he thought that the whole of 
the agreement was about the government in 
Vientiane, about neutrality and all that sort 
of thing. It wasn’t. The whole point of that 
agreement from what the other side wanted 
was to make sure they had a free run down 
through Laos. And all they had to do was to 


INTREPID INTERVIEWER 


Tom Marks, a former infantry officer 
and West Point graduate, is an experi¬ 
enced combat reporter who has filed 
stories with SOF on conflicts in India, 
Sri Lanka, the Philippines and Vietnam. 
Having become a student of modem 


warfare through his work, Marks 
jumped at the opportunity to interview 
the man who is probably the Western 
world’s foremost expert on counterin¬ 
surgency. When he’s not on assignment, 
Marks lives and works in Hawaii. 


Squadron Leader Robert Thompson (below 
left) in 1943 after acting as RAF liaison 
during Orde Wingate’s three-month, 1,000 
mile guerrilla raid behind Japanese lines in 
Burma. Thompson won the Military Cross 


and Distinguished Service Order, and went 
on to become the West’s foremost authority 
on counterrevolutionary warfare. Right: Sir 
Robert in London. Photos: AP/Wide World 
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get Article 4 into the agreement: no foreign 
troops in Laos. That kept Kennedy out, 
because Mr. Fulbright [Senator J.W. Ful- 
bright, the anti-intervention head of the 
Foreign Relations Committee] was going to 
see that the administration kept its word. It 
didn’t keep the North Vietnamese out. They 
now had a free run. We called it the 
“Averell Harriman Expressway” — which 
is what it was! It eventually became a regu¬ 
lar highway! 

SOF: Was the trail essential to the war 
effort? 

RT: Yes, the trail was essential to the war 
effort. There were two things coming down 
the trail: men and supplies. When the peace 
accords were signed in 1954, the North took 
back about 80,000 men or so from the 
South. Those 80,000 were all what you 
might call frontline troops. They were re¬ 
trained as specialists and later sent south. 
They brought with them equipment. Now, 
that doesn’t mean that they were, at that 
stage — 1960-64 — essential to the battle. 
Certainly they gave it a very considerable 
boost. But don’t forget that it was the North 
that told the South [communist forces] to get 
moving again in 1959. Members of the 
Politburo regularly visited the South re¬ 
laying instructions; so that it was the North 
that told them when they were ready to get 
moving. And it was the North that was 
sending the stuff, a certain amount of equip¬ 
ment, down the trail. But, don’t forget that 
the South had, in various areas — particu¬ 
larly what was known as Zone D and the U 
Minh Forest and all of what they called the 
B-3 Front (which is the Binh Dinh-Quang 
Nai area) — big areas which the commun¬ 
ists had held onto since French times. They 
didn’t have many big villages, but they were 
outlying and well penetrated, so that they’d 
left a good nucleus behind. 

Further, the 80,000 regroupees were all 
regulars, which helped. By 1963-1964 the 
Viet Cong forces were certainly at their 
strongest. They did just rate a division, 
though I think they were really more like big 
regiments. But they called them divisions 
which were later taken over by the NVA 
[North Vietnamese Army]. I would have 
said those were probably the best troops that 
the other side fielded. They were better than 
the NVA. So the Viet Cong probably at that 
stage, 1964, had their best troops, and 
there’s no doubt at all that they had built up 
during the 1960-64 period and that by ’64 
the insurgency as such, the Viet Cong in¬ 
surgency, was winning. In other words they 
were in a position to start taking on ARVN 
[Army of the Republic of Vietnam] almost 
directly. They hadn’t really captured any 
province capitals. There were one or two 
outlying mountain district capitals which 
they occupied, but there hadn’t been any 
real head-on clashes. 

SOF: And the U.S. role at this point? 

RT: By this time, of course, the U.S. was 
involved in upping its advisory presence 
and increasing helicopter support. Addi¬ 
tionally, you were slightly more involved 
with the South Vietnamese air force. But 



you had, of course, as yet no ground troops. 
On the other hand, you did have about 
20,000 advisers inside the country by then. 
Many were military; I’ve forgotten what the 
civilian total was. I would say the forecast in 
spring of ’64 was that the Viet Cong would 
win by 1965. Yes, the Cong would win by 
the end of ’65. 

And then, of course, in ’65 you had the 
U.S, entry into the war. I’ve jumped overall 
the things like the murder of President Ngo 
Dinh Diem. The point about the murder of 
Diem was that it hooked the United States to 
the generals, having told them that if there 
was a change of government they would still 
get paid, which was what they were mainly 
concerned about. That encouraged them to 
coup. Yet the generals were a busted trust, 
as everyone knew — at least that lot of 
generals were — they were what you might 
call the hangover from the French ... they 
weren’t the young officers like Thieu and 
the others like those who came on after¬ 
wards. 

SOF: By 1964, then, we had a situation 
where there was enough popular support 
for the insurgency to support regimental 
formations. It’s now 1989. In retrospect, 


“The Tet Offensive ... I cannot for the life 
of me really work out why Giap did it.” 


was there realistically anything a country 
such as the U.S. could have done when 
things had reached that point? Or should 
we have not become involved? Is there 
something we could have done differently? 

RT: Well, of course, it could have been 
done differently earlier than 1964. And I 
certainly did not in any sense regard the 
situation as hopeless even then. There was 
still a large area of the countryside (that’s 
the populated countryside — you’ve got to 
draw that sort of distinction there) that had 
the resources and manpower available to the 
South. These were far greater than what was 
available to the Viet Cong. The fact that the 
Viet Cong were in a position where they 
could challenge ARVN is the perfect guer¬ 
rilla situation, yes, but they weren’t in a 
situation where they were the dominant 
force. ARVN still had the force and was still 
getting recruits. So ARVN was not yet de¬ 
feated, and their chunks of the country side, 
the ones that mattered — those with people 
and rice — provided a greater resource base 
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than those of the insurgents. 

SOF: So the problem was ... ? 

RT: Lots had been lost, and that was due 
to the fact that there had been no control 
over what’s called the strategic hamlet pro¬ 
gram, which could be another discussion 
altogether. What was wrong with our old 
strategic hamlet program was that it was 
never strategic, which was what I tried to 
get across. I had produced the Delta Plan, 
which was the basis for the strategic ham¬ 
lets. You had to have a plan whereby you 
regained control of the countryside, and you 
have to make it on a strategic basis. You 
have to use the hamlets to regain control. 
The hamlets weren’t something in them¬ 
selves. But Nhu, the President’s brother, 
thought they were something in themselves. 
He thought they could be turned into some¬ 
thing political — a base for political power 
— but to me they were entirely for security 
and for development. And development 
was a very important aspect of it. But the 
Delta Plan got lost, completely, and every¬ 
one just went mad on strategic hamlets; the 
result was that the strategic hamlets were 
created not in accordance with the plan. The 
phrase I used in ’63-’64 in trying to explain 




TOP: On the difference between the 
American and British approaches to dealing 
with insurgency: “In the American way, you 
were up against the ‘gooks’ and the 
‘motherfuckers’ back at base and all that 
sort of thing; whereas in the British way it 
wasn’t unlike a sporting thing — 

‘Talleyho!’ ” 

ABOVE: “I admit that you had to land in 
strength to stop the takeover in ’65. But 
having done that, I reckon you had twice 
the number of forces that were necessary.” 

this to Richardson, who was CIA head back 
then, was that all you were doing was in¬ 
creasing your commitments without in¬ 
creasing your security. The whole thing was 
absolutely bound to come to a grinding halt, 
at which point you’d start to collapse. You 
see that? By simply putting hamlets out 
everywhere you’ve created hostages all 
over the place. You’ve got to send troops 
out to defend them, to hold on, and at some 
point you’re going to run out of troops. 

SOF: In other words, they weren’t 
doing systematic holding and clearing of 
areas. They were just going in for details? 

RT: Exactly. To understand this you have 


to look at the ’67 Arab-Israeli war. There’s 
Israel being attacked by Egypt, Jordan, and 
Syria, and having to make up its mind which 
front to put its army on, because it couldn’t 
do all three. This is something I think Amer¬ 
icans don’t generally understand. You’ve 
got to have a priority and your priority’s got 
to be an important one. So how the hell do 
you hold the other fronts while you’re focus¬ 
ing on your first priority? The Israelis held 
them with the kibbutz! The kibbutz held the 
other fronts! There is your own strategic 
hamlet working as it ought to work. There’s 
nothing novel about defended villages. In 
fact the communists used them better than 
we did. Of course their horror was that we’d 
learn to do the same. 

SOF: A number of important Amer¬ 
ican works on the war, such as Neil 
Sheehan’s A Bright and Shining Lie and 
David Halbersfam’s The Making of a 
Quagmire, advance the battle of Ap Bac 
as the key event which demonstrated the 
complete and irredeemable bankruptcy 
of the South Vietnamese system. It is felt 
that the defeat of ARVN at that battle 
demonstrated beyond any shadow of a 
doubt that the situation at that point was 
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recaptured Quang Tri from six North Viet¬ 
namese divisions. Those three South Viet¬ 
namese divisions — the 1st, the Airborne, 
and the Marines — were the three best divi¬ 
sions at that point in time in the whole of the 
Western world, Israel included. They were 
good. So again you come back to it. The 
material was there, the assets were there — 
if you’d got them properly organized. When 
I was asked in 1961 by General Lemnitzer 
[Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff], “What is 
the answer to all this?” I gave him a one 
word answer. I said, “Organization.” I 
think it was organization that was missing 
throughout until we got Abrams and Bunker 
and Thieu. Then, to a certain extent, we got 
some organization. 

SOF: Still, the argument which seems 
to have the greatest circulation in Amer¬ 
ica, at least among academics, is that if a 
country does not have the systemic or¬ 
ganization or the human wherewithal to 
furnish this organization it is somehow 
deficient. 

RT: Deficient? 

SOF: Yes, There’s an implicit moral 
argument here. The American Left ad¬ 
vances the position that since the system 
is not “right,” we have no “right” to be 
helping it. 

RT: Well, it’s not morally wrong to be 
ignorant. If it was, the same argument 
would apply to the United States. 

SOF: Well, the Left takes strong ex¬ 
ception to America, too. That goes almost 
without saying. Many others, though, 
would argue that by 1965 in Vietnam we 
had reached the stage where we as for¬ 
eigners had to come in to “save the 
South.” This, they feel, is the most 
damning indictment of Saigon. The 
southern system had no legitimacy. 

RT: My view on that is that the fault was 
largely yours for the omissions between 
1954 and 1965. After all, you substituted 
yourselves for the French, and it was you 
who then made the mistakes. You didn’t 
organize things properly. That is why you 
had a system in the South that was incapable 
of handling an insurgency — because you 
didn’t know how to deal with it yourselves. 

The first thing that was wrong in South 
Vietnam was the size of the army. I main¬ 
tained in 1962 that if we doubled what be¬ 
came known as the regional forces, the civil 
guard — they were a rural constabulary 
under the French, not up to company 
strength — and halved the army, we’d have 
held the Viet Cong. The trouble with the 
army is that the boys go away into the army, 
and they lose all touch with their homes. 
The whole point of the civil guard is that 
they’re in their homeland, and they defend 
their homeland. We had no trouble at all 
raising home guards, as it were, in 1962, 
into 1963. 

What I’m getting at is that the assets were 
there, but they were not organized. Nor 
were people trained. I don’t think you 
trained a single person in any single civil 
government role, not even to be a vet. I 
mean there was no training. The civil gov- 


hopeless and that we put in troops so far 
after the fact that it doomed us to defeat. 

RT: No, I don’t think that you could say 
that. Talking about the system at the time, 
certainly the South Vietnamese system in 
the early stages was weak. It did improve. 
You’ve got to remember that it was a newly 
independent country. It had not had any 
experience at government, and particularly 
not in the Delta, which had been a French 
colony where the French manned all the 
positions right down to the post office, so 
that the South Vietnamese hadn’t had any 
experience. They were better in the North. 
And I think you have to look at it in that 
light: that they simply didn’t have the peo¬ 
ple, either in the military or in the civil side. 
They certainly didn’t have them on the civil 
side. That was one sector that was com¬ 
pletely neglected right throughout the war. 
The whole system was bad, you see. 

SOF: Many analysts would advance 
that very point as an argument against 
helping that system at all. 

RT: Well, it’s the old adage: the normal 
soldier would have fought extremely well if 
he had been properly led. There is no ques- 


TOP: On Westmoreland: “If there’d been a 
Berlin in Vietnam, he’d a’ had it ... When 
he went in, he saved the South, no 
question”; on his strategy: “Find ’em and 
fight ’em: the answer to insurgency is 
firepower. And that’s why we lost the 
war”; on the Koreans: “Nothing fell apart 
[when they left Vietnam] because the 
Koreans had not been contributing to the 
security of the area at all. All they had been 
contributing to was their own security.” 

ABOVE: On the Vietnamese application of 
the strategic hamlet program: “By simply 
putting hamlets out everywhere you’ve 
created hostages all over the place. You’ve 
got to send troops out to defend them, to 
hold on, and at some point you’re going to 
run out of troops.” 


tion of that. They fought well whenever 
they were. The weakness was in the training 
of the army, which was put right later. The 
person who put it all right was Creighton 
Abrams. You’re taking Ap Bac, on one 
side, which was an inept little battle; you’ve 
got to take account of the other side. 

In 1972 three South Vietnamese divisions 
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emment was ignored, because all you could 
do was to give guns to the army. And then 
what went wrong with the civil guard was 
that — owing to another one of those ghast¬ 
ly Senate riders to a bill that always get the 
wrong consequences — the military 
couldn’t give military weapons to the civil 
guard, because the civil guard came under 
the Ministry of the Interior and didn’t come 
under the Ministry of Defense. Therefore, 
the civil guard lacked guns other than police 
weapons. 

So what was happening in Vietnam was 
that you were militarizing the civil functions 
instead of civilianizing the military func¬ 
tions. You know the British line: the mili¬ 
tary is in support of the civilians. That’s the 
mistake of 1954-65. And then the Diem 
thing. That was going on. So if you’re blam¬ 
ing anyone for the failure, it’s the United 
States government. 

SOF: Thus, in your opinion, the root of 
American lack of strategic vision boiled 
down to rank inexperience and an unwill¬ 
ingness to learn our lessons? Or, to 
phrase the question another way, what 
created Westmoreland? World War II? 
Is it that we tried to fight World War II 
all over again? 

RT: True. Yes. If there’d been a Berlin in 
Vietnam, he’d a’ had it. No problem. But 
where I give Westy full marks was, of 
course, 1965. When he went in, he saved the 
South. No question. Ia Drang and all that. 

There’s a point here you have to go back 
to, which I think is one of the more interest¬ 
ing points about the war. The Viet Cong 
were winning in 1964, and certainly by 
1965. Well, Hanoi reached the same con¬ 
clusion, and the one thing they couldn’t 
allow was for the Viet Cong to win in 1965 
because they would not have been in full 
control of them. Although they had their 
people in the South, this would have been a 
Southern victory, and this liberation front 
would have been literally up front. They 
started putting in regular North Vietnamese 
Army troops in October of ’64, so they 
understood what was going on. They didn’t 
need those troops in the South. What were 
they going in for? They were going into 
make sure the North got the South. The 
North Vietnamese 1st Division went into 
Kontum in October ’64. By the end of the 
war it ended up in the U Minh. So Westy 
wasn’t just taking on the Viet Cong. By this 
time the NVA were in, were involved. In 
fact, the Ia Drang is where he met them, I 
think, proper for the first time. 

SOF: Unfortunately, Ia Drang was 
stand-up fighting in difficult but unpopu¬ 
lated terrain. Whereas the “real war” 
was for people. 

RT: Yes, you come to that very difficult 
point that when you have American troops 
and conscripts, the one area in which you 
cannot use those is a populated area. You’ve 
read your Bing West, The Village , have 
you? West, who was a young Marine cap¬ 
tain, tells the story of what the Marines 
called CAPS, the teams attached to the 
popular forces defending a large village — 


“Those three South Vietnamese divisions 
... were the best divisions, at that point in 
time, in the whole of the Western world, 
Israel included.” 


in Vietnam that means quite a large area — 
and one of the things the Viet Cong did to try 
to spoil this was they attacked the district 
town. I’ve forgotten the district town, but 
they asked the American battalion to rescue 
the town. And the battalion commander had 
the good sense to say, “I dare not let my 
troops go in the town,” because it would 
have been a shambles. The Marine CAPS 
with its popular forces went into the town, 
and they got the Viet Cong out. It’s an 
interesting story. Do you remember General 
Thompson, the chief of staff? I had lunch 
with him sometime in ’67, and I said to get 
things moving in the rural areas again 
you’re going to have to use American 
troops. And he said, “I dare not let Amer¬ 
ican troops into the populated areas. They 
are not trained for it.” That sums that up, 
really. So the weakness of the war, all the 
way through, was the fact that neither the 
South Vietnamese nor the Americans were 


trained for what they were going to do. 

SOF: Were you able to influence this 
situation? 

RT: I had a long session with Henry Kis¬ 
singer in October ’68. I can’t remember 
precisely when it was . I had met him 
before ... but I think it was after Nixon had 
already been nominated as the Republican 
candidate over Rockefeller ... it was no 
further back than that ... and he said, 
“What are we going to do now?” 

I said, change the strategy completely. 
From now on you use the American forces 
solely to hold the North Vietnamese off and 
put all your emphasis on retraining the 
South Vietnamese and regaining control of 
the countryside, which was Vietnamization 
and pacification. And I said if you do that 
you can withdraw 100,000 American troops 
in the first year. I said that in October ’68. 
And that’s what Nixon bought, and Kissin¬ 
ger became his National Security Adviser. 

SOF: But isn’t this what we claimed we 
were doing? 

RT: You weren’t doing it before. 

SOF: In Westmoreland’s memoirs, he 
claims this is what he was intending to do. 

RT: Talk to someone like George 
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ABOVE: “You come to that very difficult 
point that when you have American troops 
and conscripts, the one area in which you 
cannot use those is a populated area.” 

RIGHT: “The weakness of the war, all the 
way through, was the fact that neither the 
South Vietnamese nor the Americans were 
trained for what they were going to do.” 


Tanham. He was in Vietnam running the 
rural affairs program at the beginning of 
Westy. He had a row with him and said, 
“Westy, you just haven’t got it.” And that 
was in ’65. 

SOF: So what Westmoreland wanted 
to do was to win by firepower? 

RT: Yes, find ’em and fight ’em: the 
answer to insurgency is firepower. At least, 
that was Westy. And that’s why we lost the 
war. Because that really did turn people off. 
But I don’t think people have paid nearly 
enough attention to the 1969-72 period, 
which is the really fascinating period, when 
the thing started to work. And thaf s when 
you got John Vann able to cycle, able to 
motorbike, all the way up to every district 
capital in his area. 

SOF: That period of time remains a 
great vacuum in our knowledge of the 
war. In America we have a very dim 
understanding of what took place during 
that period and whether there was any 
movement toward victory, as you’ve just 
indicated by the story of Vann’s move¬ 
ments. 

RT: That story is true. I know. I didn’t 
bike around with him, though I did go 
around with him quite a lot. I went to one 
district on the coast which the American 
adviser there said had been under siege the 
previous year. They had all been confined to 
the compound. The Viet Cong were in the 
town, let alone in the villages all around it. 
Yet when I got there, I drove round the 
villages on the back of the district chiefs 
Honda, and we weren’t even armed. I 
mean, I rode all over there. You know what 
going about on a motorbike is, going about 
on those bum trails, through the ricefields. 



through the villages? We weren’t bothered 
by anyone. We had no problems anywhere 
outside the district towns. That’s my view. 
That’s how I know whether security is better 
or not. And that’s what it was like by ’71. 

SOF: So we were making definite 
progress? 

RT: Of course that’s the whole point of 
the Easter offensive. It proves it. They had 
to invade. I told Nixon in ’69 they would 
invade in ’72 because they’d have to, be¬ 
cause there was no other way. The Viet 
Cong was over. That’s one thing I do give 
Westy. When the Viet Cong gave him his 
opportunity in ’68, he did bash them. That is 
true. The Tet offensive ... I cannot for the 
life of me really work out why Giap did it. I 
can’t quite believe he thought its psycholog¬ 
ical impact in the States would be the win¬ 
ner. I can’t quite believe that — that even if 
it failed in the South, that would win it. 
There’s no evidence to support that’s what 
he was thinking. 

SOF: And I’ve never been able to find 
any evidence that he intended that either. 

RT: Yes, all that he was saying was that the 
people would rise. Well, they didn’t. And that 
could have been foreseen. But the Viet Cong 
got into the towns and, of course, it was their 
best units. And they were slaughtered. Now, 
my interpretation of this is that Giap wanted to 


destroy the military side of the Viet Cong. 
That’s what it looks like to me looking back at 
it now. I didn’t see it that way at the time. But 
in light of what happened later ... the whole 
of the National Liberation Front, or whatever 
they call themselves, were under house arrest 
when the North took over! What happened to 
Madame Binh? Remember Madame Binh? 
Where’s she? That’s how I see it now. 
[Madame Nguyen Thi Binh , foreign minister 
of the Provisional Revolutionary Government 
and a founder of the National Liberation Front 
(Viet Cong), was driven out of Vietnam after 
1975 war and wrote a book charging North 
Vietnam with destroying the NLF.] 

SOF: Truong Nhu Tang, the NLF 
Minister of Justice, has written a book 
about how he was duped into believing 
the front was genuine. 

RT: Such books are starting to come out 
now. That’s the interesting thing, because 
in Vietnam no one dares read them, no one 
dares publish them. It would show how they 
were all fooled. The North did not have a 
monopoly on nationalism or ability. Take 
the North Vietnamese invasion of 1972 — 
14 divisions, stopped, in part, with Amer¬ 
ican airpower help. But airpower doesn’t 
work unless the troops hold; if troops flee, 
airpower is no good to you. It only works if 
troops can hold and force the enemy to 
concentrate. And the South Vietnamese 
held. They lost Quang Tri, but they recap¬ 
tured it. Giap lost 120,000 men. Now that’s 
not half bad. It gives the answer to our part. 
This, of course, is where Abrams gets the 
full marks. He retrained that army, and he 
re-equipped it, and, of course, you mustn’t 
denigrate Thieu. He was a very capable 
general. In fact, Thieu was a good general. 
Generals don’t usually make good presi¬ 
dents, but he was good enough as a presi¬ 
dent. As good as Eisenhower, anyway. But 
he was a better general. And he put the right 
people in command of his forces. I think it’s 
staggering that they held Kontum. There 
were many times we thought it was gone. Of 
course John Vann had a large part to play. 
And holding An Loc was pretty good, too. 
After all, 39 dead tanks inside—T-54s, like 
that. So you can’t say that the South Viet¬ 
namese couldn’t fight. They did. You had 
14 North Vietnamese divisions defeated. 
True, the North Vietnamese made quite a 
few mistakes. That I accept. They didn’t 
know how to wage a conventional war with 
tanks, which was lucky. They bombarded 
An Loc, a perfect example, just bombarded 
the town. God knows what they threw in 
and they created great masses of rubble. 
You can’t drive tanks through rubble! And 
they didn’t have their infantry supporting 
the tanks sufficiently. So the tanks just 
drove into rubble and got banged off. Using 
the LAW, even the police got one in An 
Loc. I went and saw it. They were terribly 
pleased. What I’m trying to say is that who 
would have believed you could withdraw 
American troops from the places where they 
were withdrawn between 1969 and 1972 — 
and don’t forget that many of those who 
remained were not taking part in major op- 
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erations — who would have thought that 
nothing would have fallen apart? 

SOF: Unfortunately, the fighting abil¬ 
ity of the Vietnamese receives consistent¬ 
ly bad press in the U.S. 

RT: Did you ever go to Binh Dinh when 
the Koreans were there? Well, the Koreans 
had these enormous bases that they simply 
covered with sandbags. It would have taken 
a nuclear bomb to get through their de¬ 
fenses. There were two South Korean divi¬ 
sions there, and, of course, with the cease¬ 
fire in ’73 they were withdrawn. Everyone 
said there was no way the area would hold 
without those two South Korean divisions. 
But they did, and the question is why? It was 
only gradually that I worked it out, and this 
applies to the United States forces as well. 
When the South Koreans were withdrawn, 
all their base camps and so on were demol¬ 
ished; they no longer had to be defended. 
Nothing fell apart in the normal part of the 
countryside at that time—partly, I’ll admit, 
because the NVA was weak after May ’72 
— they had been terribly punished. But 
more importantly, nothing fell apart be¬ 
cause the Koreans had not been contributing 
to the security of the area at all. All they had 
been contributing to was their own security! 
And that applies to a large part of the Amer¬ 
ican forces in earlier stages. It would be a 
very interesting study: how far did Amer¬ 
ican troops contribute at all to the security of 
the South Vietnamese. That’s what it all 
comes back to, you see. So what I’m saying 
is that a lot of this could have been dis¬ 
pensed with. I admit that you had to land in 
strength to stop the takeover in ’65. But 
having done that, I reckon you had twice the 
number of forces that were necessary. You 
could have gotten through initially with 
250,000 and probably reduced after that. 
Instead of which you had 500,000, and 
there was Westy asking for 200,000 more. 
That’s all because the strategy was wrong. 
Westy never made any use of the South 
Vietnamese. Didn’t understand them. Yet 
in the end the South Vietnamese were per¬ 
fectly capable, after three years of Abrams, 
of taking on 14 North Vietnamese divisions. 
Which isn’t bad. 

SOF: How, then, would you analyze 
the fall, the next big offensive? 

RT: The key was the desertion by the 
United States, the desertion in aid. When I 
went there in ’75, the North had built itself 
up — they had been way down — to where 
it was estimated they had sufficient supplies 
for something like 12 months’ intensive 
combat. The South Vietnamese at that point 
had enough for three weeks. When you get 
down to that level, a good analogy is keep¬ 
ing electric plants supplied with coal. If you 
haven’t got the dumps, you can’t move the 
coal fast enough to keep them all going. 
Exactly the same when you’ve got four 
fronts, as Thieu had. You cannot move the 
stuff fast enough to maintain all the fronts 
simultaneously; the North having the com¬ 
plete initiative and Thieu was not even 
being allowed to launch spoiling attacks. 
For the moment Thieu fired a gun, the Sen¬ 


“It would be a very interesting study: how 
far did American troops contribute to the 
security of the South Vietnamese?” 


ate was going to call off aid. He could 
defend a post — mark me, he had lost an 
awful number which had been taken con¬ 
trary to the agreement, of course — but the 
only people complaining were the Indone¬ 
sians, who were rather robust, I must say. 
The Canadians got fed up and went home. 
But the Indonesians were rather robust on 
this. I would love to see their reports, but I 
don’t know what’s happened to them. They 
certainly blamed the North Vietnamese for 
the breaches, but no one worried about 
those. That’s the point. It was Thieu who 
was not allowed to breach the accords. 
What a situation! Mark me, he’s got no air 
force left, because he’s got no spares; he’s 
got no fuel. The Yom Kippur War had an 
especially devastating effect on the fuel sup¬ 
plies, because he was having to buy that fuel 
on the market. You weren’t giving him any 
any longer. And it was 11 times the pre- 
Yom Kippur War price. So he was station¬ 
ary. He couldn’t move his troops in trucks 
any longer. I don’t think people understand 
this. 

SOF: Is there anything Thieu could 
have done in such a situation? 

RT: We had an enormous argument as to 
the correct military thing for Thieu to do. In 
any case, I think by March it was too late, 
but he should have done it in January. He 
should have moved all the forces he could 
out of Regions I and II back to Regions III 
and IV and let I and II go. Militarily, that 
would have made some sense. But the 
dilemma: politically, it was impossible. 
And also you can’t just throw people away 
like that. So it was politically impossible. 
But that was the argument that was going 


on, as to whether militarily that was the 
correct thing to do. When you’re in a situa¬ 
tion where the other side has the strategic 
initiative, it’s just like D-Day: where are 
they actually going to land? It was quite 
impossible to tell at which point the North 
Vietnamese would make their major 
assault. In any case, by then Thieu’s got 
practically no reserves left. That was one 
thing the North Vietnamese gained out of 
their 1972 offensive. It was the one gain 
they had. Not Quang Tri or anything like 
that. It was the fact that they drew the main 
South Vietnamese reserves up to Region I, 
and therefore Thieu had no reserves left 
except possibly one division in the Delta 
that he could have brought out from the 
Delta — which he did, in fact. It meant that 
the North could mass where it pleased. 
Again, this time, they had 13-14 divisions 
in the South and they had another three 
divisions within two week’s movement. 
The question was where were they going to 
hit. It was sure to be a weakly held provin¬ 
cial capital, but .. . 

We were in that position: the enemy 
could put three divisions against one any 
time he liked. And what chance had the one 
got under the circumstances? No reserves, 
no firepower. 

And the other thing that Americans have 
never understood — and I got this across to 
Nixon in the end, and he immediately told 
Henry [Kissinger] to do something about it 
— is that the Russian 130mm gun was far 
better than anything you had. It had gotten 
everything. Have you ever seen a firebase? 
Well, how can you sit in a firebase with that 
firing at you from 12 miles away? The South 
Vietnamese, if they used their artillery, had 
to move it within 60 seconds. Otherwise, 
they were hit. So the dominant weapon on 

Continued on page 77 
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sor EXCLUSIVE 


OPERATION 


Delta/SEAL Rescue Force 
Poised to Snatch 
American Hostages in Lebanon 

by Neil 


B Y late August 1986 nearly all was in readi¬ 
ness for the boldest military operation of 
the Reagan era: the rescue of the American 
hostages in Lebanon. U.S. Army intelligence 
operatives were busy finalizing the last details. 
Aided by a network of Lebanese allies, safe 
houses had been set up, vehicles prepositioned, 
and infiltration and exfiltration routes identi¬ 
fied. The actual operation was to be carried out 
by members of SEAL Team 6, the Army’s 
Delta Force, and Air Force elements from 
1st Special Operations Wing. Under 
the cloak of darkness they would slip into 
Lebanon, pluck the hostages from their fetid 
captivity in the West Beirut suburb of Bir el 
Aabed and the Sheik Abdallah barracks in 
Lebanon’s Bekaa Valley, and then — if all 
went well — escape to the sanctuary of U.S. 
warships anchored off the coast. 

If all didn’t go well, the U.S. commandos 
were prepared to make it one hell of a fight. 

Shortly before it was scheduled to com¬ 
mence, the operation was put on hold. 
Although the men involved didn’t know it at 
the time, the reason was that the United 
States was engaged in secret behind-the- 
scenes dealings with the government of Iran 
that would later be called the Iran-Contra 
scandal. Despite millions of dollars and 
months of preparation devoted to the opera¬ 
tion, it was never revived. And America’s 
hostages continue to languish in captivity. 

This is the story of the plan to free U.S. 
hostages in Lebanon by force, rather than by 
buying their freedom. 

Intelligence Support Activity (ISA) 

No problem was more vexing to the 
Reagan Administration than that of the 
American hostages in Lebanon. As Oliver 
North often told friends, “Not a day goes by 
that the President of the United States 
doesn’t ask about the hostages.” In many 
respects, it was this preoccupation with 
freeing the hostages that was at the bottom 
of the Iran/Contra scandal. 

In early 1983, the Joint Chiefs had tasked 
a secret military unit called ISA (Intelli¬ 
gence Support Activity) with developing a 
viable military operation to free the hos¬ 
tages. Run out of the bowels of the Penta¬ 
gon, ISA was a good choice for the assign¬ 
ment. No newcomer to the Middle East, 
ISA had operated in many parts of the Arab 
world since its creation in 1981, and its 
agents had worked in Beirut and throughout 
much of Lebanon. ISA operatives had 
served under official cover at the U.S. 
embassy in Beirut and as advisers to the 
U.S. Marine Expeditionary Force before it 
pulled out in 1984. 


SHADOW WAR 
EXPERTS 

Neil C. Livingstone and David 
Halevy are two of the world’s leading 
authorities on international terrorism 
and the deadly shadow wars of the Mid¬ 
dle East. 

Livingstone is an adjunct professor at 
Georgetown University. He has written 
numerous articles and books on terror¬ 
ism and national defense, the most re¬ 
cent being Beyond the Iran-Conta Crisis: 
The Shape of U.S. Counter-Terrorism 
Policy in the Post-Reagan Era, pub¬ 
lished by Lexington Press. 

David Halevy is a 19-year veteran 
correspondent with Time Magazine and 
a former member of Israeli special op¬ 
erations force. He is also in the Israel 
Defense Forces reserves. 

They previously collaborated on an 
article detailing how Israeli Commandos 
assassinated Abu Jihad, the Palestine 
Liberation Organization’s military op¬ 
erations chief, in Tunis (see “Defanging 
The Seipent,” SOF Dec. ’88). 


The ISA men were not desk jockeys but 
“can do” types, with little tolerance for red 
tape, a quality that often brought them into 
conflict with Pentagon brass. The highly- 
classified unit had formed in the wake of the 
abortive rescue mission to free the U.S. 
hostages in Iran that ended at Desert One in 
1980. Initially called the Foreign Operating 
Group (FOG), the unit’s name was later 
changed to ISA. 

ISA’s mission was twofold: to collect 
tactical intelligence and to provide oper¬ 
ational support. Its chief mandate was the 
collection of precise, detailed intelligence 
for actual and potential operations con¬ 
ducted by the U.S. special operations com- 


Livingstone and David Halevy 
Illustration by Ralph Butler 

munity. The lack of such information had 
contributed to the 1980 failure of “Opera¬ 
tion Rice Bowl” in Iran. It was envisioned 
that ISA would collect the kind of tactical 
intelligence that the CIA was unable to pro¬ 
vide to commando assaults and raiding par¬ 
ties, such as how many guards are at the 
objective, where they are positioned, what 
kind of arms they have, which way do the 
doors swing, and so on. 

ISA was also charged with establishing a 
worldwide logistic network capable of 
assisting special operations units in execut¬ 
ing military operations. Among its respon¬ 
sibilities were identifying and preparing 
landing and drop zones, conducting recon¬ 
naissance, providing transport, and acting 
as “guides” to raiding parties. 

ISA’s annual budget was approximately 
$10 million and it had a staff of around 120 
full-time operators, mostly officers and 
NCOs. ISA teams included S1GINT (sig¬ 
nals intelligence) specialists, special equip¬ 
ment specialists, deep cover penetration 
agents (most fluent in foreign languages), 
computer wizards, and communications 
specialists. There was also an action ele¬ 
ment composed of small teams of ISA com¬ 
mandos proficient in sniping, close quarters 
combat, unarmed combat, and explosives. 

In order to ensure operational security 
and secrecy, ISA personnel did not appear 
on the Army’s regular listings, and its per¬ 
sonnel were carried on the Army’s Special 
Roster, or ASR. This roster includes army 
personnel whose identities, units, tasks and 
deployment are a closely guarded secret. No 
mention of ISA appeared on the personnel 
records of members of the unit. 

ISA operated under the DCOSOPS of the 
Army and was tasked both by DIA (Defense 
Intelligence Agency) and by the Army’s 
Assistant Chief of Staff for Intelligence 
(ACSI). When special operations oppo¬ 
nents at the Pentagon recommended in 1982 
that the unit be dismantled, it was saved by 
the ACSI, Lt. Gen. William “Bill” Odom, 
who later became the head of the National 
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Security Agency (NSA). Those with action- 
oriented billets often spent time with Delta 
and other special operations units perfecting 
their commando and anti-terrorist skills. 

Because of internal fighting within the 
Pentagon and the U.S. intelligence com¬ 
munity, ISA had to coordinate all of its 
activities with the CIA. In an effort to main¬ 
tain its independence, ISA commanders 
clashed, at one time or another, with the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS) and the lead¬ 
ership of Delta, SEAL Team Six, Seaspray, 
and the Air Force's special operations wing. 

During the 1985 hijacking of TWA flight 
847, ISA teams accompanied Delta and 
SEAL Team Six commandos to Akrotiri, 
Cyprus, to prepare for a rescue mission into 
Lebanon in the event that negotiations that 
eventually led to the release of the hostages 


broke down. Similarly, ISA operatives 
were standing by with Navy SEALs to re¬ 
take the Italian cruise ship Achille Lauro 
later that same year. The seajackers, mem¬ 
bers of the Palestine Liberation Front 
(PLF), surrendered to Egyptian authorities 
and the operation was called off. ISA per¬ 
sonnel, however, were part of an operation 
which successfully freed eight American 
hostages in the Sudan, after they had been 
kidnapped by south Sudanese rebels. Using 
intelligence collected by ISA operators on 
the ground and special training provided by 
Delta, Sudanese commandos were able to 
rescue the American church and relief agen¬ 
cy officials. 

Profile of an ISA Operator 

The military personnel assigned to ISA all 
generally had some special operations back¬ 


ground and experience. Most received addi¬ 
tional training once they joined ISA. New 
recruits went through an ISA six-month basic 
training course, and afterwards were given 
additional training by the CIA, FBI and Secret 
Service. Those involved with ISA's action 
component also trained with Delta and other 
special operations units. 

For a profile of a typical ISA operator, 
“Scuba" is very representative. Since he is 
still involved in special operations with 
another military unit, his real name cannot 
be used. “Scuba" was bom on 2 July 1947, 
in Oregon, where he was raised and edu¬ 
cated. In 1968, he dropped out of college 
and joined the army. Upon graduation from 
OCS (Officer Candidate School) at Fort 
Benning in 1969, he was sent to jump 
school and then was attached to the Sixth 
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Special Forces Group at Fort Bragg. Late in 
1969, he began a three-year tour of duty in 
Vietnam, mainly conducting long-range re¬ 
connaissance missions and surveillance of 
the Ho Chi Minh Trail. 

After returning to the states in 1972, he 
served tw#years with the Second Armored 
Divisioirand was sent to the Advanced In¬ 
fantry Course. Upon graduation he was 
transferred to the First Infantry Division at 
Fort Riley, Kansas. During his three-year 
stint at Fort Riley, he got his degree in 
political science and sociology. After a tour 
of duty with the Tenth Special Forces 
Group, he was assigned to FOG, the fore¬ 
runner of ISA. “Scuba” held top positions 
with ISA’s operations squadron and with its 
deep cover unit. He stayed with ISA until 
his retirement in 1987. 

Lebanon: Hothouse of International 
Terrorism 

During the past 14 years, Lebanon has 
come apart at the seams. In many respects it no 
longer exists as a viable nation. It is dominated 
by foreign armies and armed militias, repre¬ 
senting different religious factions. One of the 
unforeseen consequences of the Lebanese 
civil war has been the rise of the long- 
oppressed Shi’ites of Lebanon, spurred on by 
the Iranian revolution and the wave of Islamic 
fundamentalism that has swept over much of 
the Middle East. 

The leaders of revolutionary Iran viewed 
Lebanon as another potential Islamic repub¬ 
lic. Iran joined the PLO and its leftist allies 
in an effort to destroy the power of Leba¬ 
non’s Christian minority, who were re¬ 
garded as allies of Israe] and descendents of 
the hated Crusaders. As many as 1800 Rev¬ 
olutionary Guards (Pasdaran) were sent to 
Lebanon, most based in the Bekaa Valley. 
By 1983-1984, Iranian operatives had taken 
over Hezbollah, the so-called Party of God, 
and were using it to wage war on Lebanese 
Christians and all sources of Western influ¬ 
ence and culture in the country. The United 
States was regularly described by the 
Ayatollah Khomeini and other top Iranian 
leaders as the “great Satan,” and Hezbollah 
terrorists, often with the aid of Syria, struck 
out repeatedly at U. S. targets in the country. 
The U.S. embassy and the embassy annex 
were both bombed, as was the U.S. Marine 
barracks at Beirut International Airport, 
with the loss of 241 American servicemen. 
On 16 March 1984, the CIA’s chief-of- 
station, William Buckley, was kidnapped in 
Beirut by Iranian terrorists. Buckley died in 
captivity the following year after having 
been subjected to continuous torture and 
abuse. Over the months that followed Buck¬ 
ley’s abduction, other Americans living in 
Lebanon —journalists, educators, a hospi¬ 
tal official, a priest, and at least one mental¬ 
ly impaired individual — were also seized 
and disappeared into the terrorist nether¬ 
world. 

Virtually all of the Western intelligence 
organizations were ‘ ‘blind’ ’ when it came to 
dealing with the rising tide of Iranian- and 
Syrian-backed terrorism in Lebanon. Not 
only were their respective intelligence ser¬ 



in the Bekaa Valley and in the Bir el Aabed 
district of Beirut, both Shi’ite controlled 
areas. Rescue mission was planned as a 
two-pronged strike. 


vices forced to deal with a totally fluid situa¬ 
tion, where nothing remained the same for 
long, but all had traditionally ignored Leba¬ 
non’s Shi’ite community. In the past, the 
Shi’ites had not been a major factor in Leba¬ 
non. Even the Israelis, with a massive net¬ 
work in Lebanon had paid little attention to 
radical Shi’ite factions like Hezbollah and 
its Iranian masters — until it was too late. 

After the traumas of 1983-1984, and with 
the epidemic of hostage-taking that began in 
1985, the United States was desperate to 
develop intelligence “assets” in Lebanon. 
A crash program was launched to collect 
timely information about terrorist threats 
and to locate the American hostages. 
According to a top-ranking ISA officer, 
“When the hostage crisis started taking on a 
life of its own, we were tasked to provide 
intelligence and potential support for any 
type of rescue operation. Delta was told to 
start planning a rescue operation and we 
were tasked, apparently by DIA and Delta, 
to start a collection operation [intelligence ] 
to support Delta’s entry into Beirut.” 

A small number of ISA men had worked 
undercover in Beirut ever since the bombing 
of the U.S. Marine barracks, but given the 
urgent need for results and the enormity of 
the task, it rapidly became clear to ISA 
officials that they would need to find new 
allies and recruit new personnel for the op¬ 
eration. 

Recruiting the Network 

“It was a blind date,” recalled a 
Lebanese national living in Washington, 
D.C., who got a mysterious phone call in 
October 1985. The caller invoked the name 
of a mutual “friend” in Beirut and asked if 
Michael would join him for a drink. 
Michael assumed it was a purely social 
meeting and agreed without hesitation. 
When he arrived at the bar at 1600 hours the 


following day, he was met by a tall, slender 
American with a moustache. The man was 
dressed in a business suit and had a mid- 
Westem twang. 

In contrast to Michael’s expectation of a 
casual evening of drinks and chit-chat about 
mutual friends, the American was all busi¬ 
ness. He introduced himself as a representa¬ 
tive of the U.S. Government, but apolo¬ 
gized for his inability to show Michael any 
identification. Not one for small-talk, the 
American came straight to the point. He 
wanted to meet a senior Lebanese Forces 
intelligence official, who lived outside of 
Lebanon and was a friend of Michael’s. He 
told Michael that there was a highly- 
sensitive matter that he wanted to discuss 
with the Lebanese Forces official — some¬ 
thing that would benefit both the United 
States and the Christian community in 
Lebanon. 

Michael listened to the man but did not 
initially commit to help him. The conversa¬ 
tion then turned to the situation in Lebanon. 
After about an hour, the man told Michael 
that he had to leave. “I’ll call you,’ ’ he said, 
and then gave Michael what later turned out 
to be a false name, Paul Dunbar. 

Uneasy about the strange meeting, 
Michael got in touch with his friend and told 
him what had happened. Although they had 
no idea where the contact might lead, “my 
friend decided to carry on with the ‘game’, ’ ’ 
says Michael. 

Two weeks later a second meeting was 
arranged at an Irish pub in the Washington 
suburb of Alexandria. When Michael ar¬ 
rived this time, he found Dunbar seated at a 
table in back of the pub with an associate. 
The associate was six feet tall and all mus¬ 
cle. “He looked every bit an infantry sol¬ 
dier,” recalls Michael. Unlike the first 
meeting, this time Dunbar was far more 
relaxed and easygoing, although his com¬ 
panion barely uttered a word. Dunbar asked 
Michael if he enjoyed Washington and they 
talked about several extraneous subjects. 
Finally, the conversation took a serious 
turn. Dunbar told Michael that he was look¬ 
ing for information about Lebanon, very 
specific information. Michael responded 
that he needed to know who wanted the 
information. Dunbar would only say that 
they were “operating under an inter-agency 
mandate” and were involved in “anti¬ 
terrorist activities.” Michael asked them to 
describe the kind of information they were 
seeking. “Information about terrorist 
groups in Lebanon,” came the reply. Then, 
as if an afterthought, Dunbar indicated that 
they were also interested in any intelligence 
about the American hostages. 

“It was very clear to me that their main 
interest was the hostages,” says Michael, 
“since there are far better sources than me 
for information about terrorist groups in 
Lebanon.” They told Michael if he could 
set up the meeting with his friend, they 
would introduce him to their superiors, so 
that he could verify their bona Tides. 

After the meeting, Michael contacted his 
friend, the Lebanese intelligence official 
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who went by the name of “Shanon,” and 
made arrangements for him to come to 
Washington. Although a Christian, bom in 
Lebanon, Shanon had been raised and edu¬ 
cated in Europe and was, in many respects, 
more European than Lebanese. However, 
with the outbreak of the Lebanese civil war, 
Shanon had voluntarily joined the Christian 
fighting militia, the Lebanese Forces (LF), 
and quickly rose to the top rung of its intelli¬ 
gence apparatus, even though he was only 
in his early 30s. He became chief of the LF 
international section and was sent abroad to 
liaise with and establish ties to other intelli¬ 
gence agencies, mostly in the West. In prac¬ 
tical terms, he was the chief representative 
of the Lebanese Forces in the West. But 
more important to ISA, over the years he 
had developed many unique contacts both 
within Lebanon’s Shi’ite community and 
Hezbollah. He had meticulously assembled 
a network of informers, friends, and other 
contacts in Lebanon, and had the ability to 
reach into virtually any faction or militia for 
information. 

ISA had selected the right person. Now it 
was a matter of recruiting him. 

Despite misgivings, Shanon agreed to 
meet in Washington with Michael’s myste¬ 
rious “friends.” Michael and the two ISA 
men picked him up at National Airport and 
they took great care to avoid being spotted 
or tailed. “We changed cars three times, 
drove in circles, and took other evasive ac¬ 
tion,” recalls Shanon. “In the end, I was 
not sure that they even knew where they 
were heading.” 

Finally, after about 45 minutes of driv¬ 
ing, they pulled into a hotel near the airport. 
Shanon was shown to a large suite, where he 
met two other Americans, identified as 
Dunbar’s “ultimate superiors.” One intro¬ 
duced himself as ‘ ‘Mr. Lake, ’ ’ and the other 
remained anonymous. 

The meeting was strained and formal; no 
one relaxed. Shanon was asked about his 
access to sensitive information, especially 
relating to various terrorist groups operating 
in the Middle East, and about the Soviet role 
in the region. They also wanted to know 
about certain terrorist activities in Europe. 
Shanon responded to the inquiries warily, 
giving short clipped responses, usually 
‘ ‘yes” or “no. ” Finally, they began a prob¬ 
ing series of questions about the Lebanese 
Forces, its organizational structure, chain of 
command, and certain key figures. 

Shanon was able to quickly ascertain that 
they were special operations veterans and 
had spent some time in Beirut during the 
1985 TWA 847 hijacking. It was also readi¬ 
ly apparent that their only real concern was 
the American hostages. What troubled Sha¬ 
non was why they weren’t working through 
normal channels. Since the Lebanese 
Forces maintained intelligence ties to CIA, 
DIA, and the Israelis, it seemed strange that 
they would use such a circuitous route to 
obtain his cooperation. 

As the meeting drew to a close, Shanon 
concluded that Dunbar and his companions 
were “for real” and their operation was sanc¬ 


tioned. Security considerations, he decided, 
explained the elaborate secrecy and distance 
from other intelligence organizations. 

He agreed to help the American effort, 
and in the months that followed became the 
central figure in a network of Lebanese in¬ 
telligence operatives that would ultimately 
pinpoint the precise location of all the 
American hostages. This information, in 
turn, precipitated the most serious rescue 
attempt to date to wrench the hostages from 
their Shi’ite captors. 

Momentum 

It took about four months before the 
Lebanese component was fully operational 
and transmitting hard information back to 
ISA. All of the data received by ISA was 
turned over to CIA and NSA (National 
Security Agency) for further verification. 
This led to the positioning of a spy satellite 
over Lebanon that was dedicated to gather¬ 
ing intelligence about the hostages and, as 
part of that function, to checking out Sha- 
non’s information. For the most part, Sha¬ 
non’s information turned out to be extreme¬ 
ly accurate and precise. 

On 17 May 1986, for example, ISA re¬ 
ceived a message from Shanon’s operations 
center regarding the “transfer of the hos¬ 
tages to the region of Hakrak.” According 
to the message, “the source of Riad Tleis of 
Hezbollah have verified that the prisoners 
and foreign hostages were transferred from 
the locality of Brital [Britel] and the Sheik 
Abdalah barracks (in Na’albek) to a Hezbol¬ 
lah military camp located in the region of 
Hakrak [Hermel] in the heights of the north¬ 
ern Bekaa.” 

Several weeks later, Shanon’s operatives 
reported further developments. “On 12 
June 1986, the American hostages were 
transferred from ‘Miqraq’ fort (compound) 
in the Ba’albek area to the headquarters of 
the Iranian Revolutionary Guard [sic] lo¬ 
cated at ‘Breetal’ [Britel] town; and they are 
still there,” wrote the ISA man who trans¬ 
cribed the message. 

As Shanon’s men closed in on the hos¬ 
tages, the U.S. spy satellite monitoring 
events in Lebanon was repositioned to get a 
better look at the village of Britel in the 
Bekaa Valley. This followed receipt of the 
following message, which was translated 
from French: 

Please note the positioning of the hos¬ 
tages: 

1. CR [cable reference] 46 where the 
hostages are probably 70 percent being de¬ 
tained at the moment. 

2. Concerning Breetal [Britel] village (in 
the Bekaa) specific sources identify the de¬ 
tention area of the hostages in the t al- 
Husayniya 9 building or barracks situated at 
the Breetal village with map coordinates: 
221440/189200. Coordinates from the 
‘Shiek Abdallah 9 barracks (the main bar¬ 
racks for Hezbollah in the Bekaa valley) in 
the Breetal (also Brital) area with the de¬ 
ployment of the DC A. 

194480/227980 

193980/227980 

194420/227620 


PS Coordinates of the Mosque of Brital 
are 188700/221500. 

So successful was the operation that Sha¬ 
non’s men were generating literally hun¬ 
dreds of pages of intelligence material every 
week. ‘‘We did not bargain oVer the intel,” 
says Shanon. “The traditional way the 
Lebanese Forces and the Lebanese Govern¬ 
ment handled intel of this kind was to send 
90 percent and bargain over the rest. We 
gave ISA everything we got. Everything on 
the Palestinians, Shi’ites, Libyan agents, 
Iranian agents, Syrian activities.” In addi¬ 
tion, America’s clandestine cooperation 
with the LF began to take other forms. Dur¬ 
ing the September 1986 hijacking of Pan 
Am flight 73 to Pakistan, for example, the 
LF permitted Delta Force to secretly use its 
facilities in East Beirut in anticipation that 
the plane would ultimately be diverted to 
Lebanon. The hijacking, however, was re¬ 
solved in Karachi after a shootout. Shanon’s 
operators also gave the United States valu¬ 
able intelligence about terrorist operations 
in other parts of the world, including an 
attack on a U.S. base in Turkey. 

So Close Yet So Far 

By the middle of the summer of 1986, 
Shanon’s men had, according to ISA 
sources, identified where all of the U.S. 
hostages were being held. CIA sources, by 
contrast, claim that, ‘ ‘They had a fix on five 
hostages and did not know where the others 
were.... It was a cat and mouse game, and 
you can’t launch an operation based on this 
kind of intelligence.” An ISA officer dis¬ 
agrees. “They [Lebanese Forces intelli¬ 
gence] provided us with the exact location 
of every hostage,” he claims. They told us 
where they were being moved to, each new 
location. We were able to verify this by 
other means. We could have launched the 
operation and freed the hostages.” 

So good was the information being supplied 
to ISA that the other U.S intelligence agencies 
soon were in an uproar. Since ISA had little 
analytical capability, the information from 
Lebanon, in its raw form, was fed into the 
computerized data banks of the U.S. intelli¬ 
gence community. This meant that CIA, 
NSA, the National Security Council, and cer¬ 
tain elements at the State Department ultimate¬ 
ly had access to it. As a result, they bombarded 
ISA with scores of questions and clarifica¬ 
tions, often demanding to know the precise 
source of a specific piece of intelligence. 
“Everyone wondered where we were getting 
this unusual and accurate information, ’ ’ said a 
former ISA man. 

Despite bureaucratic jealousies and bick¬ 
ering, however, in July 1986, planning for 
an operation to rescue the hostages in Leba¬ 
non was authorized. That same month, an 
ISA colonel with the code name “Gabby,” 
traveling undercover and in disguise, was 
dispatched to Lebanon to get a firsthand 
look at the situation. He arrived at the 
Christian-controlled port city of Juniyah 
and spent 10 days in-country. He inspected 
the staging areas set up by the Lebanese 
Forces and actually observed some of the 
sites where the hostages were being held. At 
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the same time, Gabby was assessing — 
before American forces were placed in 
jeopardy — the efficacy of the Lebanese 
Forces intelligence network and the key in¬ 
dividuals that,would be part of any future 
operation. He was even permitted to meet 
with some of the LF intelligence “assets” 
and inforipers. 

Satisfied with what he had seen, upon Gab¬ 
by’s return ISA began pulling together a res¬ 
cue operation, working with other special op¬ 
erations elements that would be involved. By 
the end of August, most of the planning was 
complete and intelligence collection had been 
stepped up to monitor the situation in Lebanon 
as closely as possible. Shanon’s network was 
working around the clock on logistics matters 
and to detect any changes in the hostages’ 
condition or location that would affect the 
operation. Overhead, U.S. KH-11 spy satel¬ 
lites were conducting photo recon missions so 
that highly detailed maps of certain areas in 
West Beirut and the Bekaa Valley could be 
produced. NSA, meanwhile, had accelerated 
its “collection” activities, and was monitor¬ 
ing virtually all phone traffic in the country. 

The Plan 

The final mission plan called for assem¬ 
bling a combined force of 50 to 60 Delta and 
SEAL Team 6 commandos on a supply ship 
steaming with the Sixth Fleet. At a desig¬ 
nated location north of Cyprus, the com¬ 
mandos would be transferred under cover of 
darkness to a Christian-operated cargo ves¬ 
sel, which traveled regularly between Leba¬ 
non and Lamaca, Cyprus. There would be 
four empty cargo containers on deck to con¬ 
ceal the presence of the commandos. While 
the commandos would be ferried to the 
Christian vessel in small boats, their equip¬ 
ment would be transferred via ship-to-ship 
cables. The whole procedure was not ex¬ 
pected to last more than a half hour. 

The equipment being carried by the com¬ 
mandos included special eavesdropping de¬ 
vices that permitted them to monitor events 
in bunkers, closed rooms, and cellars; satel¬ 
lite communications gear to link the com¬ 
mandos directly to the White House, the 
Joint Chiefs, and mainframe computers 
operated by the intelligence community; a 
secure communications system that would 
allow the raiders to communicate among 
themselves without fear of compromise; 
and portable computers designed to transmit 
and receive encripted messages. In addi¬ 
tion, they carried certain special weapons, 
explosives, first aid gear, and equipment for 
breaching doors. Shanon and his men were 
asked to provide them with unmarked AK- 
47s, M16s, and Uzis that could be used in 
the operation and left behind. The comman¬ 
dos were supposed to dress in civilian cloth¬ 
ing or non-identifiable battle fatigues. 

Once the vessel reached the port of 
Beirut, it would put in at dock number five, 
which was controlled by the Lebanese 
Forces. The five containers, with the com¬ 
mandos and their equipment inside, would 
be off-loaded and taken to a remote storage 
area within the port. Late r that night, a 
Lebanese Forces convoy — including jeeps 


Bir el Aabed area of Beirut, where some of 
the American hostages were being held, lies 
northeast of a big Palestinian stronghold in 
the Borj el Brajne district. Palestinians’ 
Sabra and Chatilla camps, destroyed by 
successive rounds of fighting with Israeli, 
Christian, and Shi’ite forces, lay to the 
north, due east of stadium. 

and six-wheeled trucks — would pick them 
up and transport them to Christian- 
controlled East Beirut. There, at safe houses 
provided by the LF, the commandos would 
divide into three pre-assigned teams. 

Guided by Shanon’s men, the first team 
would enter Moslem West Beirut and make 
their way to Bir el Aabed, where some of the 
hostages were being held. The second team, 
also guided by Lebanese Forces intelligence 
operatives, would strike out for the Bekaa 
Valley and the Sheik Abdallah Barracks. The 
third team would remain behind, held in re¬ 
serve in case either of the other two units 
encountered serious problems. 

To transport the commandos inside 
Shi’ite-controlled areas, station wagons, 
sedans, and Land-Rovers bearing Amal and 
Hezbollah markings had been assembled. 
The necessary travel and identification 
documents had been bought, stolen, and 
otherwise obtained, and then provided by 
Shanon to ISA, where they were duplicated. 


The operation would be masked by 
threatening maneuvers, conducted by two 
Lebanese Forces intelligence teams, de¬ 
signed to draw Shi’ite and Hezbollah units 
away from the target areas. However, as 
one American participant remembers, “We 
did not rely heavily on the Lebanese Forces 
to fight or even to conduct operations that 
could have supported us. We were ready to 
do the operation alone, single-handed, and 
come home with the hostages.” Although 
the Christian-dominated Lebanese Army 
had also expressed, through the CIA, its 
willingness to be of assistance in the event a 
rescue was attempted, for security reasons 
the offer was not accepted. 

“The operation was ‘Made in the U.S. of 
A.’,” says an ISA operator. “We could 
have used additional support, but the idea 
was to carry out a clean, neat, quick opera¬ 
tion. Every support activity would only 
have complicated matters. This was sup¬ 
posed to be a quick and dirty operation.” 

Timing was all important. The strikes 
against the two Hezbollah prisons were to 
be closely coordinated. There was little 
margin for error. It was expected that the 
raiders would meet with little resistance at 
the two prison facilities, since Hezbollah 
and the Pasdaran operated on the principle 
that it was not the number of guards but the 
frequent movement of the hostages that 
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guaranteed their security. As a result, there 
were only a small number of guards at each 
facility. Once the operation at Bir el Aabed 
was complete, the commandos and, hope¬ 
fully, the hostages, would head for the 
coast, using one of a number of potential 
escape routes. There, they would rendez¬ 
vous with ISA operators and be evacuated 
by means of swift boats or helicopters to 
U.S. naval vessels standing by a short dis¬ 
tance away. 

The operation in the Bekaa was more 
complicated and the escape options more 
limited. The plan called for the team that hit 
the Sheik Abdallah Barracks to reach the 
coast and to leave via the sea. In the event of 
an emergency, however, there was a direct 
line of communication to the Israelis. 
Although they had not been informed of all 
of the operational details, the Israeli defense 
and intelligence establishment had agreed, 
in a “worst case” situation, to come to the 
assistance of the commandos or to provide 
for “quick entry” into Israeli-controlled 
territory. 

Internecine Warfare 

As usual, there were those at the U.S. 
embassy in Beirut and in the American in¬ 
telligence community that were opposed to 
a high risk operation to rescue the hostages. 
Some opposed any operation that was not 
under their personal or institutional control; 
others refused to enlist behind any idea that 
was not their own. There was a third categ¬ 
ory, however, of “weak sisters” and so- 
called “Arabists,” mostly at the State De¬ 
partment, that harbored intense antipathy 
toward Israel and its Lebanese Christian 
allies. For political and ideological reasons, 
they were not above ‘ ‘selling out’ * an opera¬ 
tion that would strengthen American ties to 
the Christians or provide Ronald Reagan 
with a dramatic victory in Lebanon. 

Relations between the ISA operators and 
the U.S. embassy in Beirut were virtually 
nonexistent. The embassy was viewed as 
having its own agenda, which did not in¬ 
clude a military rescue of the hostages. Be¬ 
cause of what were seen as past betrayals, 
ISA and the special operations components 
involved in the rescue mission treated the 
American ambassador, the CIA chief-of- 
station, and other embassy personnel as 
“the enemy.” By contrast, they viewed 
Shanon and his men as “friends,” whose 
agenda was right out in the open. “They 
wanted to get recognition for the LFI 
[Lebanese Forces Intelligence], ’ ’ says a for¬ 
mer ISA officer, “and wanted support from 
the U.S. of their independent stand in Leba¬ 
non.” Despite certain bureaucratic prob¬ 
lems, however, the CIA ended up providing 
ISA with cover and other support. 

The operation received a major setback in 
July when a number of the ISA men and 
commandos were pulled out of the Lebanon 
operation in order to beef up security in New 
York. Federal officials were afraid that 
there might be some kind of foreign terrorist 
attack in conjunction with the Statue of 
Liberty centennial celebration on the Fourth 
of July that was to be attended by the presi¬ 


dent, although there was little hard evidence 
to sustain such fears. 

Between August and October 1986, ISA 
and the commandos rehearsed the operation 
and “sat on their suitcases” waiting for the 
signal to “go.” The Lebanese Forces even 
provided two ships and there was a dry run 
involving the transfer of men and equipment 
from one vessel to the other. 

End of the Road 

On 11 October 1986, the fax machine 
began to whine in the small office in sub¬ 
urban Virginia, near the Pentagon, that 
served as the operational nerve center of 
ISA. The message being transmitted had 
originated in Beirut and was forwarded to 
the Arlington address from Montreal, via 
secure telephone line. As the slick pages 
were spewed from the secure machine, a 
boyish-looking major grabbed them and 
jammed then into a red cardboard folder. 
There were no identifying markings on the 
pages or on the folder. 

The major quickly crossed the corridor 
with the folder tucked underneath his arm 
and opened a heavy steel-reinforced door 
which, like the pages and the folder, was 
unmarked. He did not knock. Across from 
the door, behind an almost-bare govern¬ 
ment-issue metal desk, was a grim-faced 
lieutenant colonel. Without a word, the ma¬ 
jor handed the folder to his superior and 
stood motionless in front of the desk. 

The colonel placed the folder squarely on 
the desk in front of him, opened a locked 
drawer, and extracted a small code pad. He 
perused the faxed pages slowly, glancing 
from time-to-time at the code pad. Once he 
had finished, he reviewed the message a 
second time for accuracy, then handed both 
the folder and the code pad to the major. 

“Read it,” he said bitterly. “We’re in 
trouble. The bad guys won.” 

The major took a chair and did as in¬ 
structed, a sense of dread begin to grow in 
his gut. The message confirmed his worst 
fears. Finally, he closed the folder and re¬ 
placed it on the desk, along with the code 
pad. 

“It’s all over, colonel. Finished,” said 
the major in a stony voice. “What now?” 

The colonel didn’t reply. He knew that 
this was the end of the line and that their 
promising military careers were most likely 
over. He also realized that the American 
hostages were unlikely to be freed any time 
soon. 

The text of the message was as follows: 
***10/11/86 12:56 

Attn: Frankie/Oscar [code names for ISA 
officers] 

From: Shanon [the Lebanese network] 

Subject: Current situation 

We believe the DST[French intelligence] 
and your bad guys [CIA] are on Tessin's 
[Syria's] side. 

Number of reasons: 

1. On 10/11/86 meetings were held in 
Tessin [Syria] between SIS [Syrian Intelli¬ 
gence Service] and DST. At the same time 
the Iranian Minister for the Revolutionary 


Guards , Mr. Mohsen Daoust is in Tessin 
[Syria] for conversations with Tessin 
[Syria] high level. 

2. Colonel Ghazi Kanaan, chief of SIS in 
our place [Beirut] left Martyr [Lebanon[in a 
hurry to Tessin [Syria] to take part in in 
number one. 

3. Big bargaining is being discussed: 

A. A deal on Cargo [hostages] with the 
complete approval of the bad guys [CIA], 
DST. Green light for Tessin [Syria] on the 
subject. 

B. To take over by Tessin [Syria] the 
western suburbs [West Beirut]. 

C. Complete cover to Tessin [Syria] in 
exchange for the Cargo [hostages]. 

D. Green light to Tessin [Syria] to move 
on Felix [Lebanese Christian Forces] and 
put Felix finally out of the * ‘ Game'' [rescue 
operation]. 

E. It's clear that this will happen in the 
next weeks. 

Baba on Felix [ISA's independent net¬ 
work in Lebanon and the Lebanese Christ¬ 
ian Forces] 

Best regards. 

Keep you informed. 

The rescue operation was being sold out. 
But why? And by whom? The colonel could 
only guess at the answers to those questions, 
but within weeks it would become abun¬ 
dantly clear. First, came the revelations 
about the Reagan Administration’s secret 
arms-for-hostages dealings with the Iranian 
government. Then, on 29 October 1986 the 
French and Iranian governments publicly 
announced that they had reached a settle¬ 
ment involving a $1 billion loan. This 
would pave the way, nearly two years later, 
for the release of the French hostages being 
held by Hezbollah. 

In retrospect, there could be little ques¬ 
tion but that the rescue mission had been put 
on “hold,” and subsequently “sold out,” 
because White House policymakers and in¬ 
telligence officials were afraid to undertake 
any rescue operation that might impact 
negatively on their secret negotiations with 
Iran. In their defense, it could be asserted 
that they felt that negotiations, rather than 
force, held greater promise for the success¬ 
ful release of the hostages. Nevertheless, in 
hindsight there is little question but that they 
became so committed to the Iranian initia¬ 
tive that they lost sight of everything else, 
and gave far too little thought to the con¬ 
sequences — for the hostages — if their 
negotiations failed. 

By the time Lt. Col. Oliver North was 
fired from the National Security Council 
staff, on 25 November 1986, for his part of 
the Iran-Contra scandal, the clandestine op¬ 
eration being mounted by ISA and its 
Lebanese network had already been dis¬ 
mantled. Virtually every trace of the opera¬ 
tion was shredded or burned. It was almost 
as if it had never existed. The most success¬ 
ful operation to penetrate Hezbollah and to 
collect vital intelligence on Lebanon was 
over, and along with it any chance of secur¬ 
ing the release of America’s long-suffering 
hostages. * 
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From Effective Base of Fire 

to Bullet Hose by Munremur MacGerrcinn 

T HE U.S. Army’s association with port¬ 
able automatic weapons goes back to 
World War I, when American troops were 
exposed to the French concept of “march¬ 
ing fire.” This tactic, designed to seize the 
initiative from dug-in, well-sited machine 
guns, consisted of having a line of men 
move forward at a walking pace, while fir¬ 
ing a burst (or a round, depending on the 
weapon) every time their left foot hit the 
ground, apparently on the theory that even if 
you can’t hit ’em, you can scare ’em to 
death. 

The concept of suppressive fire is sound, 
but “marching fire’’ didn’t work. And the 
French, instead of altering their tactics (as 
the Germans did, by adopting infiltration 
and bypass techniques), sought a technolog- 


FIREPOWER ANALYST 

Munremur MacGerrcinn served as a 
company commander in the 5th Infantry 
Division (Mechanized), operating in I 
Corps, RVN, and spent four years as 
cadre at the Infantry School at Ft. Ben- 
ning, and did a tour as deputy G-3 with 
the 2nd Infantry Division. MacGerrcinn 
has written articles for Military Review, 
and Infantry, has authored a novel for 
SOF’s Adventure Books series, and is a 
frequent contributor to SOF. He current¬ 
ly works in the Washington, D.C. area 
as a military specialist, developing train¬ 
ing programs. 


EVERY MAN A 
SHORT-RANGE 
FIRESTORM 

Another lab specimen which illus¬ 
trates a bastard “type” of weapon with 
an uncertain “function” (and its only 
socially redeeming importance a high 
volume of fire) is the Pederson device or 
“Pistol Caliber .30 Model 1918,” 
World War I had stalemated into 
opposing lines of troops, each held with 
their feet rotting in the muddy trenches 
by enemy heavy machine guns. It be¬ 
came apparent that when the Doughboys 
d/dcharge from their lairs they must take 
with them portable firepower, were they 
ever to seize the initiative or any worth¬ 
while real estate. They had been issued 
cylinder-bore shotguns, copious gre¬ 
nades, the miserable Chauchat and best 
wishes. 


To increase individual firepower, as- 
issue Ml903 .30-06 rifles were con¬ 
verted to the M1903 Mark I by fitting. a ; : 
new sear mechanism and changing the 
magazine cutoff, and milling a slot on 
the left side of the receiver for an ejec¬ 
tion port to spit out empty brass from the 
pistol-sized .30 Pederson round. The 
Pederson device itself replaced the origi¬ 
nal bolt and enabled it to fire the .30 
pistol cartridge, which fed from a 40- 
round stick magazine sticking out the 
right side of the device. The conversion 
was to be quickly made in the field, 
when about to go over this top or when & 
the enemy was about to do the same in "5 
your direction. It could legitimately be f 
regarded as a conceptual precursor to the 
sub-machine gun. And it was about as 
tactically important as the snail drums 
the Germans fitted to their .30 Luger 
pistol. However, the war became more 


ical solution in the form of increased fire¬ 
power. The result was adoption of the 
Hotchkiss machine gun and the Chauchat 
machine rifle. The miserable Chauchat 
added nothing to the tactical capability of 
French units, but perhaps the increased 
noise level gave some comfort to men re¬ 
peatedly committed against entrenched 
German Maxims. 

When the United States entered the war, 
we needed a great deal of logistical assis¬ 
tance. Most American weapons, such as the 
Springfield rifle and the Colt Ml911 .45 
caliber autoloading pistol, were excellent, 
but even these were in short supply and had 
to be supplemented. To augment the supply 

Continued on page 85 



ABOVE: Kit: (a) original M1903 bolt, 
stowed in bag, (b) stowing bag, (c) spanners 
used to install Pederson device and lock it in 
M1903 breech, (d) pouch for five “Pistol .30 
MI918” magazines, (e) steel belt canister for 
device, (f) device itself, which replaced rifle 
bolt, (g) magazine which attached to right 
side of device. Photo: courtesy Bill Brophy 



Kaboodle: Pederson device installed on 


modified “Mk I” M1903 rifle. Empties 
from pistol-type cartridges ejected through 
oval slot milled in left side of receiver. 
Large stick magazine on right side was 
designed to give individual soldier 
superiority of fire at close range. Photo: 
courtesy Bill Brophy 

fluid and the Allies prevailed in spite of 
such ideas before these top-secret de¬ 
vices could be issued. Mark I rifles were 
reconverted to their original configura¬ 
tion and the Pederson devices destroyed, 
leaving only “Mk I” stamped on the 
receiver, and scars of the milled ejection 
slot as evidence of the firestorm that 
Iflever was. — Don McLean 
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REACH OUT AND HIT 
SOMEONE 

Although the ranges at which serious 
engagements are most often decided 
may be from only a hundred yards down 
to bayonet point, an important determin¬ 
ing factor at that decisive closing is the 
number of troops on each side who are 
left to engage their enemy in this final 
effort. This number of combatants will 
be the number on each side which en¬ 
tered the engagement, less those who 
have become casualties to long-range 
fire from their opponents. 

Thus, and this hardly needs stating, 
the side which can accurately engage 
their opponent at the greatest range will 
have a decided advantage in any battle. 
In the attack, long-range suppressive fire 
will help seize the initiative earlier, and 
in the defense long-range fire can engage 
the enemy earlier and start to cut his 
numbers before he is able to close uppn 
and threaten the defensive position. 

A good example from history is the 
British “Brown Bess” musket versus 
the Pennsylvania and Kentucky rifles in 
the Revolutionary War, and versus the 
Afghan jezzaiIs during the British retreat 
from Afghanistan (see “Afghan Death 
March,” SOF, February ’89). The 
Brown Bess was one of the fastest shoot¬ 
ing weapons of its day but outranged in 
these incidents, and that fact cost the 
Brits many a battle. From the longbow to 
the present, “firepower” per se has re¬ 
peatedly proven to be no substitute for 
accurate, long-range fire. And if the sce¬ 
nario is in an urban or jungle setting, this 
advantage of greater range then trans¬ 
lates to an advantage in penetration. If 
you and your opponent are each hiding 
behind a tree or wall, then it behooves 
you to access a weapon which can shoot 
through his tree or wall. 

The anticipated opponent of the U.S. 
military is generally assumed to probably 
be troops emanating from or trained and 
equipped by the Soviet Union. What 
have they been doing lately for a SAW? 
The RPK — essentially an upscaled 
Kalashnikov which accepts larger capac¬ 
ity magazines — is current issue in die 
USSR and other Warsaw Pact nations. It 
is being replaced with the RPK-74 in 


caliber 5.45x39mm. Although the RPK- 
74 is probably not quite the gun the M249 
is (it has no belt feed option but must fire 
from in-the-way box magazines) it fairly 
well matches the M249 in caliber and 
tactical ability. So far, so good. Howev¬ 
er ; in the early 1960s the Sovs started 
fielding the PK machine gun family, 
which fires the “old” but full-power 
7.62x54R round. The PK has evolved 
into the PKM and PKS, true general- 
purpose machine guns which weigh but 
3 l /i pounds more than the M249 and can 
provide area fire, cover final protective 
lines (FPLs) — even AA fire, out to a 
thousand yards. The PK is designed — 
and issued — as a close infantry support 
weapon at the squad level . 

It warms not my heart that our Cana¬ 
dian, Aussie and Belgian allies (for a 
total of 20-some in all) also have adopted 
the Minimi (‘ ‘M249” to us), as I certain¬ 
ly hope we will always be firing in the 
same direction. It would neither embar¬ 
rass nor worry me that allies fighting 
alongside were able to suppress targets 
before I could engage them. What wor¬ 
ries me is that we are potentially outgun¬ 
ned in the other direction, where it mat¬ 
ters. I would anticipate great anxiety in¬ 
deed when an opponent starts keeping 
my head down at a thousand yards with a 
PKM, while my options are limited to 
digging deeper and waiting with my 
M249 for the whites of his eyes to 
appear. 

Although we anticipate retaining the 
7.62mm NATO caliber for armor machine 
guns (where there is no excuse for adopt¬ 
ing something merely because it is easy to 
cany) — and we do have some good new 
weapons on the horizon here — and we 
will continue to issue the warts-and-all 
M60 for the forseeable future, we will not 
do so at infantry squad level The PK series 
is in active production as an evolving and 
improving GPMG design, and our favorite 
Soviet watcher David Isby expects it will 
be deployed well past the turn of the cen¬ 
tury, perhaps considerably longer. And, 
not only are the Sovs issuing this 1,000- 
yard weapon at squad level they are bring¬ 
ing on line prodigious quantities of the 
I2.7x 107mm NSV heavy machine gun. In 
theoiy the NSV is issued at battalion level 
in a heavy weapons platoon, but in practice 


LEFT: During World War II the concept of 
a maneuverable small unit with its own 
portable base-of-fire weapon became 
widespread. Brits based a rifle section — 
the equivalent of a U.S. infantry squad — 
around firepower provided by a Bren gun. 
Converted to 7.62x51 NATO, the Bren 
soldiers on with various armies worldwide. 
Photo: courtesy Imperial War Museum 



Excellent Sov-designed PKM GPMG is 
deployed by Sovs at squad level, has 
considerable range/power advantage over 
US M249, weighs but three and a half 
pounds more empty. Photo: courtesy David 
Isby 

Isby notes that it is found in its flexible 
mounting on vehicles of every type — 
vehicles which go forward with the troops 
at platoon level . We are still cranking out 
the venerable M2 Browning .50, which in 
spite of its somewhat lesser range and 30 or 
so extra pounds is an effective counter to 
the NSV ... but they are issued at such a 
high echelon in the U.S. service you’ll 
have to convince a field-grade officer to 
get one sent forward. It is encouraging that 
the Marines have put Ma Deuce back on 
the ground, but even assuming Ma Deuce 
were deployed in the U.S. service on a 
basis comparable with the NSV, the best 
that would accomplish is a Mexican stan¬ 
doff. Rifle squads on the line with their 
M249s will still be getting chewed up by 
PKs a couple hundred yards before they 
can effectively return fire. 

Assuming this perception of a poten¬ 
tial problem is accurate, is there an 
answer? Yes. Issue a first-rate GPMG in 
7.62x5lmm NATO at the squad level, 
as the squad’s base-of-fire weapon, as 
do our anticipated opponents. Want 
some choices? I’d have a serious look at 
the FN MAG 58, and the excellent new 
South African SS-77, or — what the 
heck. I’m not proud — the PKM mod¬ 
ified to 7.62mm NATO caliber (well, 
why not: they ripped off our MK 19 Mod 
O as their AGS-17). Or perhaps a vis-a- 
vis shakedown of the the above possibles 
against the M60E3 as currently used by 
the Marines to see if it has evolved out of 
its past problems, and if so, issue more 
of them , as a SAW. 

As the author points out in this article, 
the M249 may well be a fine design for 
what it is, but if we already have the 
ability to send out all the 5.56mm ammo 
we can pack from our M16A2s, and the 
M249 has a range deficiency versus the 
PKM it is likely to face, what's it for ?— 
Don McLean 
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THE TRUE STORY OF LT.GEN. 
MITCHELL L. WERBELL III 
AND "WHISPERING DEATH” 
AVAILABLE NOW ON THIS 
EXPLOSIVE DOCU-VIDEO. 

The Thie Facts Of This Brave 
Soldier Revealed By His Sons. 

Recently slandered in death by TV net¬ 
works and supermarket scandal rass as hav- 
ing been a "Georsia Hitman" for porno 
publisher Larry Flynt, The General barks 
back throush sons Mitchell IV and Geoffrey. 
Accusations of WerBell havins been paid 
$1,000,000 to "hit" Frank Sinatra, Bob Guc- 
cione and Hugh Hefner were libelous and 
untrue, and this docu-video sets the record 
straight by unveiling the mystery of General 
WerBell's admittedly complex life via secret 
files from his personal archives. Shot on location at the Sionics Anti-Terrorist Training Center at 
the WerBells' Powder Springs, Ga. farm, it's 45-minutes of truth, action, high-impact fire fights, 
and the inside story of the late General's "whispering death" concept that confounded the 
experts. Incredible but true. BQV345 $14.95 


THE PATHFINDER by AL MAR Awesomely sharp on 

both top and bottom for TOTAL effectiveness. Overall length 19% Blade 
length 14Handle 5% Thickness 3 Al'. Blade steel, AM6; Rockwell Hard¬ 
ness RC 57-59. Black, glass-filled Zytel handle. Comes with deluxe sheath set 
up for cross draw. Features: 2 small Velcro closure pockets, quick attach belt 
loops, eyeleted lacing loops and drain hole. Made of coated Cordura® 
Nylon. Made in Japan. AMP401 $249.95 

PIT-STOP® 14-DAY-PLUS DEODORANT 

Amazing anti-bacterial deodorant blocks body odor for 8-14 
da/s OR LONGER and does not contain Aluminum Chlorchy- 
drate used by other products because excessive concentrations 
have been discovered in Alzheimer's victims. Use under arms or 
on feet for odor-blocking while in the field, hunting, or? Personally 
used and recommended by Brigade President Mitchell L.WerBell IV 
PBD201, Pit Stop Underarm Deodorant $13.95 
PFD100, Pit Stop Foot Deodorant $15.95 

I - ORDER TOLLFREE 8007228^44^ 

FREE Brigade Quartermasters ACTION GEAR catalog 
with order. Or send $2.00 for Catalog. 

□ Oder enclosed, send FRE catalog. □ S2 enclosed, send CATALOG only. 



Name 1 

Address ^ 

City 

State 

fit- 

Zip 

Phone 

1 



B rigade 



Quartermasters 

1025 Cobb International Blvd./Dept. 60-J 
Kennesaw, Georgia, 30144-4200 


° r der 


J 



COMBAT 

WEAPONCRAFT 


Continued from page 16 

tanks. Reconnaissance vehicles will be 
lower and if these vehicles are expected 
to be encountered, the trip wire should 
be set between 210 and 250 cm. In all 
cases, the trip wires should not be lower 
than 200 cm. 

A single trip wire and trigger can be 
used to fire more than one mine. If 
possible, three mines should be set up 
together. Each mine set 10 mils apart 
in elevation and spread gives the 
greatest probability of a successful hit. 

When used as an unattended booby 
trap, a small amount of dust or sand 
should be placed in the end of the tube 
in order to create a large firing signa¬ 
ture. This will increase the likelihood 
that the unmanned position will be 
counterattacked, which is common for 
a close ambush. AT/AP mines can be 
set up along the likely avenues of 
attack on the mine’s position to in¬ 
crease material damage to an attacking 
force. 

In an ambush, this device should not 
be relied upon as the main means of 
destroying an enemy force but, rather, 
as a supplement to an ambush force’s 
firepower. The ambush force should 
be placed 90 to 120 degrees away 
from the PG-7 mine. The PG-7 mines 
will draw initial attention away from the 
attacking force. 

When the off-route mine has been 
deployed, a map of its employment 
needs to be made in accordance with 
TC 20-32-1 Hasty Protective Mining. 
In addition to the normal information 
required by DA Form 1355-1-R Hasty 
Protective Mine Field Record, the off- 
route mine information should include 
the firing direction of the rocket and the 
probable maximum range of the rock¬ 
et. The easiest method of projecting 
the maximum possible range is to sight 
down the length of the pipe and iden¬ 
tify the first solid object that would det¬ 
onate the warhead. 

Tomorrow’s battlefield will require 
the individual warrior to use all his re¬ 
sources to defeat the enemy. This in¬ 
cludes his imagination and the utiliza¬ 
tion of all materials on hand. Enemy 
equipment, however, is a resource that 
can not be depended upon to provide 
the material advantage needed to de¬ 
feat modem tanks, as supply by mak¬ 
ing use of enemy equipment will be ad 
hoc and unpredictable. But, when the 
opportunity arises, such munitions as 
the RPG-7 need to be used to our best 
advantage. The difference between 
victory and defeat can be the efficient 
use of such captured weapons. 
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allowed to venture freely on Thai territory, 
so they headed south through the elephant 
grass to their Khmer Rouge base camp. Noi, 
myself, and a small contingent with our 
wounded friend moved west toward the 
pickup truck. I had spent the better part of 
two days around these folks and still had no 
idea who they were or exactly what their 
function in life was. Some of them we 
seemed to acquire in this no man’s land, 
wandering about with no explicable pur¬ 
pose. With their huge knives and bags of 
cooked rice, groups of two or three seemed 
to appear out of nowhere at several points 
earlier in the day. Usually they would sit 
down, often with no one acknowledging 
each other, and silently roll a cigarette or eat 
plain rice with their hand out of a bag. This 
had been a strange day. 

As we walked toward the truck, I saw 
three soldiers standing in the path waiting for 
us. Three Royal Thai Army soldiers armed 
with Ml6s several klicks from the nearest 
road were clearly not just passing through. 
The Thais do not control this area and there 
was only one reason they were there. 

44 We have been ordered by our comman¬ 
der to confiscate your film,” said one of 
them in a perfectly friendly tone. The Thais 
are some of the friendliest people in the 
world, and they have an ability to make you 
like them, even if they have orders to ruin 
your day. How did they know so quickly I 
had gone in, I thought. I had tried to be as 
inconspicuous as possible. But it is hard for 
a six-foot-two inch white guy with a camera 
to blend in on the Thai-Cambodian border. 

“Oh, man, you can’t do this to me,” I 
said. “I worked hard for these pictures.” 
They were friendly but firm. They were just 
grunts with orders, and I knew they could not 
return to their commander without film. 

“Check his pockets” said one to the 
other. “And the film in the camera as 
well.” 

“All right,” I conceded. I rewound the 
film in my Nikon and popped it from the 
case. I handed it to them along with two 
rolls from my pocket. They had a job to do 
and they were pleasant enough. They let us 
go, mission accomplished as far as they 
were concerned. At least they didn’t arrest 
me, I thought. It had happened to me more 
than once coming over the border from 
some place I wasn’t supposed to be. 

What the three Thai soldiers didn’t know 
was that I had taken all my exposed film and 
hidden it in my socks periodically throughout 
the day. I have had my film confiscated be¬ 
fore, and vowed to be prepared in the future. A 
photographer with no film isn’t worth much to 
anybody. They had gotten two unexposed 
rolls I keep for just such occasions, and the 
film in my camera, which had less than five 
exposed frames. My damage control strategy 
had been effective. 

We made it to the truck and arrived at the 
Red Cross stand-by ambulance by mid- 
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afternoon. The doctor who administered to 
the boy before he was transferred to the 
ICRC surgical hospital said that he would 
live, although a bullet was lodged in his 
knee and could permanently impair his abil¬ 
ity to walk. If he had not received medical 
care today, said the doctor, he probably 
would have died from blood loss or de¬ 
hydration. 

I went back to Tapraya to assess the last 
24 hours and try to sell the story and pic¬ 
tures. 

(TAPRAYA , THAILAND) “Vietnamese 
backed Heng Samrin troops ambushed a 
group of more than 100 Cambodian cattle 
traders today in an apparent dispute over 
control of this lucrative cross-border black 
market. At least 37 people were killed , all 
Cambodians and mostly civilians. Forty- 
five wounded managed to cross the border 
into Thailand , and were taken to the Interna¬ 
tional Committee of the Red Cross hospital 
at Khao I Dang refugee camp , 20 km south 
of this Thai border town of Tapraya. Thai 
military sources said seven of the killed 
were Khmer Rouge soldiers who were 
escorting the traders back into Cambodia 
after selling their cattle. Red Cross officials 
confirmed reports that as many as 30 
wounded were unaccounted for and their 
fate appeared grim. Attempts to organize a 
rescue effort were complicated by con¬ 
tinued fighting in the area. Thai military and 
relief officials said that it was one of the 
bloodiest clashes of the year in the 10-year- 
old civil war in Cambodia. The Chinese- 
backed Khmer Rouge are the strongest of 
the tripartite resistance coalition fighting the 
Vietnamese occupation of Cambodia since 
December 1978. ” 

I called a wire service I had worked for in 
the past to try and sell the story. “Sounds 
interesting,” said the editor, “How does 50 
bucks sound?” 

The fact is that a firefight in Cambodia 
doesn’t raise many eyebrows in 1989, 19 
years since Sihanouk was overthrown and 
the United States sent ground troops across 
the Vietnamese border to dislodge NVA 
sanctuaries. The same music with different 
words had been playing on Radio Cambodia 
for a long time, and the world was getting 
bored. I accepted the wire service offer, 
knowing that soon the ambush would be 
yesterday’s news. I understand that it re¬ 
ceived a full paragraph next to a department 
store ad in the New York Times the follow¬ 
ing day. I was surprised they even printed it. 

I would send the pictures into Bangkok to 
make the rounds and see if anyone was 
interested. Freelance photojournalism is an 
unpredictable business. You never know 
what will sell or for how much. Or if at all. 
If I made a couple hundred bucks from the 
last couple days product, I thought, I would 
be lucky. 

It was getting dark and I was sitting alone 
in a small restaurant in Tapraya, having my 
first food since yesterday. I had spent the 
day walking through a minefield with some 
very suspicious characters in order to take 
pictures of dead people. Now I was eating 
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dinner in a restaurant on the Thai- 
Cambodian border. Four months ago I was 
working as a bureaucrat for a state govern¬ 
ment in the northeastern United States. 
Steady desk job, good money. I was en¬ 
gaged to be married. Shit, the wedding had 
been scheduled for next Saturday, I thought 
over my fried rice with chicken. But I de¬ 
cided to make some changes. My mother is 
not happy. ^ 


WHY THE 
NORTH WON 

Continued from page 65 

the battlefield in the end was the 130. And 
there as no answer to it. None. 

SOF: Militarily, therefore, defeat for 
South Vietnam was a pretty straightfor¬ 
ward textbook case of collapse before a 
well-engineered blitzkrieg. Turning to an 
aspect of the war in the villages which we 
neglected to discuss earlier, were you 
familiar with “Phoenix” as we waged it? 

RT: Yes, though it wasn’t new at the time 
it came in. The methodology had been 
going on for a long time. Everyone under¬ 
stood, certainly in the front line areas, that 
even though a village seemed secure, there 
were enemy people inside, and you had to 
find out who they were. That they had been 
trying to do. But what used to happen was 


that by patrolling ’round the villages and so 
on, you were constantly running into enemy 
parties, and there were little battles. Half a 
dozen people would be shot on both sides. 
What happened during the Phoenix Pro¬ 
gram was that they said you’ve got to target 
this infrastructure. In other words, the peo¬ 
ple upon whom the guerrillas are dependent 
to survive. So the next time you have an 
incident, and you kill three, two of them 
have got to be called infrastructure. That 
way you know you’re getting the infrastruc¬ 
ture. And that’s really all that happened. 
Nothing different was actually happening 
on the ground to what had happened before 
’round villages with popular forces and re¬ 
gional forces operating in the populated 
areas. There were just constant clashes. 
Now, you tried to identify the dead and call 
some of them infrastructure. In other words, 
you were getting your infrastructure, be¬ 
cause this was made the target. This was 
called assassination whereas in fact it was 
what had been happening for years — bat¬ 
tles happening around the villages. 

SOF: Just before I came to London I 
was reading a curriculum on the Vietnam 
War that is being offered to high schools. 
In it the authors talk about 40,000 people 
being assassinated under the program. 
Dale Andrade, an author who has been 
researching in the classified records, can 
find evidence of only 3,000 “hits.” 

RT: I would think that was very close to 
what got classified as infrastructure, but it 


was no more than the usual battle data. They 
didn’t really know who was who. But, 
there’s no doubt that they got better at it. 
They weren’t just terrorizing people. Let me 
give you an illustration. You know, 1 was 
sent out by Nixon at one time to reorganize 
the whole Vietnamese police, which we did. 
It took us two months to work it out, and we 
gave them a report which Thieu accepted and 
put into operation. The police were reorga¬ 
nized. Of course, that took a lot of time. This 
was only in 1970. One of the interesting 
points that followed from this reorganization 
was that during the invasion of 1972 there 
was not one single incident in Saigon carried 
out by the Viet Cong. Yet you know what 
Saigon was like, don’t you? People every¬ 
where, living in rabbit warrens and all. But 
not one single incident, not even a hand 
grenade in the park. Now, that’s the meaning 
of having proper police control inside the 
town! And they had achieved that by 1972, 
which was interesting. You wouldn’t have 
had that if the government was sustained 
only by terror. Colby [former CIA director] 
is the one who knows more about this than 
anyone else. I’m not saying there weren’t the 
odd assassinations, but I would be surprised 
if the actual assassinations were such that 
they numbered more than a few hundred. Of 
course, assassinations on the other side were 
a great deal more. 

SOF: Since Vietnam, we’ve been in¬ 
volved in El Salvador and other places — 
and, of course, there are numerous other 
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insurgencies going on in places such as 
Sri Lanka and the Philippines. Do you see 
any trends in these efforts? It seems we 
have a horrible lack of lessons learned. 

RT: Yes, we proved it all again in Oman. 
It was done exactly the way it should be. We 
created administration. That’s been written 
up. It was the same thing all over again, and 
it worked. From that example you can see 
where the mistake is being made in other 
areas; too often all the emphasis goes into 
the army. I had a session with a chap from 
USAID who is dealing with Central Amer¬ 
ica, and we discussed the great problem he 
has getting aid out of Congress for the 
police. He said, “But they all say they’re 
secret police.” I said, yes, of course, 
they’re secret police. Have you ever looked 
into the laws that they have? Have you ever 
looked? This was a great mistake in Viet¬ 
nam, too. Do you ever, I said, send a lawyer 
there to redraft their laws for them so that 
the police know what the law is? How can 
you have a police force enforcing the law if 
there isn’t a law, and they don’t know what 
it is? That’s why you have secret police, 
police being used in that sort of role. And 
this was a mistake in Vietnam. You see, all 
your police chaps have been known to teach 
the police [in other countries] is taking fin¬ 
gerprints and firing guns. They didn’t teach 
them anything else. They focus on technical 
aspects at the expense of more important 
concerns. 

SOF: Given the important role you’ve 


played in counterinsurgency during the 
past decades, how do you explain what is 
going on in a part of your own country, in 
Northern Ireland? The case has some¬ 
times been called “Britain’s Vietnam.” 
Is Northern Ireland an endless hemor¬ 
rhage? There seems to be little movement 
toward a solution. 

RT: Well you see, you come back to this 
awful situation that you cannot use the 
loyalists to destroy the insurgency. That, 
one could do to a certain extent in Malaya, 
and that is what we tried to do in Vietnam. 
In the old days when they had the BA Spe¬ 
cials [officially sponsored Protestant hun¬ 
ter/killer teams], the IRA was very much 
defeated. If you turned the Protestants 
loose, it would be over in a couple of weeks. 
You’d have a lot of refugees, but they’d be 
the other side’s refugees this time, not our 
side’s, which is an interesting point. We’re 
used to getting refugees. I’m speaking 
hypothetically to make a point. You can see 
the difference. In Northern Ireland we’re 
not supporting one side against the other. 
We’re trying to play a neutral role in the 
middle there. It just so happens there is no 
way ’round it. There are no Irish politicians 
who dare take a firm line against the terror. I 
have kept out of Ulster. I’m an Ulsterman, 
so I can’t touch it. I’ve never been near it, 
nor have I done anything about it. You are 
compromised just by being an Ulsterman. 
That’s that. My great grandfather was Lord 
Mayor of Belfast and a member of Parlia¬ 


ment from Belfast. So that’s it. 

SOF: Looking at it as an analyst, 
though, is there any possible solution, 
given the restrictions on the government? 

RT: No, given the restrictions, no. But 
you see, there is one thing I have advocated: 
you can reach a situation that I call “stable 
war,” which is better than an unstable 
peace. This is a point I tried to get across in 
Vietnam, that we had to achieve a point of 
stable war, because you can never com¬ 
pletely get rid of the insurgent movement. 
Even though you’ve stopped them, you 
haven’t stopped them forever. As long as 
their cause has believers, they can always 
come back. So that’s why you have to end 
up with a stable war situation. That is to a 
certain extent what one is trying to achieve 
in Ulster. It can never be better than that. 

SOF: Is there any socio-economic basis 
that could be wiped out? Most of the IRA 
recruiting seems to go on in the Catholic 
ghettos. 

RT: Well, not entirely. A little bit of 
recruiting in Londonderry, yes, and a little 
bit in Belfast, yes, that is true. But a major¬ 
ity of the Catholic population is in certain 
areas of the countryside. Elsewhere, where 
you have a pretty solidly Protestant block, 
there is no recruiting. The interesting point 
is that, ideologically, support for the in¬ 
surgency comes from the Irish nationalist 
movement. Hence, it has no hope what¬ 
soever of winning over the Protestants in the 
North, and still less hope of doing it in the 



A55AUL" 

5Y5TEIH5 


COMSEC INTERNATIONAL INC. 
ASSAULT SYSTEMS DIVISION 
1075 Headquarters Park 
Fenton, Missouri USA 63026 


ASSAULT SYSTEMS SHOOTING JACKET 


Insulated With 3-M Thinsulate. Superbly designed and made in the U.S., it’ll 
keep you warm, dry, and ready for action. The outer shell is a special weave of 
supplex nylon that’s extremely rugged, and wind resistant. Ballistic nylon shooting 
patches beautifully accent the coat. Between the shell and the nylon taffeta lin¬ 
ing, a layer of 3-M® Thinsulate® keeps cold air out, warm air in. Further protec¬ 
tion by a stand up collar with built in hood, waist and bottom draw-cord, Velcro 
cuffs, and a full length 2-way zipper with storm flap. On the outside are two 
Velcro® sealed cargo pockets covering side-entry handwarmers, a flap chest 
pocket, and a vertical-zip gun pocket to stow a small handgun. 

Any active shooter or outdoorsman will fully appreciate the features combined 
in this unique shooting jacket. SPECIAL 

M(39*4t) introductory price 

L(42-44) XL(45-47) $190.00 


GUARANTEE 

Assault Systems Shooting Jacket carries a lifetime guarantee against factory 
defects in material or workmanship. Both parts and labor are included. 


THE COMPLETE SYSTEM 

Only ASSAULT SYSTEMS offers a complete line weapons cases, 
holsters, gear bags, Luggage, and accessories in nylon. Send $2.00 for 

TOLL FREE ORDER LINE 

1 - 800 - 325-3049 

Missouri 314-343-3575 

TWX 9107601429 

Include $6.00 shipping and handling. 
(Canada, Hawaii, and foreign $10.00) 

MasterCard, VISA, American Express, 

Diners Club, Money Order, Check or 

C.O.D. Merchandise held for 

clearance of checks not cer-1 
tified. Dealers and Law En¬ 
forcement Inquire on Dept, 
letterhead or F.F.L. 


Supplex nylon 
Outer shell repels 
water and wind 


Cargo pockets 


FulMengih storm 
Hap over a heavy-duty 
2-way zipper 


over side-entry 


78 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


OCTOBER 89 























way they’re doing it. Which, of course, 
brings one back to what is the IRA’s long¬ 
term aim: to govern Dublin. That’s their 
objective in the end. Further, it is a socialist 
movement, as well as a nationalist cause. It 
has no hope in taking Belfast in the way it’s 
going about it. The hope occurred earlier 
when you had some moves about the late 
’60s toward reconciliation. The Unionist 
government then was talking with the 
South. It’s when the strife started in ’69 that 
what you might call the “Irish gentlemen 
crew,” who were at the head of the Ulster 
government, were ousted by the hardcore 
and your Paisleys [hardcore Protestant mili¬ 
tants] started to come to the fore. Then, of 
course, talks between the two sides became 
impossible. But there was a time, when 
O’Neill was prime minister, that Dublin and 
Belfast were getting along quite well 
together. It is possible that the IRA needed 
to stop that; that this was one of their pur¬ 
poses when the strife started, call it in¬ 
surgency or whatever. I think that is quite 
possibly the reason, because they couldn’t 
have a united Ireland in which the IRA had 
no part to play. I’m not saying they were 
about to be reunited, but it was getting close 
to that. 

SOF: How do you assess the state of 
affairs at the moment? 

RT: We’re not winning the insurgency — 
against either side. The Protestant sectarian 
murders of the Catholics, for instance, go 
on just the same. They don’t get the press, 
probably, in the United States that the IRA 


ones would. We could end it — if you’re 
prepared to take the refugees. One of the 
American suggestions has been that we 
simply go away, which might suit our pur¬ 
poses, though I shudder to think what would 
happen to Ireland. Provided the North had 
the guns, there is no question of southern 
Ireland, Eire, being able to take the North 
over. The Ulstermen would soon have the 
Catholics on the ropes. I’m not at all con¬ 
vinced that the South would be able to take 
over the issue. That is the situation. It’s a 
scandal. We’ve just got to go on putting up 
with it. And this is the point of my view on 
insurgencies. It’s the old formula: If your 
side at a cost which is indefinitely accept¬ 
able can impose costs on the other side 
which are not indefinitely acceptable, then 
you are winning. You don’t have to win a 
battle. And at the moment, they are not 
imposing costs on us which are not inde¬ 
finitely acceptable. 

SOF: And that’s your long haul, low 
cost approach? 

RT: Yes, the cost is not too great. Quite a 
few people have been writing about the dif¬ 
ferences between the British and American 
approaches to dealing with insurgency. One 
chapter of a manuscript contained a com¬ 
parison of British and American memoirs. It 
was fascinating, because it gave you all the 
answers. As soon as you start to compare 
the British memoirs of Malaya and the 
American memoirs of Vietnam — I’m talk¬ 
ing about memoirs written by the troops, not 
journalists or anything like that — you’d got 


it all. In the American way, you were up 
against the “gooks’’ and the “motherfuck¬ 
ers’’ back at base and all that sort of thing; 
whereas in the British it wasn’t unlike a 
sporting thing — “Talleyho!” — and you 
recognized your generals had got it right, 
that you were on the winning side. 

SOF: Didn’t some of the British com¬ 
manders in Malaya actually know their 
counterparts on the other side from the 
time they spent together fighting the 
Japanese in World War II? 

RT: Not really. John Davidson did, but 
not well. Of course, we knew the other side 
in the sense that we knew how they oper¬ 
ated, but that wasn’t the key. From that 
point of view, I knew how the Viet Cong 
operated. The key point was that we had an 
understanding of what was involved in 
building something. In the Vietnam case, it 
was nearly impossible to make people 
understand what was happening on the 
ground. I mean Kissinger never understood. 
It is, in fact, very difficult to explain to 
someone who’s never been involved in such 
an enterprise. How do you explain that two 
villages that are a mile apart are a year apart 
in the stage to which things have evolved? 
When General Galvin came to see me here 
about Central America, I told him the same 
thing I told Lemnitzer — organization. I 
asked, is your country prepared to stay with 
it until the end? He couldn’t answer that. 

SOF: Yes, we’ve lost our institutional 
memory, so we’re just recycling the same 
theories. Articles are coming out on “low 
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intensity warfare” written by lieutenants 
and captains who have never “been 
there.” 

RT: What’s more, I think everything 
which is happening now is fascinating. You 
have this enormous army, all working 
according to a plan to train for a war which 
they are not going to get because they are a 
sufficient deterrent to that war. Therefore, 
they are not going to get it, and they’re not 
trained for the war that they are going to get. 
I think it’s fascinating. 

SOF: So we’re left in rather a hopeless 
position right now. 

RT: Yes, you are. Unfortunately, you are 
in that hopeless position of a country unlike¬ 
ly to be able to get a bipartisan foreign 
policy. And if you can’t get a bipartisan 
foreign policy, you can’t have a consistent 
foreign policy. Look at how that destroyed 
your Vietnam war effort! 

SOF: This is what I have told Filipino 
personnel involved in their counterin¬ 
surgency: do it yourself and, for heavens 
sake, whatever you do, don’t depend 
upon the Americans. 

RT: Right, local self-sufficiency worked 
for you in Thailand. You got Thailand right. 
George Tanham was the U.S. Embassy’s 
insurgency person for Thailand. The Thais 
reached a stable war situation. Once they 
were there, they didn’t know which way 
things would go. Suddenly, events went 
their way. China came out on their side, 
because it didn’t want the Vietnamese to be 
able to expand further. Simultaneously, in¬ 


ternal problems wracked the movement. 
The insurgency fell apart. 

SOF: At least some people get the full 
marks! 

RT: Anyway, I’ve put it all in here — the 
lessons [pats manuscript of his book. Make 
For the Hills , to be published summer 1989 
in London by Cooper]. You know, this one 
covers the fall of Hong Kong onwards. It 
covers more than just Vietnam, though I’ve 
put all that in because it shows what’s in¬ 
volved. After all, I spent a year of the war 
behind the Japanese, so I know what goes 
on in guerrilla camps. Organization and 
leadership are crucial. But two points are 
key to this whole business we’ve been dis¬ 
cussing: you start where you are, and you go 
with what you’ve got. Learn that. ^ 


21ST CENTURY RIFLE 

Continued from page 57 

from a 1930’s Buck Rogers movie. In one 
form or another it’s been around for a long 
time, but not that long. AAI’s ACR is an 
outgrowth of the Special Purpose Individual 
Weapon (SPIW) program, which, in turn, 
was an offshoot of Project SALVO (1952- 
1960). Originally, the SPIW was to be a 
hand-held weapon that fired a controlled 
burst of small darts, plus a 40mm grenade 
launcher, all in an envelope weighing less 
than the Ml Garand. 

By 1973, the United States had pulled out 


of both Vietnam and the SPIW program. 
SPIW’s last gasp was the 1974 transforma¬ 
tion of AAI’s XM70 (which fired the erratic 
XM645 10-grain flechette initiated by a 
cost-prohibitive piston primer that boosted 
the cost of the ammunition to more than $3 
per round) into the so-called serial bullet 
rifle (SBR) chambered for a micro-caliber 
4.34x45mm cartridge with a 28-grain pro¬ 
jectile. 

The SBR featured an impingement-type 
gas system and a trigger mechanism that 
fired semiautomatic and the first round of a 
three-shot burst with the bolt closed, while 
the second and third shots of a burst were 
fired from the open-bolt position. AAI’s 
ACR has an entrapped-gas operating sys¬ 
tem. Propellant gases enter a cylinder 
through the barrel’s gas port to drive a pis¬ 
ton rearward. The weapon fires from the 
closed-bolt position in all modes. 

A selector lever above the trigger on the 
right side provides for semiautomatic and 
three-shot burst fire. Unless it was designed 
exclusively for left-handed shooters, it has 
been placed on the wrong side of the rifle (a 
hump to the rear of the ejection port deflects 
flying brass to protect southpaws). The 
safety is located forward of the trigger hous¬ 
ing on the left side where it cannot be 
reached by the thumb with the shooting 
hand in the firing position. When placed on 
safe, a barrier is activated which prevents 
insertion of the finger into the trigger hous¬ 
ing. The pistol grip configuration resembles 
that of the M16A1. 
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The full-length, synthetic rigid stock is 
integral with the lower receiver molding. 
Both front and rear sling swivels are located 
on the underside of the weapon — an age- 
old tradition that serves no useful function 
except for those strutting about the parade 
ground. The upper receiver, which also 
appears to be fabricated from a synthetic 
compound, extends out to the front sight 
and has 28 slanted cooling slots on each 
side. Once more, there is a full length aim¬ 
ing rib along the upper surface. A longitu¬ 
dinal slot on the left side accommodates the 
retracting handle, which is probably not re¬ 
ciprocating. The lower handguard, also 
synthetic, is checkered at the rear on each 
side and slotted at the front for ventilation. 

The magazine-well, which accepts a spe¬ 
cial 30-round, staggered column detachable 
box-type magazine, is equipped with a flap¬ 
per-type catch-release. The well has been 
modified to prevent insertion of standard 
M16 magazines. Since the gas port was 
moved rearward to accommodate the pres¬ 
sure curve of the flechette ammunition, fir¬ 
ing the M855 cartridge in this weapon 
would raise the port pressure to catastrophic 
levels. 

A pronounced muzzle device was de¬ 
veloped for the saboted flechette projectile. 
It is said that it significantly reduces muzzle 
climb and decreases the dispersion of the 
burst pattersn. 

The Trijicon tritium-powered optical 
sight (see accompanying article) and the 


rear iron sight are interchangeable. There is 
a spring-loaded, quick-release lever on each 
side of the receiver to facilitate the 
changeover. 

What goes around comes around. The 
4.32x45mm micro-caliber cartridge has 
been abandoned, and a steel, fin-stabilized, 
subcaliber flechette once more speeds out of 
AAI’s ACR muzzle at 4,600 fps. It weighs 
10.2 grains with a diameter of approximate¬ 
ly 1/16 inch and an overall length of l 5 /s 
inches. Its point is sharpened and the shaft 
surface roughened to provide the necessary 
friction between the flechette and the four 
plastic sabot segments which are held 
together by an ‘ ‘O’ ’ ring at the rear. As with 
the Steyr flechette, the sabot segments are 
fabricated from a liquid crystal polymer. 
When the assembly (weighing about 21 
grains) exits the muzzle, propelled by a 
non-standard but conventional powder, 
wind drag separates the sabot segments 
from the flechette. The flechette package is 
inserted into a standard 5.56x45mm brass 
case and primer. Chamber pressures gener¬ 
ated by this ammunition are on the order of 
55,000 psi. 

Overall length of the AAI ACR is 40 
inches. The weight, without magazine or 
sights, is 7.8 pounds. The flechette round 
requires a barrel twist of only one turn in 
every 85 inches. AAI’s entry represents de¬ 
cades-old technology. 

. The principal focus of the ACR project is, 
quite obviously, to increase hit probability. 


That’s a noble endeavor, but some other 
important considerations seem to have fal¬ 
len through the cracks. Every rifle we have 
adopted in this century, from the Model 
1903 Springfield through the Ml Garand, 
M14 and M16 series, has been capable of 
far more than just acceptable accuracy. In 
the hands of trained soldiers, the hit prob¬ 
ability was, and remains, of the highest 
order. To expect “technology” to replace 
intensive training is nothing short of a 
national disgrace. Instead of spending a 
good portion of their time squatting in park¬ 
ing lots to pick up cigarette butts, our troops 
(at least those expected to pull the triggers) 
and our nation would be better served by a 
renewed effort at the firing ranges with 
competent training personnel. 

All of the ACR prototypes are too heavy. 
Reducing the soldier’s load should have 
been another primary goal of these trials. 
The program’s directors will dismiss this 
objection by repeating that they are con¬ 
cerned with “the technology embodied in 
the prototype rifles, rather than the indi¬ 
vidual rifles themselves.” They should be 
reminded that the package’s weight is part 
and parcel with its “technology.” 

However, my most serious concern is 
that the ACR program has almost complete¬ 
ly ignored the question of wound ballistics. 
It makes no sense to improve hit probability 
at the expense of lethality. Of what value is 
it to eliminate aiming and ranging errors 
with “technology’ ’ instead of adquate train- 
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ing, only to guarantee striking the enemy 
with a projectile that fails to put him out of 
action? The engineers involved in this pro¬ 
ject have no academic or battlefield back¬ 
ground in trauma medicine. They have no 
knowledge of physiology or penetrating 
missile injuries. To date, there has been no 
input by medical personnel who understand 
the topic. As a consequence, the only refer¬ 
ence to the terminal effects of the prototype 
ACR ammunition has been to rely on cal¬ 
culations of their kinetic energy. 

Unfortunately, there is no direct correlation 
between kinetic energy delivered to the target 
by small arms ammunition and the incapacita¬ 
tion of that taiget. The amount of a bullet's 
kinetic energy that is converted to heat energy 
has never been quantified by those who insist 
it is a pivotal consideration in wound ballistics. 
The truth is the principal mechanism of 
wounding is the wound track itself. The pro¬ 
jectile’s penetration potential is the most im¬ 
portant single parameter. The bullet must 
penetrate deeply enough to crush, cut and 
break through the human body’s vital struc¬ 
tures and organs without exiting the target. For 
this we need a minimum of 12 inches of 
penetration in soft tissue and preferably up to 
20 inches. Once we have the required penetra¬ 
tion, the bullet that makes the biggest hole (by 
either yawing, fragmenting, or expanding, or 
by virtue of its original caliber) will do the 
most damage (See “Killing Effect.’’ SOF, 
December ’88). 

Both of the flechette rounds will surely 
over-penetrate and fall well below the minimal 
required trauma effect unless they hit bone 
(and 75 percent of the time they won’t). When 
they don’t strike bones, these steel needles will 
zip in and out of soft-tissue targets without 
yawing, deforming or fragmenting. They will 
leave a tiny wound track no larger in diameter 
than that of their fins. They are little more than 
high velocity acupuncture and should be re¬ 
jected out-of-hand. 

The Colt/Olin duplex bullets with a steel 
penetrator core and copper alloy jacket will 
probably not fragment. Any increase in the 
wound track due to yawing will be minimized 
by their short overall length. Dr. Martin L. 
Fackler, head of the U.S. Army’s Wound 
Ballistics Lab at the Presidio of San Francisco, 
has speculated that because of the relatively 
long ogive on these short bullets, yawing will 
probably commence after only four inches of 
penetration in soft tissue. That’s all to the 
good, but overall they represent another clear 
step backward in lethality. Furthermore, du¬ 
plex-projectile ammunition can apparently be 
more dangerous to the shooter than his in¬ 
tended target. Several of the Colt prototypes 
self-destructed when the first bullet lodged in 
the barrel and was struck by the seond projec¬ 
tile. 

Only the G11 ’s 4.92mm projectile seems 
to hold any promise for effective wound 
ballistics. With a lead core, steel jacket and 
muzzle velocity of 3,000 fps, it will prob¬ 
ably break apart in soft tissue even though 
there is no cannelure to weaken the jacket. 
Dr. Fackler predicts they’ll go about eight 
inches before yawing. In addition, at closer 
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ranges, there might be some synergistic 
effect from three projectiles striking the 
body close together only milliseconds apart 
because of the three-shot bust mode’s ex¬ 
tremely high cyclic rate. 

It’s rumored that, behind the usual closed 
doors, the Close Combat Armaments Cen¬ 
ter will conduct wound ballistics studies on 
this ammunition. Such testing should have 
occurred long before this phase of the pro¬ 
ject. We will probably never know the re¬ 
sults or the validity of the methodology em¬ 
ployed. 

If past history is any guide, the ACR 
program will twist and turn through a tor¬ 
tured labyrinth for many years to come. A 
total of $57 million will be expended on this 
project prior to acquisition of a single rifle. 
The wounding potential of 5.56x45mm 
NATO ball ammunition is a proven com¬ 
modity. Valid tests indicate that our new 
M855 ball duplicates the performance of the 
older Ml 93 round. With rigorous schooling 
of our troops in marksmanship — some¬ 
thing which for two centuries has been a 
fundamental part of the American military 
tradition — the M16A2 will more than do 
for now and for well into the future. We 
need only to remove its carrying handle and 
install an efficient combat-oriented optical 
sight, such as the Trijicon® ACOG™, to 
bridge the gap until a truly lightweight, reli¬ 
able and cost-effective ACR with the re¬ 
quired lethality and desired hit probability is 
developed. ^ 


BLOODY PANJSHIR 

Continued from page 49 

trot and ran pell-mell for the apparent safety 
of the wall. As we burst over the canal bank 
like a mini tidal wave we came to a dead 
stop. Another group of armed mujahideen 
were covering us from the court of a small 
farm on the edge of the village. What had 
happened in fact was that, anxious about 
seeing another group moving up close be¬ 
hind them, they had ordered the leaders of 
our group out of the canal at gunpoint. 

The two groups now stood facing each 
other in uneasy silence, both sides looking 
equally worried. Suddenly the farm door 
burst open and a very irate mujahid stormed 
out, screaming hysterically while waving a 
Russian Tokarev pistol. The two groups 
kept well apart as the hysterical Afghan 
rushed up. We now learned that he was the 
local commander of a differing faction who 
was in the middle of a two day battle in the 
village. His adversary belonged to the same 
party that we were with and, indeed, was the 
very commander from whom we had hoped 
to receive hospitality. 

This was a blood fued. This commander 
had found four of his men butchered in their 
sleep with their throats cut, an act of re¬ 
venge for the death of two other mujahideen 
from our party. It seemed that these two had 
been shot, and circumstantial evidence laid 
the blame at his door. In the two day battle, 
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three more had been killed and three wound¬ 
ed. Now our fate hung in the balance; and 
this in a land where the gun is law, and the 
death of strangers is of little impor¬ 
tance. . .except to the strangers! 

An hour was spent in a debate governed 
more by hysteria than common sense. Hav¬ 
ing agreed that this was obviously a local 
problem between two commanders and 
promising not to support the opposing fac¬ 
tion, we were finally permitted to move on. 
As it was now twilight and we had to walk 
along the canal towards men who would 
probably be just as hysterical, and twice as 
nervous if confronted by an apparent assault 
building up in the shadows of the opposite 
end of the village, there was very real reason 
for concern. The possibility of being shot in 
the back as we left the markaz of the first 
commander was also definitely on every¬ 
body’s minds. Once committed to forward 
movement there would be no turning back. 

I must shamefully admit to trying to 
wedge myself midway down the group and 
keep as many bodies as possible between 
me and oblivion. However, my shame was 
lessened by the fact that everybody else was 
trying to do the same thing. 

In the worst possible formation, a big 
bunched cluster, we advanced down the 
canal and passed the last sentinels of one 
faction while approaching the first of 
another. Matters were not helped when, 
on leaving the canal, we took a wrong turn 
and had to feel our way by braille in the 
now pitch-black night. This, along twist¬ 
ing, tight, little lanes in which one burst 
from an AK-47 would probably have 
turned out all our lights. Amazingly 
enough, despite the close proximity of 
two armed and hostile groups on the 
watch for each other, we emerged on the 
other side of the village without finding 
the party we hoped to join. 

Wandering around like this was both stu¬ 
pid and dangerous. I hoped that the gravity 
of our situation was apparent to the lead 
scouts. We now had to re-enter the village 
from the opposite end. Now both factions 
might mistake us as a hostile group sneaking 
up on them. In the end we arrived behind the 
faction we were trying to join, as they 
peered into the darkness ahead, looking for 
any one creeping up on them. Before they 
were aware of what was going on we were 
among them. In the confusion both parties 
milled among each other trying to work out 
who the other was before declaring their 
own political position. Much to everyone’s 
relief it was sorted out before any shooting 
started. 

What had begun as just another day had 
developed into a near fatal one for no logical 
reason. As a night assault was expected, and 
we did not wish to be embroiled in a local 
issue, our party moved on. Instead of a meal 
and a bed we had several more hours of very 
rapid night marching to do. The wearing 
monotony of stumbling after the shadowy 
forms in front was sharply shaken off by the 
frequent alarms raised by other armed groups 
passing in the night. On each occasion we 
either dived for cover or beat a hasty retreat. I 
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had the impression that the other groups were 
just as nervous and adopting the same attitude. 
This caution was all due to fear of other mu¬ 
jahideen groups and not in the least, concern 
for Afghan army patrols. 

It took a few more days to reach Gulbaha, 
which sits right at the entrance to the Salang 
Pass, the vital supply route which leads 
north to Russia. Here there is a large Afghan 
army base called Tapeh Serk where the 
large convoys, coming overland from Rus¬ 
sia, stop overnight before the daylight rush 
to Kabul. 

While I spent a day observing this post, a 
convoy of several hundred trucks came in. 
For over two hours non-stop traffic pulled 
into the base to leaguer up in the open motor 
pool, God’s gift for a mortar or rocket 
attack, and yet the mujahideen kept a low 
profile. Again they said that the time was 
not right for attack. 

I decided to push on to the Panjshir Val¬ 
ley, the home base of Ahmad Shah Mas- 
soud,the most famous commander in 
Afghanistan. If there were action afoot any¬ 
where in Afghanistan I assumed I would 
find it there. * 


I WAS THERE 

Continued from page 24 

left foot. Remembering our first aid, we 
packed him onto the truck and rushed 
as fast as he would allow us down to 
the field station where we called the 
hospital to come get him. They told us 
they would be close to an hour late, so 
we went to the local German firehouse 
on the field station and purchased a 
case of anesthetic and all three of us 
were comfortably numb by the time 
they got there. 

I can’t vouch for this, but rumor has 
it that certain people retrieved the soc¬ 
cer-painted bowling ball and placed it 
outside the dining area, where it has 
faithfully served to trap several officers 
and an infinite number of irate 
Sergeants Major. ^ 


SIDETRACKED SAW 

Continued from page 72 

of Springfields, Remington and Winchester 
cranked out the British-designed M1917 
Enfield, already in production in the United 
States as the P-14 in .303 caliber, and the 
M1911 pistol was joined by Colt and Smith 
& Wesson revolvers in the same caliber. 
The United States was woefully lacking in 
almost every other class of weapon. 
Machine guns, tanks, artillery pieces, hand 
grenades, mortars, aircraft — all of these 
had to be procured from our allies. In addi¬ 
tion to selling us many of our weapons, our 
allies also provided us with a great deal of 
our tactical doctrine and training. After all, 
they had the battle experience and we were 
the newcomers. 


French tactics and training were to great¬ 
ly influence the United States Army. While 
much blood was to be spilt over the ‘ ‘march¬ 
ing fire” pipe dream, the unblooded Amer¬ 
icans at first couldn’t see it coming. They 
could, however, immediately evaluate such 
mechanical atrocities as the Chauchat 
machine rifle; whatever it was this weapon 
was supposed to do, it was immediately 
apparent it did not do it well. They malfunc¬ 
tioned frequently even in training, and were 
totally unsatisfactory in combat. Portable 
firepower was a pressing necessity, and the 
U.S. Army issued a mixture of available 
light machine guns such as the Savage- 
Lewis, Madsen M1904, Benet-Mercie 
Machine Rifle Ml909, and even the miser¬ 
able Chauchat (made even more miserable 
by an unworkable conversion to .30-06). 
The upshot was a demand for an American 
tactical equivalent, but more simple and 
reliable. This was passed on to the great 
John M. Browning, who was already de¬ 
signing a suitable family of American 


machine guns. The result was the famous 
Browning Automatic Rifle, Model 1918 — 
the BAR. 

During World War I, Colt, Winchester 
and Marlin-Rockwell manufactured some 
85,000 BARs. As originally issued the 
M1918 weighed only 16 pounds and had 
neither bipods nor a flip-up butt plate. Thus 
it was fired as an assault rifle is today, and 
its powerful cartridge and accuracy were 
wasted until bipods and a flip-up buttplate 
were added on the Ml918A1 model, ena¬ 
bling it to be used as a base-of-fire weapon. 

The end of the war left the U.S. forces 
with a large stock of weaponry on hand as 
our production lines were just reaching full 
steam when the armistice intervened. Dur¬ 
ing the interwar period, most of our combat 
experience was in Latin America. It was 
during this period that “Red Mike” Edson 
began to develop and test what evolved into 
the fire team concept, using a mixture of 
weapons. The powerful and reliable BAR 
was used in conjuction with the Springfield 
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rifle, where it proved to be a suitable re¬ 
sponse and base-of-fire weapon to cover a 
maneuvering element which would flank 
the enemy. Another Marine, Evans F. Carl¬ 
son of Carlson’s Raiders fame, had worked 
with Chinese communists fighting the 
Japanese before America’s entry into the 
war. Borrowing from the communist 
Chinese practice of fielding three-man 
teams based around a portable automatic 
weapon (which was developed to prevent 
Japanese bypass and flanking) he further 
polished the fire team concept. By the end 
of World War II, the Marines were widely 
using the fire team concept, although loathe 
to give Edson and Carlson credit for de¬ 
veloping it. 

The BAR proved to be a suitable base-of- 
fire weapon around which to build a fire 
team, as its weight made it quite stable, and 
its buffer and selective fire capability with a 
low cyclic rate enhanced the shooter’s abil¬ 
ity to place a tight pattern of shots on his 
target. The powerful .30-06 cartridge easily 
punched through brush and obstacles, a def¬ 
inite asset in jungle warfare. The BAR was 
an excellent base-of-fire weapon in its day, 
but by the time we had figured out the prop¬ 
er function for the BAR and modified it to 
fulfill that role, its day was passing. 

In World War II, the United States 
fielded a new rifle, the famous Ml Garand. 
This semiautomatic rifle proved to be a 
highly effective weapon. Its combination of 
power, range, accuracy and high rate of fire 
truly deserved General Patton’s accolade as 
“the finest instrument of battle ever de¬ 
veloped.” The BAR was also extensively 
used in World War II and Korea, and con¬ 
tinued to be the base-of-fire weapon for a 
fire team until the adoption of the Ml4. But 
with the passing of the bolt-action Spring- 
field, it was no longer quite the wonder it 
had been'at its introduction. The newer 
weapons such as the Japanese type 96, the 
British Bren and the Soviet Degtyerev were 
better fitted to the light machine gun or 
squad automatic weapon role. When com¬ 
pared with the capacity and reloading facil¬ 
ity of these weapons, the BAR with its bot¬ 
tom-stuffed 20-round magazine didn’t quite 
measure up, although the power offered by 
its .30-06 cartridge made up for many of its 
shortcomings. 

One of the most penetrating analyses of 
the BAR was by Lieutenant Colonel John B. 
George, in Shots Fired In Anger George, 
with extensive combat experience on 
Guadalcanal, and later with Merrill’s 
Marauders in Burma, was not particularly 
an admirer of the BAR, although he did 
admire the way it could smother a suspected 
target with a shotgun-like pattern. 

George’s analysis is an important piece of 
work, because he distinguished between 
what a weapon is and what it does. Rather 
than propose a weapon type or style, he 
articulated the weapon’s function or role — 
its purpose or the mission it can perform. 
His distinction was unfortunately lost on 
later weapons designers. When work began 
on a follow-up weapon to the Ml, it was 
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decided that we would have to have a fol¬ 
low-up for the BAR as well, and that this 
should be a variation of the basic infantry 
rifle. In other words, the decision was made 
on type , rather than on function , just the 
opposite of the George approach. The result 
was a comic opera series of designs, begin¬ 
ning with the Ml5, a heavy barreled version 
of the then-new M14 rifle. When this 
proved unsatisfactory, various modifica¬ 
tions were made to the basic M14, none of 
which were satisfactory in view of the sus¬ 
tained fire and mechanical reliability re¬ 
quired of a squad automatic weapon. 

The adoption of the M16 brought that 
whole project to a halt, but still left many 
people in the Army with a vaguely unsatis¬ 
fied feeling. We “needed’ ’ a squad automa¬ 
tic weapon (notice the persistent emphasis 
on type , rather than on purpose). In all char¬ 
ity, something was needed. The short range 
and low penetration ability of the Ml6 left 
U.S. infantry units seriously handicapped. 
This was coupled with a decline in marks¬ 
manship, reduced emphasis on fire control 
within squads, and a general tendency for 
troops to believe that automatic fire, by 
sheer noise, could accomplish something 
that aimed fire could not. When it became 
apparent something was needed which the 
5.56 caliber could not deliver, the com¬ 
manders in the field did the obvious. 

The tactical solution was to increase the 
number of M60 machine guns. These 
weapons provided the range and power that 
the Ml6 lacked, and conscientious and bat¬ 
tle-wise leaders found that by controlling 
the fire of the M60s, they could largely 
compensate for the shortcomings of ineffec¬ 
tive rifle caliber and marksmanship. In 
effect, they recognized a needed function , 
and filled the requirement by employing a 
type of weapon that was designed for a 
different purpose. 

In the meantime, the pursuit for a type 
replacement for the BAR went on. Nearly 
three decades after the BAR was honorably 
retired, and two decades after the adoption 
of the M16, we finally have a Squad Auto¬ 
matic Weapon, the M249 SAW. Unlike the 
BAR (or the M60), which fired a full-power 
cartridge, the M249 fires the same cartridge 
as the M16 rifle. And unlike the BAR, 
which was initially teamed with a bolt- 
action rifle and later an autoloading rifle, 
the M249 is teamed with the Ml6, which 
can deliver the same automatic fire. What 
advantage does the M249 offer over the 
M16 except that it is belt-fed? 

We know what type weapon the.M249 is, 
but its function or purpose is unclear. Some of 
its defenders are quick to point out that it 
“provides the squad with a high volume of 
fire’ ’ — but what we need is a high volume of 
hits, and at a greater range. A SAW should 
provide something the basic infantry rifle can¬ 
not, or it has no reason for being there. Did we 
ever have any difficulty in shooting up all the 
ammunition we could cany? Even when all 
we had to shoot it in was the Ml6? Does the 
M249 have greater range and penetration than 
the M16? Is it more accurate or more reliable 


than the Ml6? The answer to all of these 
questions is no. 

What we have in the M249 is a weapon of 
the same range and power as the Ml6, but 
with no more accuracy, no more reliability, 
and considerably increased weight. The 
M249, in addition to its other shortcomings, 
fails to answer the fundamental question ‘ ‘If 
it can’t deliver a greater volume of more 
accurate fire at greater range, what’s it 
fort” ^ 


FULL AUTO 

Continued from page 20 

that served as the basis for making the 
ban on semiautomatic versions of 43 
different types of military rifles perma¬ 
nent, the BATF asserted that IPSC-type 
matches are not covered by the 1968 
law and that informal sport shooting, 
“plinking,” is “primarily a pastime and 
could not be considered a sport for the 
purposes of importation ...” 

In short, the BATF has arbitrarily 
chosen to drastically narrow the defini¬ 
tion of what constitutes a sporting use 
of a firearm in order to accommodate 
an already-made political decision to 
ban importation of a class of weapons. 
It had to do so because the truth simply 
doesn’t fit into the picture the agency 
and anti-gun politicans are endeavor¬ 
ing to paint for the non-shooting pub¬ 
lic. It never has and it never will. That, 
however, does not change the fact that 
the decision is outrageously deceitful 
and extremely dangerous. The deceit 
is obvious; the danger lies in the fact 
that by denying that some of the most 
common uses of firearms are “legiti¬ 
mate sporting purposes” the BATF has 
sown the seeds of a future assault on 
domestically produced firearms which 
have a military ancestry. 

I, and every member of the SOF 
staff, are mad as hell that we have to 
justify our constitutional rights to Sena¬ 
tors Howard Metzenbaum and Ed¬ 
ward Kennedy, Drug Czar William 
Bennett and others of their ilk. I expect 
you are as well or you wouldn’t be 
reading Soldier of Fortune. 

None of us have access to the five to 
$10 million a day in free publicity that 
the NRA has estimated the media is 
donating to the gun grabbers. Our col¬ 
lective voices can be heard and mea¬ 
sured only if each and every one of you 
takes the time and effort to contact the 
President and your senators and repre¬ 
sentative. Write or phone President 
George Bush at the White House, 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W., 
Washington, D.C. 20500 (phone: 
202-456-1414). Contact your sena¬ 
tors at the United States Senate, 
Washington, D.C. 20510 and your 
congressman at the U.S. House of 
Representatives, Washington, D.C. 


20514. Ask to be connected with your 
senators and representative by phon¬ 
ing the Capitol Hill switchboard at 202- 
224-3121. Let them know in polite, 
but no uncertain, terms that you are 
opposed to gun control and that it has 
no effect on curbing crime. 

Finally, we must all unite with mem¬ 
bership in the National Rifle Associa¬ 
tion (1600 Rhode Island Ave., N.W., 
Washington, D.C. 20036). Dues are 
$25 per year. 

If you don’t, the sun will soon set on 
American gun owners just as surely as 
it did in Great Britain. ^ 


BULLETIN BOARD 

Continued from page 6 


P LEASE PASS 
THE BUCK... 

Senator Orrin Hatch (R-Utah) 
writes in a recent issue of Defense 
and Diplomacy magazine that 
“foreign capital infusions into the 
Warsaw Pact countries have 
increased by $8 billion from 1985 to 
1987, and now amount to $2 billion 
per month 11 (emphasis ours). 
Jean-Francois Revel, author of Why 
Democracies Perish noted recently 
that “we must not help them 
surmount their crises while they 
remain communist, for unless the 
sickness is able to run its course, 
they will never fundamentally 
change.” Revel quotes the 
prediction of mid-19th century 
author Alexander Hertzen: 

“Socialism will go on developing 
through all its phases until it 
achieves its extremes and 
absurdities... The struggle to the 
death will begin anew, as 
socialism.. .is vanquished in its turn 
by the revolution to come.” But if 
Gorby can pere-stroke $2 billion a 
month from Western banks, that 
should at least help the Sovs pay the 
rent, especially since the landlord 
canceled their lease in Afghanistan. 
The USSR’s tab at Western banks is 
now over $58 billion; they’d like 
another $100 billion over the next 
five years. ^ 
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SUPPLY LOCKER 


THE HOUND DOG 


Sniffs Out Hidden Transmitters 

Throughtout Ihe world today, corporations, professional 
men. and businessmen are spending millions annually to in¬ 
sure privacy In their offices and homes where important plans 
and policy making decisions are discussed and formulated 
The ''HOUND DOG' is a wise investment for anyone who has 
reason to believe that an eavesdropping device is now hidden, 
or may be hidden in the future, in either home or office No 
radio transmitter, no matter how well it may have been hid¬ 
den. can escape detection by the 'HOUND DOG" 

The "HOUND DOG" is an advanced electronic instrument 
designed for the sole purpose ot locating hidden transmitters 
An average size office or room can be thoroughly searched in 
only a matter of minutes The "HOUND DOG” sniffs out any 
transmitters hidden in pictures, walls, desks, chairs, etc , 
regardless of their operating frequency. 

The "HOUND DOG" is simple to use. Single knob adjust- 
menl calibrates the meter and any transmitter signal received 
is indicated by the meter movement. By simply sweeping the 
probe past walls, chairs, pictures, desks, etc the presence 
of any transmitter will cause a rise in the meter reading. The 
meter reading will continue to rise as the probe approaches 
the transmitter 

We believe you will find fhe "HOUND DOG" outperforms 
most other units selling for sevetal times the price. This item 
has been built since 1962 Each one is backed by a 3-year 
warranty by Us 

Meter Calibrate 


Probe 
extends to 


16 inches 


SIZE 1.6x2.4x82 INCHES $195.00 

USES A COMMON RADIO BATTERY 



Super Powerful 
FM TRANSMITTER 

Many limes mom powerful than other transmSters. 
Transmits up to ¥» mile to any FM radio -Easy to 
Assemble Kit - up to 9V battery (not Ind.) 


$19.95 


Call 407-725-1000 or send $195.00 plus $5.00 shipping for Hound 
Dog and $19.95 and $1.00 shipping for FM Transmitter to USI 
corp. P.O. Box SF-2052, Melbourne, FL 32902. COD’S OK. For a 
catalog of transmitters, voice scramblers & other speciality items 
enclose $2.00 to USI Corp- 



$11.95 

SECRETS OF MODERN 
KNIFE FIGHTING 

by David Steele 


8 V 2 "xir 149 pages, 180 photos. Knife Fighting history, 
techniques, and strategy to insure the personal survival of 
Law Enforcement, Military, and Civilian who must: “GO IN 
HARMS WAY." 


HOW TO GET ANYTHING ON ANYBODY 

State of the art investigative/surveillance techniques from the 
worlds best intelligence organizations. “Possibly the most 
dangerous book ever published;” NBC News states,. . $33.00 


$24.95 

THE 

ANARCHIST 
COOKBOOK 

by William Powell 

The original, oncB restricted, now available. 


$11.95 

MERCENARY’S 
MANUAL 
VO. II 

written by Terry Edwards 
edited by Robert K. Brown 

This technical book is the condensation of manuals, books, 
interviews, ARTICLES, and personal experience dealing with 
every aspect of the profession and is intended to broaden the 
knowledge and contribute to the survival of soldiers and meres. 
Paperback, 324 pgs., 300 photos & drawings. 


SURVIVAL BOOKS 


11106 MAGNOLIA BLVD., N. HOLLYWOOD, CA 91601 • ATTN. MARY 
(818) 763-0804 OPEN 7 DAYS 

Prices subject to change • Catalog $2 00 • Orders paid with money order 
or credit card sent immediately personal check orders held 4 weeks 




YOU’VE TRIED THE REST 
NOW BUY FROM THE BEST! 


1948 VIET NAM CAMO 

RIPSTOP 

JUNGLE FATIGUES 

ORIGINAL REPLICAS 
1st ISSUED IN 

VIET NAM/SLANT POCKETS 
6 PKT. PANTS 100% COTTON RIPSTOP 
Size XS-XL Mil Spec 



M-65 Field Jkt. Mil. Spec., 1st Quality 
Color: O.D., Camo, Blk., Tiger Stripe, 
Tree Bark & Urban, Size XS-XL. 

Field Jkt. Liner Fits M65 

O.D. or Blk., Sizes XS-XL .. 

G.l. Issue MA-1 Bomber Jkt. 

Sage or Blk., Sizes XS-XL. 


S47 95 e 


S14®5 ea 
®46®®ea. 

Ordering Instructions 

Mail Cash, Check or M.O. plus 10% for Shipping and Handling 
(double for foreign) to: 


UNCOMMON CREATIONS CO. 

P.O. Box 5458, Glendale, CA 91221 
(213) 738-8163 3205 Los Feliz Blvd., L.A. 
Send $2.00 for our complete information catalog. 


lltlWCY ? 


Avoid BIG BROTHER. 
Best techniques for creating 
COMPLETE PRIVACY! 

■ Avoid Surveillance, Eavesdropping 

■ Become “Invisible” to Investigators 

■ Stop Generating Financial Records 

■ Communications Privacy.. Phene, Mail 

■ How to Stay Out of Government Files 

■ Begin Eliminating Negative Records 

■ How to Create Helpful New Records 

■ Generating Quick Cash Income 

■ Hiding Your Assets ■ Privacy Afloat 

■ Banking Alternatives ■ “Low Profile” 

■ Privacy from Taxes ■ Nomadic Living 

■ Multiple Addresses 

■ Hideouts, Deep Cover 

■ How to “Disappear” 

ALL THE PRIVACY YOU 

WANT —and MOREI 
Don’t wait! Order TODAY!! 

ONLY $18.95 

EOEN PRESS 
11623 Slater "C”, Box 8410-AP, Fountain Valley, CA 92728 
Your (□ Regular P&H, $2.00 (Please add 
Choice \U FIRST CLASS, $5.00 to ovd?!,) 
(California residents please add 6% sales tax.) 
□ Send latest Book Catalog — FREE. 

Name- 



Address _-_ 

City _-- 



Give a Friend a South Seas 
Island Girls Calendar 


All New! Hawaii’s most beautiful women in 
full color. Twelve months of great island 
bodies plus a bonus centerfold poster. Order 
today for yourself or a friend. 

„ How to 

I Name._—- 

i Address-—- 


City- 

State. 


-Zip- 


E29 

Description 




1990 South Seas 

Island Girls Calendar 



Postage & Handling 

nrim 

Total Enclosed 

Mail check or money order to: 



1123 Kapahulu Ave. ( Honolulu, HI 96816 


We’ll Out-Clean 
Any Bore Cleaner 

YOUR MONEY BACK 



Clean your firearm 
bore with your 
favorite bore 
cleaner, then 
reclean it with 
Shooter’s Choice 
and see the 
difference! 


CHOICE 


Firearms Bore Cleaner 


We guarantee: better bore cleaning, improved 
accuracy or your money back. 

For a 1 oz. sample send $2.00 (P&H) to: 

VENCO INDUSTRIES INC. 

16770 Hilltop Park Place Dept. SF10 
Chagrin Falls, OH 44022 (216)543-8808 

Ask for Shooter’s Choice 
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ummY-4r 


Name: 


ARMY-NAVY w V^Sf 

AIR FORCE-MARINES Xw" 

PRESTIGE RINGS you 1 !! wear with pride. World’s 
largest selection of military rings. Over 1000 combi¬ 
nations. Visa or MasterCard. Money Back Guarantee! 

Send SI for full color catalog today. 

T-J JEWELRY CO. 

Box Y-SJ9, Apache Junction. AZ 85217 

(SucCM 40 f« to Royftl Military Jewelry) 


CLOAK & DAGGER 
COLLECTABLES 


SWEATSHIRTS 3” left breast logo $ 18.50 

SWEATSHIRTS 9" centered logo $ 18.50 

HOODED SWEATSHIRTS 3" logo $24.50 

SWEATPANTS 3" logo $ 18.50 

SWEATSHORTS 3" logo $ 14.50 

T-SHIRTS 9” centered logo $8.75 

TANK TOPS 9” centered logo $9.95 

POLO SHIRTS 3" logo (CIA & A A only) $ 14.95 

SATIN JACKETS Red, White, Blue, Black $49.50 
Sizes available Medium, Large, Extra-Large 
BASEBALL CAPS One size fits all $8.25 

PATCHES Iron-On $5.00 Sew-On $4.50 

HAT PINS Beautiful full color Hat Pins $4.00 
COFFEE MUGS (18 oz.) $11.95 

BEER STEINS (23 oz.) $14.95 


Cloak & Dagger 

P.O. Box 8301 Hooper, Utah 84315 

Visa/Mastercard-Money Orders-Cash C.O.D 
P.O. Box APO, FPO, Alaska & Hawaii $5.00 
Catalog $2.00 — FREE with order! 

24 Hr. Order Hotline - (801) 399-1202 


1 THE ADVENTURE 
I CONTINUES... 


COOPER U.S.A.F. A-2 


The Only Official U.S.A JF. A-2 
Jacket. The Cooper A-2 is the 
finest in hand cut, hand crafted 
goatskin. Features include: 
velcro patch w/wings, snap patched 
pockets, snap down collar w/hook & 
eye closure & letter of authenticity. 
Truly the finest available. 

Sizes: 3648 $229.00 
Longs available 


U.S. NAVYG-1 


This all goatskin mil-spec jacket 
comes dircctfrom the military 
contractor. Features include: 

Two large front flap pockets, 
inside map pocket,Dynel collar, 
and a finely taylored bi-swing back. 


Sizes 3646 $229.00 
48-50 $239.00 
Longs available 


Satisfaction Guaranteed! 
MasterCard • VISA ■ American Express 
Free Brochure 

Toll Free Orders: 1-800-654-7371 
MDRes 301-381-0888 

Blue Yonder! 

9385 F. Gerwig Ln. • Columbia, MD 21046 


124 pages of high quality and functional gear; 
genuine military clothing and equipment for 
outdoors, survival and the streets. Send 
$3.00 for copy of our full color catalog. 


Address 

City:_ 

State: 


Mail This Ad To: 


i U. fl« i 

WORLD S FINEST MiUTA RY AND AD VENTURE EQUIPME NT 

Dept. SF10 

1^2855 Centennial Ave., Radcliff, KY 40160-9000 | 


Also available: 

"ALPHA" MA-1 S .ML .XL. 

C.W.U.-36/P NOMEX SML.XL, 
C.W.U.45/P NOMEX SMJLXL. 
U-S. Military issue Pilots Sunglasses 


$59.00 

$219.00 

$219.00 

$29.00 


DEVEL0PTHE BODY YOU’VE ALWAYS DREAMED OF. ADD 
INCHES TO YOUR CHEST, ARMS, AND THIGHS. SCULPT YOUR 
STOMACH, BUTTOCKS, AND CALVES. THE BODY SCULPTOR 
BURNS FAT, TONES MUSCLES, AND RELIEVES TENSION. 
ADJUSTABLE ELECTRICAL IMPULSES WORK YOUR MUSCLES 
MORE EFFECTIVELY THAN REGULAR EXERCISE. IT’S 
MEDICALLY PROVEN, EFFORTLESS AND SAFE! 

USE IT AT HOME, IN THE OFFICE, TRAVELING, EVEN WHILE 
WATCHING T.V. OR READING. WE ABSOLUTELY GUARANTEE 
RESULTS IN 30 DAYS OR YOUR MONEY BACK. 

• COMPLETE INSTRUCTIONS 

• PORTABLE 

• EXPANDABLE 

• FREE CARR YING CASE U 

• MAKES AN IDEAL GIFT! IfUgLA . <> 


BODY SCULPTOR400: 
4-PAD UNfTW/BATTERIES 
ONLY $159 +$5 POSTAGE 
& HANDLING 


BODY SCULPTOR 800: 
8-PAD UNIT W/BATTERIES & 
AC ADAPTER, ONLY $295+ 
$10 POSTAGE & HANDUNG 


CALL NOW FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 
mjm 1 (800) 428-7825 EXT. 33 mm 

Issnl 24 HRS/DAY 7 DAYS/WEEK 

FOR INFORMATION CALL (714) 854-5951 
OR SEND CHECK/MONEY ORDER TODAY TO: 

_ I DAVIDTTiELEENTERPRisis, INC.”” s 
64 Lehigh Aisle, Suite 400, Irvine, CA 92715 

Sculptor 400 Qty_Sculptor 800 Gty_ 

D Chocks or Money Order Enclosed 

□ Visa/MC #_Exp. Date_ 

Name_ 

Addres s _ 

City_State_Zip_ 


[NEW6 FT. “4IN 1”TAKE-DOWN BL0WGUN 

j New 1989 Survival-- Hunting “Commando”™MailelS 

iCamouIlage or Black nihj*/- 


H models add S3.0D each guny fr 


LEGIONNAIRES 
SURVIVAL 
BOOT KNIFE 

ONLY 

* 12 ” ^ 

Add $1.05 Hndl. 


No C.O.D.s to Hits number I 
' S20 MINIMUM I 1- 

TOLL FREE 24-HRS. 1-800-222-3119 ORDER DESK 

Blowgun World, Inc., Box 251B3-S, Salt Lake City, UT 841 25 


/ Jy Double edge 440 stainless steel blade. 
/Fufl tang one piece construction. Leath* 
/er sheath with quick refease snap and 
/Jr metal boot/belt clip. Money Back 

r Guaranteed If Not Fullv Satisfied!! 

WESTBURY SALES CO. Dept. BK 10-SF 

156 Po»t Avwum, Wwtbury, New Vort 11590 


GUN PAR.TS 

SUCCESSORS TO NUMRICH ARMS 


THE WORLD’S LARGEST 
GUN PARTS SUPPLIERS 

PRESENTS ITS NEW #14 CATALOG 

Featuring an inventory of over 300 million gun parts 
in house. A 480 + catalog with explftdad d swings 

that are invaluable to the gunsmith or hobbyist. C om- 
mercial, military, antique and foreign gun p^rta 
(many exclusively available from us) are listed and 
priced along with accessories, surplus & specialty 
items. A veritable encyclopedia of gun parts, th*& 
catalog will pay for itself time and time again with 
information and time saved in identifying parts. 
SURFACE FOREIGN -$10.95 U-S $C 95 
AIRMAIL WRITE F-Qfi QUOTE O' 


GUN PA-R^S BJXSCF-il-W i:ljR:.FV Nr 12491 

914-67^-24 !T leiEX 1Q5331 FAX 93467958-ig 
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SUPPLY LOCKER 


the FLAGS 


Tell The World You Served! 



Size 3’ x 5* with Grommets 
Made of Cotton and Polyester 
Indoor or Outdoor Use 
only $12.95 Each Two for $23.00 

Ht mmm mmu m m m mmm mmm mmm J 

Select From 

I DU.SA □ AIR BORNE 

1 □ VIETNAM VETERAN □ 1ST. CAVALRY 
I ARMY □ KILL EM ALL LET 

: □ P.O.W./M.I.A. GOD SORT EM OUT 

I □ U.S.M.C. BULL DOG □ SKULL & BONES 
. □ NAZI fWWII) □ CONFEDERATE 

| DARMY - 


□ NAVY 

□ AIR FORCE 

□ MARINES 

□ COAST GARD 


□ MESS W/THE BEST 
DIE LIKE THE REST 

□ AMERICA LOVE IT 

OR LEAVE 

□ SPECIAL FORCE’S 


IDEAL STUDIOS 

P.O. Box 41156 • Chicago, IL 60641 

Plus $2.00 Shipping & Handling.For prompt 
delivery send cash, cashier’s check or money order. 

Name ___ 


I 


Address 
City, State, Zip 


- I 

^jet^an^eteran Owne^ 



JUMP INTO ADVENTURE IN OUR WWII AIRBORNE JACKET 

Meticulously re-created to War Department specifications and constructed ot Pre¬ 
washed 100% Cotton Khaki, our Jump Jacket captures the spirit and romance 
of the WWII era. Our special washing process give the appearance of a “Battle 
Worn" look without compromising the durability of the garment. Features include 
Bi-swing back, 4 double snap bellow pockets for equipment storage, adjustment 
snaps on cuffs and collar and a waist belt far sure fit and goad looks. Jump into 
one and feel the Adventure. Made in the U.S.A. Sizes available: S (34-36), M 
(38-40), L (42-44), XL (46-18), XXL (50-52). 

G48-15 WWII Jump Jacket .. . , . . ..... S89.95 

— Phone & Mail Orders Accepted 
Call 800-444-8643 

Toll Free (For Credit Card Orders Only.) 

Add $4.00 shipping and insurance charges. 
CA residents add sales tax. _ 

Color Catalog Free With Order or Send $3.00 To: 


THE QUARTERMASTER Dept SF. 
750 Long Beach Blvd., Long Beach, CA90813 


JEFF COOPER’S 

AMERICAN 
PISTOL INSTITUTE 



••• THE CRISIS MANAGEMENT SPECIALISTS ••• 

Take the initiative and dominate your envi¬ 
ronment. Train with the professionals at 
API. Learn modern weaponcraft: practical 
shooting, skillful gunhandling, mental con¬ 
ditioning and applicable tactics with Jeff 
Cooper and the incomparable API staff. 

Consider the API Advantage: 

• We originated and have continuously evolved 
modern smallarms techniques. 

• We offer courses In rifle, pistol, and shotgun 
(machine pistol by departmental arrangement) 
for every level—introductory, refresher, 
remedial, intermediate, and advanced. 

• Our curricula are based on extensive research 
into smallarms conflict, both in the past and 
as now occurring. We teach what happens. 

• Our student-teacher ratio is three-to-one on 
the range and one-to-one in tactical simulation. 

• We are a complete private smallarms training 
facility, encompassing over twenty firing 
ranges and indoor/outdoor tactical simulators, 
plus gunsmithing services on the premises. 

• We also provide off-campus and customized 
courses for military, government, law enforce¬ 
ment and private audiences, anywhere in 
the free world. 

WE ARE "THE FIRST WITH THE MOST " 



For more information about courses 
and current scheduling, write: 

AMERICAN PISTOL INSTITUTE 
P.O.BOX 401-S 
PAULDEN, ARIZONA 06334 



S.N.E.A.K. 

This is the coolest 
stiirt you'll ever wear. If 
a picture is worth a 
thousand words, then 
this shirt says it all. 

•Our Motto Reads: 

is sweet, 
a promise not a 
We always get 
even cause we neyer 
forgetl 


S* Screen Rmted on 50/50 Tees. 

© 1988 INDIAN HILLS VENTURES TM 

ORDER NOW 


Available in Army Green Camouflage with Sneaky 
Yellow letters & decals or for the bold & brave at heart 
White with bold Red fetters & decals. 


To find out what S.N.E.A.K. stands for 
ORDER TODAY! 

SEND: 

$11.95 + $2.00 Shipping & Handing / Check or Money Order Ta 


INDIAN HILLS VENTURES JM 
1064 South Mayo Trail 
Plkevllle, Kentucky 41501 

Be Sure To Specify QTY - COLOR - SIZE 
Available Sizes: S - M - L - XL 
Please give clear return address. KY residents please include 
5% sales tax. Money orders shipped immediately / Checks 
please allow 2-6 weeks for delivery. 


GET ORGANIZED 

Join S.N.E.A.K, today 
with the one time 
purchase of this shirt. 

That's right, just one 
time purchase, no 
membership fees or 
dues. It’s the easiest 
organization you'll 
ever join. 

Offer valid until April 5, 1990 
© 1988 INDIAN HILLS VENTURE 



NIGHT FLYER JACKET 


A modified WW II BOMBER JACKET superbly crafted 
from top grade LAMBSKIN, buffed for a distressed Ewk 
and a very soft feel. 

An exceptional fit and a ruggedly handsome look combines 
a biswing - action back for easy movement, side entry 
pockets, roomy flap close front pockets, map pocket 
and heavy - duty zipper. Available in beautiful ANTIQUE 
BROWN. 



NOW YOU CAN AFFORD THE BEST 


Incredibly priced at.$169.99 

(Add $5.00 P & H + 5%% Sales Tax CA Residents) 

Sizes: S-M-L-XL 

ORDER TODAY. LIMITED QUANTITIES 

Mail your Check or Money order (Sorry no C.O.D.) to: 

MOCCI LEATHERS 

1635 NEIL ARMSTRONG ST. # 114 

MONTEBELLO, CA 90640 

Allow 4 - 6 weeks for delivery 

For more information Call Collect (213) 725-6907 

30 — Day money Back Guarantee 


BULLETPROOF 

VEST 

Will stop the .357 Magnum, 9mm and 00 
Buck. Meets and exceeds “Threat Level 
II-A” tested in accordance with the NILECJ- 
STD-0101.01. Weighs 2 3 /4 lbs. Fits easily 
under T-shirt. 



Front & Back Protector ...$175.00 ppd. 

Detachable Side Panels ..$35.00 ppd. 


Officially tested by the U.S. Government 
Edgewood Arsenal at the Aberdeen Prov¬ 
ing Grounds under the U.S. Department 
of Justice Standards. State height, chest 
and waist measurements. 

MATTHEWS POLICE SUPPLY CO. 

(a division of David Matthews, Inc.) 

P.O. Box 1754' 

Matthews, N.C. 28105 
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CLASSIFIED 


CURRENT REQUIREMENTS — $2.00 per word per Inser¬ 
tion — $40.00 minimum. All ads MUST BE PREPAID and 
received by the 1st, four months prior to issue cover date. 
Ad copy must be typed or written clearly with authorizing 
signature, a telephone number (for our files) and full pay¬ 
ment. Advertisers offering information packets for a fee 
must send a sample of packet (packets will not be re¬ 
turned). Name, address and telephone number are to be 
included in your word count. EXAMPLE: P.O. Box 693 = 2 
words; 80306 = 1 word. Abbreviations such as Dl, SGT, 
20mm, U.S., etc., count as one word each. Hyphenated 
words and telephone numbers are counted as two words. 
No personal services ads accepted. We reserve the right 
to refuse, delete or change any copy which we determine 
to be objectionable. Mall classified ads with payment to 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE, Classified Dept., P.O. Box 693, 
Boulder, CO 60306. 

READERS OF BOTH DISPLAY AND CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING ARE ADVISED THAT SOLDIER OF 
FORTUNE MAGAZINE DOES NOT VERIFY VALIDI¬ 
TY OF EVERY ADVERTISEMENT AND/OR THE 
LEGALITY OF EVERY PRODUCT CONTAINED 
HEREIN. SHOULD ANY READER HAVE A PROB¬ 
LEM WITH PRODUCTS OR SERVICES OFFERED 
BY AN ADVERTISER, HE SHOULD SEEK ASSIST¬ 
ANCE FROM HIS NEAREST POSTAL INSPECTOR 
AND ALSO CONTACT OUR ADVERTISING DE¬ 
PARTMENT. SOLDIER OF FORTUNE DOES NOT 
INTEND FOR ANY PRODUCT OR SERVICE ADVER¬ 
TISED TO BE USED IN ANY ILLEGAL MANNER. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine is 
a magazine of national and interna¬ 
tional distribution. There may be 
products for which sale, possession 
or interstate transportation may be 
restricted, prohibited or subject to 
special licensing requirements in 
your state. Purchasers should con¬ 
sult the local law enforcement au¬ 
thorities in their area. 


\ AFRiCA-KORP CAP & GOGGLES 

\ German 1942 Mtg ORIGINAL sand A dust goggles. 
L* V still in ther pocket pouch. 

_ j, Tan Ofc caps =New REPLICA State S-M-or 

Lg. Size. Both - Only $39.00 

We pay postage Our 250 page fully illustrated 
catalog S5 00 (FREE with order) 


OVER 40.000 ITEM5 IN STOCK 


FRENCH FOREIGN LEGION, CAMOUFLAGE , Current 
Issue Uniforms in "Lizard" Pattern Camo NEW $70.00 Suit, 
French Camo Caps $17.00. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 
80221 MasterCard & VISA Accepted! (144) 

FOREIGN CAMOUFLAGE uniforms. Unissued, best prices, 
vast inventory. Omani, Indian, West German, Hungarian, 
Pakistani, Syrian, Egyptian, Russian, Spanish Desert, Chi¬ 
lean, many others. Send for latest listing. 812-876-2171, West¬ 
ern Survival, PO Box 48, Spencer, IN 47460. (147) 

RUSSIAN CAMOUFLAGE , Genuine Issue Jumpsuits Excel¬ 
lent Condition KLMK Camo $240.00 Complete listing of Soviet 
Uniforms, Equipment & Insignia $1.00 A.H.A., Box 21606, 
Denver, CO 80221 MasterCard & VISA Accepted! (144) 

BRITISH CAMOUFLAGE UNIFORMS , Genuine Issue Uni¬ 
forms, Equipment, Insignia & Berets. List $1.00. BRITISH 
MILITARY SUPPLY, Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221 (144) 


BOOKS • MAGAZINES 


UNARMED COMBAT Survive the streets! New, ultra-powerful 
self-defense system. Hardcore book reveals secrets. $13. Lib¬ 
ra Enterprises, P.O. Box 31719 Dept SOF, San Francisco, CA 
94131-0719 (144) 

AK47: THE COMPLETE KALASHNIKOV FAMILY OF 
ASSAULT RIFLES by Duncan Long. The Soviet AK47/AKM 
assault rifle has spawned many spinoffs worldwide, solid in¬ 
formation on them is scarce. Here are specs, ammo and more 
— find out why the AK47 is the world's most widely used gun. 
5Vfcx8fe, softcover, photos, illus., 192pp. Send $17.50 ppd to 
Paladin Press, PO Box 1307-9JQK, Boulder, CO 80306. (146) 


MILITARY HISTORY, TECHNOLOGY Book and Article find¬ 
ing service. Free brochure. Write: Military/Info, PO Box 27640- 
SF, Golden Valley, MN 55427. (144) 


DARE TO THINK— Gutsy Newsletter. Special issue analyzes 
death penalty, a national need plus an alternative. $3. PO Box 
558, Estero, FL 33928. (144) 


SELF-DEFENSE VIDEO 


90 min. of clear instruction by 
Black Belt, but this is not Karate, 
strictly applied and practical 
based on my experience as 
Bouncer in Biker Bar. Same day 
shipping, $24.95 ppd to GURVE-S.O.r. 


2888 Bluff St., #118, Boulder, CO 80301 




HUNT AND KILL BIGGER GAME 
ELK, DEER, SHEEP, DUCKS, GEESE 

Send $2 for brochure. 

For VISA/MC orders phone 702-294-0100. 


AirPower Sabot Cannons 

707 Wells Rd. Suite 2SF. Boulder City. NV 89005 


THE COMPUTER UNDERGROUND. $20 each, shipping and 
handling free. Jay Kellett, 10 Savage Drive, Langhome, PA 
19047, (144) _ 

“MOST DANGEROUS BOOK EVER PUBLISHED” — NBC, 
Can you — duplicate CIA tricks; save on surveillance gear; 
listen thru walls; see in the dark; get unlisted phone numbers, 
credit/personal records; chemically read thru envelopes; etc? 
HOWTO GET AN YTHING ON ANYBODY, 264 pages 8M>x11, 
$33. postpaid, CEP Incorporated, PO Box 865-91K, Boulder, 
CQ 80306. (303) 443-2294. (144) __ 

DIVORCE DIRTY TRICKS. Protect property. Win custody. 
Sharpest tactics revealed. 228 page book. $16.95. Visa/MC 
accepted. EDEN Press, Box 8410-DD, Fountain Valley, CA 
92728 (148) _ 

TRACE MISSING PERSONS big money and adventure with 
our proven professional techniques. Learn how in our critically 
acclaimed bestseller. Send$14.95toT ower HilJ Press, PO Box 
1132, Doylestown, PA 18901. (154) 

THE INTELLIGENCE LIBRARY Many unusual informative 
books on Electronic Surveillance, Weapons, Investigations, 
Unusual Technologies, Documents, etc. Free Brochures: 
MENTOR, Dept. G-2, Drawer 1549, Asbury Park, NJ. 07712. 
(148) _ 

NEW BOOK CATALOG! 50-page catalog describes over 300 
fascinating titles. The best books available on weaponry and 
dozens of other subjects! Send $1 to: PALADIN PRESS, PO 
Box 1307 9GQT, Boulder, CO 80306. (146)_ 


UNUSUAL 
BOOKS 


OVER 1,100 TITLES—DISCOUNTED 

—MANY AVAILABLE NOWHERE ELSE— 

PRIVACY • UNDERGROUND BUSINESS • NEW IDENTITY 
BLACK MARKET • LEGAL SELF-HELP • SURVEILANCE 
SURVIVAL • DISGUISE • CRIME • REVENGE • CHEMISTRY 
EXOTIC WEAPONS • FIREWORKS • LOCATING PERSONS 
GET RICH • BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY • COMPUTERS 
TAX AVOIDANCE • GAMBLING • HIDING THINGS 
PLUS MANY OTHER CONTROVERSIAL SUBJECTS 

GIANT 112 PAGE CATALOG—$1 (Ref.) 

ADD $1 FOR SAME DAY FIRST CLASS SHIPPING 


ANVIL • Box 64O303F • El Paso. TX 79904 


ACGlMCNTni INSIGNin & UlCftPONAV 

• SflS • RRF • BLRCK UJRTCH 

\ • PRRR • RM • CRMCRONS 

• RSDG • RN • GURRDS etc. 


Import Catalog $2.00 
BRITISH RCGlUin IMPORTS 

Deportment-^ 

P.O. Box 50473 • Nashville, TN 37205 


FREE CATALOG 


Vr. 

f AMI 


Packed with 1000 Martial Art products, 
knives and weapons all at Discount prices. 

AMERICAN LIQUIDATORS, LTD 

SOF Free Catalog Offer 
4009 Pacific Coast Hwy. 

Torrance, California 90505 


INTERNATIONAL’ COMBAT TRAINING 


Wear the Badge of a 

DETECTIVE 



TAKE THE INITIATIVE - Invest in an Exciting and High Paying 
Career. Brigade is a Complete International Small Arms and Elite 
Forces Training Facility. 

Brigade teaches Modern International Firearms Tactics with 
Superior Tactical Firearms - PROVEN IN COMBAT. Our Com¬ 
petitors continue to teach out Dated Tactics with Inferior 
Firearms. You owe it to Yourselt and Loved Ones to qet the 
Very Best Training in the World - By PROFESSIONALS 


BRIGADE SECURITY FORCES 

P,0. BOX 1237. MOORESVILLE. NC 28115 USA 
BROCHURE $1.00 PHONE (704)663-6740 









VIETNAM 

VETERANS 

RINGS 


iv cWMF/F. Hart 
f Royalties go to Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial Fund 


Cast in stainless steel. Expertly modeled 
Vietnam Veterans’ statue and the RVN medal 
are displayed in bold relief on ring sides. Bezel 
reads VIETNAM VETERAN. 

Red or Blue European spinel stones . . $69.95 

Marine Corp emblem mounted on red stone . $79.95 

Green spinel and blrlhstones available .. , .$79.95 

Size accuracy is very important due to the hardness of 
the metal. Allow 6-8 weeks delivery times. Add $2.00 
for shipping. 

Major Don Wortman, USAF Retired 
EAGLE LTD • 1051 Opal Dr. 
Prescott, AZ 86303 • (602) 778-5656 
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NOTICE TO READERS 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine is 
a magazine of national and interna¬ 
tional distribution. There may be 
products for which safe, possession 
or interstate transportation may be 
restricted, prohibited or subject to 
special licensing requirements in 
your state. Purchasers should con¬ 
sult the local law enforcement au¬ 
thorities in their area. 

ENCLOPEDIA OF REVENGE — The Most devastating manu¬ 
al ever published! Over 1000 entries, completely cross refer¬ 
enced. It would take 15 books to equal the information jam- 
packed in this giant 8V^x11 hardcover volume. $49.95 plus 
$3.50 shipping/handling to Anchor Publishing, PO Box 2630- 
C, Landover Hills, MD 20784. Visa/Mastercard orders call 
orders 24 hours. (301) 459-0738. (144) 

CJGK’OfiflllFje m 

Gl SUPPLY R.D. #10, BOX 10419 - Dept. SOF 
Gi ^ NEWTON, N.J. 07860 

' SSUF1 ' \ II S. LARGE COMBAT 




) U.S. LARGE COMBAT 

4 FIELD PACK 

WITH FRAME nc2 -alici pack) 


MM S 118°L. 

Original and current Gl issue Long Range Special 
j^Tf ^ Mission Model has a total of 6 outside pockets. 

T 1 Tnr' J r i r rin 9 s * nsicle ,tie ma * n compartment to shorten 

; \AmI J 1 f-V S# pack if not filled to capacity. Our pack is complete 
L 'tJr with Gl Frame straps, Kidney Beit, etc. Rip Stop 
^ O.D. Nylon will carry 70 lbs. easy. 

Send S2 00 ORDERING INSTRUCTIONS: Money Order, personal 

For 200 Item Catalog! cherts or Visa & Master Card gladly accepted NO 
_ V. COD s. All merchandise is lOOVo guaranteed. Residents 

31(201 )948-6260^D of Alaska, Hawaii and Puerto Rico add 5Vo lor shipping. 


MOVING? 


PLACE LABEL HERE 


City/ Slate/ Zip 

Mail it to: SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine, 
P.O. Box 348, Mt. Morris, IL 61054 


Be a DETECTIVE 


AND EARN YOUR BADGE 

NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED 




MEN — WOMEN — 
TRAIN AT HOME FOR 
AN EXCITING PART OR 
FULL-TIME CAREER 
AS A PRIVATE DETECTIVE. 
START YOUR OWN AGENCY 
OR WORK FOR OTHERS. 
LEARN ALL THE LATEST 
TECHNIQUES 
FROM THE 
EXPERTS. 

VALID IN ALL 50 STATES 


GLOBAL SCHOOL OF INVESTIGATION 
Box 191S Hanover, MA 02339 


YOU CAN FIND ANYONE! secretly obtain unlisted phone 
numbers confidential postal and DMV records, birth/death, 
credit and confidential court records. Author reveals every 
source, method and trick known. Locate old friends, lost lovers, 
debtors and enemies. For profit, fun or adventure. Satisfaction 
Guaranteed. For your copy of YOU CAN FIND ANYONE! Send 
$14.95 plus $1.50 postage. TARGET BOOKS, Dept. B, 13575 
Martinique, Chino Hills, CA 91709. (144) 

SUCCESS THROUGH KNOWLEDGE. Get controlled circula- 
tion periodicals. Topics: professional security management, 
alarm industry, terrorism, police theory, etc. These trade jour¬ 
nals are not available to the general public. Many contain 
information on latest technology, equipment, industry trends, 
and employment opportunities. List of titles, publishers, 
addresses, and a “how to’’ guide to get you started. $15 to 
HyperThink, PO Box 114, New Town Branch, Boston, MA 
02258. (144) 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


LET THE GOVERNMENT FINANCE YOUR NEW OR EX¬ 
ISTING BUSINESS. Grants/loans to $500,000 yearly. Free 
recorded message: 707-449-8600. (KW5) (144) 

LEARN GOLD, SILVER, PLATINUM SCRAP RECYCLING 

business. $75,000 year possible. Spare time. Free informa¬ 
tion: Recycling, Box 11216SF, Reno, NV. 89510-1216. (147) 

IMPORT-EXPORT, A profitable sideline business. For com¬ 
plete details send $7 to: Townes & Blackwell Publishing; PO 
Box 140523-A; Austin, TX 78714. Or write for our free catalog. 
(144) 


COLLECTORS 


RHODESIAN AND SOUTH AFRICAN BADGES Medals 
Books & Militaria Send $1 for list. Kaplans Box 890638, Lyn- 
dhurst, 2106 Johannesburg, South Africa. (147) 


FREE CATALOG 


UNIQUE 

ESPIONAGE & MILITARY MEMORABILIA 

Historical 3WiIitarp Art nttb (Collectibles 
P.O. BOX 1806 - SF Lafayette, CA 94549 
Phone 24 hours (415) 283-1771 


MILITARY COLLECTORS 

postpaid. • German War Badges • postpaid. 



Sub — Iron Cross — Wound 

Your choice any one = $8.00 or all 3 = $20.00. All are 
full size, not miniatures. These made from originals. Your 
choice W.W. #1 or #2 (state choice). We have most 
complete stock of W.W. #2 German badges-caps-flags, 

etc. in u.s n ««maEE2in22aiaei!ia™ii 

Postpaid. (Sent free with any order). 

Our 224 page fully illustrated CATALOG - $5.00. 

W.W. #2 Ltd. Box 2063-F, St. Louis, Mo. 63158 


WW2 GERMAN MILITARIA: Insignia, flags, medals, uni¬ 
forms, daggers, camouflage, books. World’s biggest catalog 
$2. Krupper, Box 177SF, Syracuse, NY 13208. (150) 

WORLDWIDE authentic military medals, wings, insignia. Five 
different medals from 5 different countries $98.50. Catalogue 
$2 cash. Invicta, 740 Gladstone, Ottawa, Canada. K1R 6x5. 
(144)_ 

WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Assassination research materials. 
Videocassettes, photographs, literature, Zapruder film. Cata¬ 
logue: $3. Collector’s Archives, Box 2, Beaconsfield, Quebec. 
H9W 5T6. (150) 

MILITARY RELIC INVESTMENTS! Telephone “hot" tine. 
From common daggers, helmets, uniforms, weapons and 
medals to rare investment items. What do you need? We'll 
locate and ship. We also buy. Call John at 612-689-1146. (144) 

RARE FIND Philippine bolo (native sword-machete) 1 T S, 
7805 Evening Star Drive, Ft. Worth, TX 76133, Dept S/F. (144) 

WWII WAR SOUVENIRS! Includes daggers, swords, helmets, 
everything! Illustrated catalog $10. (refundable) Disco, Box 
331-X, Cedarburg, Wl 53012. (155) _ 

VIETNAM COLLECTOR? Patches, books, Dl pins, T-shirts. 
Catalog $1. SATGONG, Box 177VF, Syracuse, NY 13208. 
(150) _ 

WWII RELICS! Cheaper than Globe, WWII Ltd., Collector's 
Armory! Flags, daggers, medals, insignia, helmets. Illustrated 
catalog $5 (refundable). RELICS, Box 261 -D, Cambridge, MN 
55008. (145) 


Black Falcon 



BOMBER JACKET 

« Ori|fna»^\ 
German J 

\ ALL BLACK 
TOP-GRAIN LEATHER 
uv especially tailored 

FOR BIG-BORE 
A SHOULDER HOLSTER 
(1 CONCEALMENT! 

) j\ • This Is The Original 
/// ‘DEUTSCH KOMMANDO’ 
(/ Flight Jacket — Fully 
J Lined w/lnside Map 
/ Pocket, Zip Comp. On 
j Sleeve, Double-Entry 
' Front Pockets, Heavily- 
Padded Elbows 


UJl/mr ’ Available in Even Sizes 36-52. 

4 to 6 frajiA ne 

'Wom By Adv.murcrs.oS 0NLY $ 249.95 5 * 

Pilots and DEL ' VERY St, W ngSlns. 

Soldiers World Wide" The Toughest Jacket Around 


COLOR CATALOG 
S3.00 


CREDIT CARD PHONE ORDERS 
CALL (5121 697-8900 


CATTLE BARON LEATHER CO. 

P.O. Box 100724 Dept. SOF-10 
SAN ANTONIO. TEXAS 7B201 - 


SURVEILLANCE 

TELEPHONE 



This is a normal functioning telephone! 

EXCEPT it has a secret built in monitor. 

Only YOU can call and monitor all conversations, using a 
secret code, and never be detected! Range Unlimited 

SI75.00 - 6 month Warranty - Phone Tap Catalog S3.00 
LISTEN ELECTRONICS, 603 Elgin, Muskogee, OK 74401 

1-800-633-TAPS 


FREEDOM COUNTRY 



20 BIG acres in WESTERN MONTANA, starting at $9850. 
Trout fishing, backpacking, camping. Elk, deer, moose, 
bear. ADJACENT to National Forest, near established towns. 
Yellowstone and Glacier National Parks nearby. GUARAN¬ 
TEED ACCESS, INSURED TITLE, WARRANTY DEED. FREE 
color brochure, photos, maps. 

-FULL MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE- 
CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-592-5990 
TREASURE STATE RANCHES 

210 Milwaukee Street, Dept. S 
Deer Lodge, Montana 59722 - (406) 846 1000 


AN “EXPLOSIVE” GIFT! 

COMPLAINT STOPPER 

Unique Desk Ornament 

AUTHENTIC OLIVE-DRAB GRENADE 
ON4x6 WALNUT BASE. 

YELLOW LETTERS ON BLACK PLATE. 

Price $ 19 95 + $ 2 50 Postage 



STA-BRITE PRODUCTS 

4 WOODSHIRE CT • BALTIMORE. MD 21207 • (301) 655-6366 
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EDUCATION 


ACCREDITED DEGREES — POLICE SCIENCE, Security, 
Business Administration, etc. through home-study. Catalog — 
$4.00: St. John’s University, 31916 Pat’s Lane (SF), Spring- 
field, LA 70462. (147) _ 

TERMPAPER ASSISTANCE. 15,278 papers available! 306- 
page catalog — Rush $2. Research, 11322 Idaho, #206EX, 
Los Angeles, CA 90025. TOLL FREE HOTLINE: 800-351- 
0222. (California: 213-477-8226). (153) 


EMPLOYMENT 


EMPLOYMENT INFORMATION: Jobs, any state, any 
occupation, including government, state, public. Also 
cruiseships.tugs, ships, riverboats, oilrigs. Women-Men. Work 
month-home month. USA plus overseas. Information $5. 
Nationwide Employment, B242, Central, IN 47110. (144) 

OVERSEAS, STATESIDE. $100-51000 daily. Now hiring. 
FREE list. ZINCS 117, Box 13110, Las Vegas, NV 89112. 
(t45) _ 


FIREARMS • ACCESSORIES 


FIRE POWER MP5, Ml 6, M60, Ml 0, AK47, HK91, G ALIA, FN, 
flares, Night Vision, silencers, knives. If we don’t have it we can 
get it! (ALL BATF RULES) Send $4 for catalog. Wolf Pack 
Weapon Supply, PO Box 953, Wacahachie, TX 75165. (214- 
937-0278, 8-5, CST). (144) 


FOR SALE 


OGDEN’S NIGHTSIGHT Glow in the night gunsight paint. 
Only $15 each 9g. bottle: Ogden’s, Box 44488, Linden 2104, 
Republic of South Africa. (144) _ 

MILITARY ELECTRONICS: CPRC-26 Infantry Manpack 
Radio, compact, 50-54 Mhz FM, Receiver-Transmitter sec¬ 
tions, case, antenna, crystal: $22.50 apiece complete, $39.50/ 
pair. Patrol Seismic Instruction Device (“PSID”) TRC-3: 
$42.50 apiece, $147.50/set of four. 45-day replacement 
guarantee. Add $4.50/piece shipping, $9.00 maximum. Bayt- 
ronics, Box 591, Sandusky, UH 44870. (144) 

KEVLAR HELMETS ; due to rigid regulations we are unable to 
deliver certain helmets to the government. However, these 
helmets are offerend to you at a substantial savings. The minor 
defects in no way affect their performance or appearance. 
Quality Guarantee! Sm-Med-Lg $100.ppd., Helmets, PO Box 
371, Breesport, NY 14816. (145) 


SHOCKING MANUALS!! 


Survival Electronics, Computers, Phones, Energy, Weaponry, 
Rocketry, Surveillance, Security, Financial, Medical. 100+. 
Plus Special Projects and Technical Research Services. 
Confidentiality Guaranteed! Send $3 for catalogs. By John 
Williams, as seen on CBS “60 MINUTES '. Since 1971. 

CONSUMERTRONICS 

2011 CRESCENT DR. P.O. DRAWER 537 
_ALAMOGORDO, NM B8310 (505) 434-0234_ 




DIRECT IMPORT! 
COLLECTOR AIRSOFT GUNS 

THE FUN OF INDOOR SHOOTING" 
Shoots 6MM plastic or paint-filled BB's! 
SEMI & FULL AUTO! 


A 

** LOT MORE!!! 

AEL AIRSOFT 

875A Island Drive, Suite #145, Alameda, CA 94501-0425 


NEW 


AK 


(415) 522-1798 

open 24 hours/7 days for COD phone orders only 
Send $3.00 for illustrated catalog 

RETAIL • WHOLESALE • MAIL ORDER 


ENEMIES BEWARE! Revolutionary new handheld aerosol 
will induce temporary blindness, choking, nausea, and prevent 
all but life-support breathing instantaneously. Subdue any 
attack dog! Superior to Mace. Holster, key ring incl., $10.95, 
Gelliot 2736 N. Andrews #128, Ft Lauderdale, FL 33311. (144) 

S.E.A.L. TIGERSTRIPE CAMOUFLAGE, 1968 Pattern Suits 
$70.00, Boonie Hats $17.00, S.E.A.L. BERETS with Gold 
Crests $26.00, SWIM Shorts $25.00 REVERSABLE Blue/Gold 
T-Shirts with Crest $21.00 A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 
80221 (144) _ 

VIETNAM PHOTO — Special Forces fort, 1968. 11x14 — 
$11.95 ppd. Catalog $2. 4-6 weeks delivery. Check or money 
order. Real Life Company PO Box 1786, Everett, WA 98206. 
(144) _ 

MINIATURE FM TRANSMITTER size of postage stamp. 
Transmits to any FM radio $24.95. Bug detector detects hidden 
transmitters $49.95. Vector Scientific, 1559-J East Amar 
Road, Suite 331 West Covina, CA 91792. (144) _ 

WATERBALLOON SLINGSHOT Launches waterballoons 
130 yards. Guaranteed. Send check or money order for $13. to 
C.X. Blaster P.O. Box 3843F, South Pasadena CA 91031. 
(144) __ 


U.N. OBSERVERS/PEACEKEEPERS BERETS , Sky Blue 
Beret with U.N. Enamelled Metal Crests $28.00 A.H.A., Box 
21606, Denver, CO 80221 (144) _ 


U.S. MILITARY INSIGNIA: 
1940 through Current 
Large Catalog, $2.00 

SAUNDERS 

Box 3133-SF • Naples, FL 33939-3133 


U-BOAT CAPTAIN'S CAP 

% White top Gold insignia and visor braid 
Leather chin strap State size wanted S8900 

Knights Cross with its T7" neck ribbon 
a’nd oak leaf with swords $21.00 

We pay postage. Our 224 page fully 
illustrated catalog (free with order) $5.00 

W.W^#2 Lid., Box 2063 T, St. Louis, MO 63158 


LATEST MODEL 6 SHOT 

ITALIAN AUTOMATIC TEAR GAS GUN 



ONLY 


$9pKTPAID 



Fires 22 cal. tear 
gas or blank ammo. ^ 

Solid metal. 6 shot, clip .. 1 —x 

fed. Rapid firing. With in- \ 

structions. 

For self-protection, theatre, dog I 
training, sports. Purchaser must 
be over 21. Money back guarantee. 


>,o shipment to 
Htrn Vwk or 
California. 


WESTBURY SALES CO. 

Dept TA-10-SF 156 Post Avenue, Weslbury, New York 11590 


PAGER HOLSTER 



PRESS BUTTON, 
CASE FLIPS 
OPEN. LABEL 
MAY VARY. 


FITS: DAVIS DERRINGERS 

BAUER, BROWNING .25 AUTQS 
FREEDOM ARMS .22LR. 1" BARREL 
N. AMERICAN ARMS .22LR, 1%” 

$19.95 plus $1.50 S&H, or two for $34.95 

SPLIT SECOND SECURITY, INC. 

P.O. BOX 16142-S, HOUSTON, TX. 7 7222 



11 *** 111 W\) lf i ! 

MILITARY MEDALS 

WORLD WAR II * KOREA * VIETNAM 




Full Size U.S. and Vietnamese Medals. Ribbons. 
Badges. Fine Display Cases. Miniature Medals, 
Personal Service, Display the valuable Medais 
awarded you or your family. Guaranteed! 
o FREE CATALOG! o 


WRITE TODAY! ► MEDALS, BOX 16279SF 

FT HARRISON P.O. INDIANAPOLIS. IN 46216-9998 


Subscribe to... 


MILITARY 


VLIIICLI'S 


AIIS ARTICLES -NEWS 

MILITARY JEEPS, TRUCKS, TANKS 8, MORE! 

Over 5,000 paid subscribers larger circulation than 
any other magazine for military vehicle en¬ 
thusiasts. . .and stiil growing rapldlyl Many more 
advertisements than any other magazine .. T Ex¬ 
clusive comprehensive listing of upcoming 
rallies . and much morel 

SUBSCRIBE NOW! 

One Year (0 Issues) $12 
Two Years (12 Issues) $20 
Foreign - Canada $15, other $20 
US Dollars payable by US Bank 
Sample Issue $3 USA, $5 outside 

P.O. Box 1748-L, Union, NJ 07083 




The Original adventurer , s t 

BULLWHIP 

Thick, 
High-Grade 
Leather 

From 

j in OCPEOmONS Around the World 

HANO-PUfTEO. THICK. Genuine 


Original “Ruday- 
Brown" Color 

• LEATHER COVERED 
HANDLE A BALL W/ 

TARGET USE U ° P 

PRICES: ORIGINAL 10 FL Length 8129.95 
Extra Long 12 R. $1 *9.95 

LEATHER BELT CARHBi 
* A FORMtOABLE SURVIVAL TOOL • 

When Swung Puberty,. WhETTC BtfflGY Matos 

the TF Of the ADVENTURER'S BULLWWP" MOVE 

sLmmmLmsaML 

• WH9P-HAN0UNG Instructed Included. 

The H0HBT OUAJIY, TOUGHEST 8UU.WHPS 
AvaiaWe - Perfect* BAUUCffi For ACCURACY 



4 TO ( wet OQJVBfY 

NO HASSLES • NO DBATC 


Add 5% Shipping & Ins. In U.SJL 
— Foreign Add 25% — 


NOTE THESE lUllWHiPS 

ARE NOT TOYS A NOT CHEAP 

E0RE1GN HADE SOUVENIRS 

_ ' ARE GENUINE. 


Si QUfi TEXAS fACTSfiT 


MASTER WHIPMAAERS 


CREDIT CARD PHONE ORDERS Call (512) 697-8900 
Send VISA CATTLE BARON LEATHER CO. 

MC, Check P.O. Box 100724 Dept. SOF-1C 

[ Of M.O. TO SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78201 jgBft 



International 
Military Supply 

Original Style 
Slanted Pockets 

O.D. JUNGLE 
FATIGUES 

Proven in Vietnam - Made 
of 100% Rtp Stop Cotton 


s 29.95 


Each 

Piece 


n 

To Order: 

✓fife y 

Call 


1 -800-247-4541 


jjk GA. call collect 


r* (404) 689-3455 

- 

t or write: 


1 RANGER JOE’S 

// 

P.O. Box 2568 

% \ 

Columbus, GA 31902 

l I 

ADD $4-95 shipping 


Catalog $2.00 
Refundable with order 
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NOTICE TO READERS 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine is 
a magazine of national and interna¬ 
tional distribution. There may be 
products for which sale, possession 
or interstate transportation may be 
restricted, prohibited or subject to 
special licensing requirements in 
your state. Purchasers should con¬ 
sult the local law enforcement au¬ 
thorities in their area. 


ENDURANCE FOODl When survival depends on altertness 
and strength, ULTRAENERGY gives you the critical edge. 
Light, water-tight meaJpacks are easy to carry and store for up 
to seven years. Used by endurance athletes since 1985 with 
incredible results. Send $25 for SOF INTRO KIT (4 mealpacks, 
mixing bottle}. Add $3.50/kit shipping. CA residents add 6.5% 
tax. Procyn Industries: 13306 East Whittier Blvd., #9SOF, 
Whittier, CA 90602. Credit card orders call (800) 54-ULTRA. 
For information only send one 25c stamp. (144) 

GERMAN M43 WWII HELMETS cpI w/liner & strap $69 + $5 
pp. Genuine-Steel-Like New-Very Limited Supply VISA/MC 
612-377-8714. COMPLETE CATALOG $1. (or 4 25 cent 
stamps) ADOLF’S, 2607 Hennepin #310, Minneapolis, MN 
55408 (149) 


FREE 


FREE 40-PAGE PRIVACY CATALOG. Cash income opportu¬ 
nities. Secret loans. Home businesses. New credit, jobs, de¬ 
grees, foreign passports. EDEN PRESS, Box8410-SR, Foun- 
tain Valley, CA 92728. (148) _ 

fcREE CATALOG See our large selection of diplomas, cita¬ 
tions and awards for military — martial arts — weapons and 
more! The finest quality available. Over 100 types, call or write: 
Docuprints, 1005-H E. Altamonte Dr., Altamonte Springs, FL 
37201. (407) 830-9333. (144) 

FREE KUNG FU LESSONS Guaranteed satisfaction. Send $1 
for postage: McLisa, P.O. Box 1755 Dept. SF89-J, Honolulu, 
HI. 96806 (146) _ 

100+ DEALERS, TRADERS, FREE Catalogs. Military col¬ 
lectibles, antiques, heraldry items. List $3. Money Back 
Guarantee. A&F, 12A Hickoryhill Drive, O'Fallon, MO 63366. 
(144) _ 


HAT PINS - PATCHES - FLAGS 


600+ MILITARY DESIGNS | 

FREE 24 Page ILLUS. CATALOG 
WE DO CUSTOM WORK 
Dealer Inquires Welcome 

HOOVER’S MFG. CO. 

4015SF PROGRESS BLVD. 

PERU, IL 61354 

( 815)223-1159 , AsJc For David 



CAPTURED GERMAN NEWSREELS 

Now available after 45 years, experience the mood of the 
German people during WWII. Rarely seen aircraft, equip¬ 
ment, uniforms and weapons and the struggle against allied 
forces. From their conquest of Europe to tneir fatal redoubt. 

Uncut in the original Deutsche text. 

Vol 1 — "Words in Action" — The ideal (61 min) 

Vol 2 — "Adolph Hitler School" lor SS boys (55 min) 

Vol 3 — Combat-Crete, Afrika Korps (61 min) 

Vol 4 — Ski troops in Action (57 min) 

Vol 5 — Kriegs Marine and Winter War ’44 & ’45 (63 min) 

Vol 6 — "The National Redount" — at bay 1945 (63 min) 

$49.95 ea. 3 for $139.95 Add $2.50 ea. tape S&H U.S.A.& Canada 
VISA/MC VHS/BETA/PAL/SECAM 
Quick delivery! To order or for more information write: 
VENTNOR GROUP 

108 N. Locust Dept. 11 Denton, TX 76201 6 (817) 566-5464 


CONCEALED CARRY without a jacket 

The Hidden Difference, completely inside-the-pants 
fitow holster has an attached knife sheath that serves as 
handle for drawing the entire holster from 
1 your pants. Fits most small automatics. 
/ High quality leather, right or left, brown 
only. $44 postpaid, free brochure. 
Leatherman Products Dept SOF, 
Teel Rd., Winchendon.MA 01475.1-800-227-6464 (24hours) 


SURVEILLANCE 


SHERWOOD - The first name In surveillance 
equipment. Complete line of investigative, 
communications & countermeasures equipment 
CONTACT THE SUWEtLLANCE SPECIALISTS 

SHERWOOD COMMUNICATIONS ASSOCIATES, LTD. 
PO Box 555$, Soitfcmptom, PA 18946 
(215) 557-9045 


MAILING SERVICES 


PRIVATE MAIL SERVICE Letters Packages, whatever, re¬ 
route, hold or rendezvous at your convenience. Wilson, PO 
Box 22, Amherst, OH 44001. (147) 

REMAILING: West Germany $2 includes postage. Confiden¬ 
tial forwarding, receiving, holding. Brochure $1. TWG, Post- 
fach 1151, 6460 Gelnhausen, West Germany. (148) 


MISCELLANEOUS 


MEN! ATTRACT WOMEN, SCENTSATtONAL WOMEN! Sci¬ 
entifically verified sexual pheromone, androstenone, scent- 
souly lures women to you like crazy! Have the REAL chemical, 
biological passionate advantage European import, 80 gram 
aerosol spray. Complete instructions and documented report 
also enclosed. GUARANTEED. Period! Send $27.95 plus $2 
shipping to: XTZ Products, PO Box 867461-S, Plano, TX 
75086. (146) _ 

SJEXCO , military accouterments, memorabilia, parapherna¬ 
lia, auctions/lists, tri-monthly catalogs, subscriptions world¬ 
wide $10 US, Box 3443, Scottsdale, AZ 85271-3443. (144) 


EDINBURGH MILITARY TATTOO 


VHS 

ONLY 


on Video for the first time 


$39.95 


75 minutes of pageantry, precision formation marching and miktory 
ceremonial splendor. 


BRITISH REGALIA IMPORTS 

Department 6 

P.O. Box 50473. • Nashville. TN 37205 



BUSH PILOT WINGS 

BADGE QUALITY — CORROSION FREE RHODIUM 
SEND $6.95 TO: BUSHP1LOT 

P.O. BOX 541384 
DALLAS, TX 75354-1384 
CATALOG WITH PURCHASE — ALLOW 4-6 WEEKS 


CABLE-TV BOXES 


TRANS-WORLD CABLE CO. 
12062 Southwest 117th Ct., Suite 126 
Miami, Florida 33186 
800-442-9333 


BUTTERFLY KNIVES 

The Folding BALISONG 
knives originated in the 
Philippines — used by their 
fighting forces. Now made into 
fine quality hunting knives. 

The blade is of surgical 
steel. The butterfly design 
protects the working 
portion of the knife. A 
lever locks the 
handle securely 
in the open or 
closed position. 

Model K98-P 

s 8 50 Ea. 

and *1 M UPS charges 
WESTBURY SALES CO. 

DEPT. P-10-SF 
156 Post Avenue 
Westbury, NY 11590 



LOWER PRICE. World Intel. Report, the best source for hard 
data, mailed twice/month. Sample US$1.50 one year 
US$19.95. PO Box 1265, Merchantville, NJ 08109. (147) 

MILITARY INSIGNIA CATALOG — Over6,000 different items 
and genuine military clothing and equipment. Send $2. Kauf¬ 
man’s West Army & Navy Goods, Dept. A-510, 1660 Eubank, 
Albuquerque, NM 87112. (146) 

INTERNATIONAL CAMOUFLAGE & EQUIPMENT Fall Cata- 
fog of Camouflage, Equipment & Insignia from over 25 Coun¬ 
tries! Send $1.00 INTERNATIONAL MILITARY SUPPLY, Box 
21606, Denver, CO 80221 (144) 

SEAL TEAM SECRETS Discover methods to become fearful¬ 
ly powerful, mentally and physically. Write for free information: 
Elite Performance, PO Box 4038, Virginia Beach, VA 23454. 
(144) 

W.W. II COLLECTORS I 


HOMEMADE SAKI Original Chinese recipe. Send $4.50. 
Emporer of China, PO Box 200602, Arlington, TX 76006-0602. 
(145) _ 

LAW BADGES AND PATCHES send $1 for list or $8 for 12 
monthly list. BPEC, DEPT. SN1288, Box 7638 Moreno CA 
92303 (156) _ 

REAL MEN EAT CHILI!!! 12 complete recipes — some HOT 
enough to cauterize hemorrhoids! $2.00: Greenridge, PO Box 
527, Marlboro, MA 01752. (144) _ 

SPECIAL PURPOSE AMMO: Tracers, stun guns. Send $1.00 
for catalog: Horizons Unlimited, 9208 Kingston Pike, Suite 195, 
Knoxville, TN 37922. (145) 


oyer 40.000 i mis 


Hats-Badges-Medals of ail Nations. 
U.S. Officer’s Cap (new from 
' 1 original U.S. maker), tan with 

, brown leather visor, chin strap 

-i .ai 

We pay postage. Our 250 page 
fully illustrated catalog $5.00 
(Free with order) 

W.W.#2 Ltd., Box 2063-T, St. Louis, MO 63158 


LAW ROUND, INERT 


66MM 



product catalog 


NEW $65 

Shipping included 
continental 
U.S. only. 
VISA/MC 
CODs $3 
602-749-5730 


C&T ENTERPRISES 

P.O. Box 18564_Tucson, AZ 85731 


THE P.l. CATALOG 
PRIVATE INVESTIGATION 


Manuals, Courses, Badges & Laminated Specially 
cards, Directories, Newsletter, Investigative Forms, 
Equipment certificates, Certified Missing Persons In¬ 
vestigator program, much more. Write For Big catalog 
from the fastest growing investigative association in 
the world. Send four stamps to: National Association 
Of Investigative Specialists, Box 33244-SFY, Austin, 
Texas 78764. 


TELEPHONE LISTENING DEVICE 


Record telephone conversations in your office or 
home Connects between any cassette or tape 
recorder and your telephone 'ine. Starts auto¬ 
matically when phone is answered Records both 
sides ol conversation Stops recorder when 
phone is hung up 



$ 19.95 


EACH Qlv Out Avail 



Super Powerful 
FM TRANSMITTER 

Many limes more powerful than other transmitters 
Transmits up to '/« mile to any FM radc -Easy to 
Assemble Krt • up to 9V battery (not met.) 

For catalog ot Transmitters. Voice Scramblers and 
other specialty Hems, enclose $2 00 to USI Corp 

Call 407-725-1000 or send *19.95 + $1.00 
shipping per Item to: USI Corp., P.O. Box 
SF-2052, Melbourne, FL 32902 COD’s OK. 
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TIMBERSHEPHERD® 

Timberwolf/German Import Shepherd 

As featured In SWAT MAGAZINE, Nov. ’83 
Survival Guide Magazine, Aug. ’84 
American Survival Guide Magazine, Feb. ’87 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution Sunday Magazine, Jan., '88 



Home & Family Protection 
Pups & Professional Training Available 
EXCELLENT WITH CHILDREN 

—Shipping Available Worldwide— 

LRRP K-9 SERVICES, INC. 

Box 1020 ME • Aiken, SC 29602 • ( 803 ) 649-5936 (24 Hi*) 
-SEND $3.00 FOR BROCHURE^ 
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Join The Struggle For Freedom! 

Now OfferedThrough Soldier of Fortune 

FREEDOM FIGHTER COMMEMORATIVES 

Freedom. Taken for granted by 
some and longed for by many. 

Afghanistan ... Mozambique 
... Nicaragua ... even here 
in the U.S., the struggle for 
freedom is being waged daily. 


#3020 Renamo 


#3022 Ollie 


Now, your chance to aid the world¬ 
wide fight for freedom is at hand. 

Freedom, Inc., has been commissioned to create these beautifully minted, one ounce silver commemoratives. A portion of the purchase 
price will be used to aid these men and women dedicated to the fight for freedom. 


Presently available are commemoratives honoring the Renamo Freedom Fighters of Mozambique, the Jamait-i-Islami Freedom Fighters 
of Afghanistan* and the Contras of Nicaragua*. In addition, Freedom, Inc., is minting an Oliver North commemorative. Although Col. 
North’s fight for freedom is being waged in the courtroom instead of the battlefield, it is nonetheless just as important and expensive. 


The Freedom Fighter Commemoratives represent an exceptional collecting opportunity — even for those who have not considered 
themselves collectors. Won’t you join the fight for freedom and liberty? Send your order in today! 


FREEDOM FIGHTER COMMEMORATIVES 


$35.00 each or $33.00 each with purchase of 3 or more. 

Credit card orders call toll free 1-800-323-1776 opr. 131 

ITEM# DESCRIPTION _ QTY. AMOUNT Payment: □ Visa □ MasterCard □ Check. 


3020 Renamo Card# 


3021 

‘Afghan 

Signature 



3022 

Ollie 

Name 



3023 

‘Contra 

Address 




Subtotal 

City 




Colorado Residents Only Add 3.7% Sales Tax 

State 


zip 


Total 


Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. No COD orders. 
•Photo not available at press time. 


Mail to: Soldier of Fortune 
Dept. PI-2 
P.O. Box 693 
Boulder, CO 80306 


CRIMEFIGHTERS send $2 lor Police Catalog. BPEC, Dept. 
SN1188, Box 7638, Moreno, CA 92303. (150) 


OPTICS 


BINOCULARS, SPOTTING SCOPES, CLOTHING Free 

Catalog! Zeiss, Swarovski, Leitz, Nikon. Finest brand names, 
lowest prices. We repair all brands of binoculars and scopes. 
Optical Advantage, Box 32791F, Baltimore, MD 21208 (301) 
653-3306. (144) 


SURPLUS 


MILITARY SURPLUS CATALOG! Over 120 pages o( military, 
security, survival, recreational, dothing, knives and literature, 
genuine G1 issue equipment for the military or out doors man 
send $2. (Refunded on first purchase) to: Eagle’s View Lodge, 
PO Box 557, Dept. SOF, Waterford Works, NJ 08099. (144) 

GENUINE MILITARY CLOTHING, GEAR, EQUIPMENT, 
AND INSIGNIA. Our name has meant quality for over 65 years. 
Catalog, $2. Kaufman’s West Army & Navy Goods. Dept. 
A-210, 1660 Eubank, Albuquerque, NM. 87112 (146) 

ARMY SURPLUS Large inventory new and used, plus survival 
Hems. Send $1 (refundable) for price list: Hugh Wade’s Oak- 
shire Place, Hwy. 51 South, Union City, TN 38261. (144) 

$3. GETS 1,000 ITEM Fully Illustrated Military Surplus Cata¬ 
log. Deduct $3 first order. New-Used Military Surplus Clothing, 
Camping Gear, Survival Gear, War Game Supplies. Old Sarge 
PX, 4344 Archer Ave., Dept. 171-9, Chicago, IL 60632. (149) 


SURVIVAL 


SURVIVAL FOODS. Ready Reserve & Yurika Storage Foods. 
Neo-Life & Multiway Food Supplements. Free Information. 
Spartan Distributors, PO Box 2085-A, Spring Valley, CA 
92077. (144)_ 

JOIN THE CIVILIAN SURVIVAL INITIATIVE. Send $2 for 
information or $15 for one year membership and big monthly 
survival newsletter. Live Free, Box 1743, Harvey, IL 60426. 
(144) 


TRAINING 


RANGER, AIRBORNE, BODYGUARD TRAINING Catalog 
and information $6. ($10 foreign) USTC, 2020 N. Broadway, 
Ste. 103, Santa Ana, CA 92706. (146) 


VEHICLES 


IS IT TRUE you can buy Jeeps for $44 through the U.S. 
Government? Get the facts today! Call 1-312-742-1142 ext. 
331-A. (144)_ 

RED HOT BARGAINS! Gov't seized/surplus vehicles/goods/ 
homes/high pay Federal/State jobs. Call “Hard to Find Direc¬ 
tories" Operator nowl 513-456-5920 — Weekdays. SAVE 
THIS ADI (144)_ 

CADILLACES, MERCEDES, PORSCHE, etc. direct from 
Government. Seized in drug raids. Available your area. Save 
$thousands$. 216-453-3000. Ext A8183 (144) 


VIDEOS 


VIETNAM VIDEO — Original never before seen 8mm and 
16mm films from Vietnam available on video tape. Catalog 
$1.00 Vietnam Video, PO Box 15619 Detroit, Ml 48215 (144) 

WWII VIDEOS: Jeeps, trucks, tanks, US Army Training films, 
more! Free Catalog, SASE, Vintage Video, PO Box 551S, 
Greencastle, PA 17225. (143) 

FIREWORKS VIDEO! Inside factory, assembly then launch off 
BIG shells. HOT! $29.95 plus $2 shipping. Video Savant, Box 
S, 408 Sheridan South, Minneapolis, MN 55405. (143) 

SEE MILITARY AND POLITICAL HISTORY as it actually 
happened! WWI through the Falklands Campaign. Over 300 
titles on videocassette. Send $1 for illustrated catalog. Interna¬ 
tional Historic Films Dept. 11D, Box 29035, Chicago, IL 60629 
044 )_ 

NAVY SEAL VIDEOS! Museum Collection includes: "NAVY 
SEALS IN VIETNAM” Cowritten by Seal Team One Members. 
Covers uniforms, weapons, equipment — all gear peculiar to 
SEALS $15.95. Also “Navy Seals On Patrol” — Incredible rare 
footage of Real Seals on patrol! Shot in Vietnam 1968 by Seal 
Team One Members. See entire operation performed and 
explained! A MUST for every serious collector $21.95. Also 
"MEN WITH GREEN FACES" and "SOMEONE SPECIAL" 
Navy Special Warfare Tapes $24.95 each. $ave get all four 
$76.95. Profit from sales benefit UDT-SEAL MUSEUM. LOTI 
GROUP, Dept. A. 8341 SW 157 Ave. Ste. 311, Miami, FL 
33193. (Charlie) 


WANTED 


RHODESIA VETS AND RHODESIANS Contact RVA, PO Box 
1221, Agoura Hills, CA 91301 or call (213) 234-9201. The RVA 
is a non-political, non-military/paramilitary organization. (149) 



BACK BY 
POPULAR 
DEMAND! 

BARRY SADLER'S 
SYSTEM OF SELF DEFENSE! 

^ This Self Study Video Course Contains: 

^ 17 Easy-to-Learn Lessons 

^ Defense Techniques Against Guns, 
Knives, Clubs, Cnains and Other 
Improvised Weapons 

^ Special Forces Exercise Workout 
Segment 

^ Designed for Men, Women and Children 

^ Order Toll-Free Today 

1-800-323-1776, Opr. 131 or 
FAX Your Order 303-444-5617 

□ Check □ COD □ Visa □ MasterCard 
Card #_Exp_ 


# Tapes Ordered. 
Name_ 


. Total $. 


Address . 
City_ 


. State - 


- Zip - 


Send to: SOF Exchange 
P.O. Box 687 
Boulder, CO 80306 

Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. 
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PARTING SHOT 


BATF Ban: Dishonesty 

Is the Best Policy by Paul Danish 


THE Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
and Firearms decision of 7 July 1989 
making permanent the ban on the im¬ 
portation of 43 types of semiautomatic 
rifles into the United States does a 
great deal more violence to the right to 
keep and bear arms than just excluding 
the firearms in question from the 
American market. 

It is important that gun owners 
understand the true nature of the out¬ 
rage the BATF has perpetrated. 

First, it is transparently clear that the 
BATF did not conclude that the ban 
should be made permanent after a de¬ 
tached study of whether the weapons 
in question were “generally recog¬ 
nized as particularly suitable for or 
readily adaptable to sporting pur¬ 
poses.” Instead it was decided at the 
outset — probably in the White House 
— that the rifles would be banned, and 
the bureau’s mission was to fashion an 
after-the-fact administrative justifica¬ 
tion of the already-made, political deci¬ 
sion to do so. 

That in turn required the bureau to 
do three things: 1) Create a new defini- 
tionoftheterm “assault rifle” that fit the 
firearms it was targeting and set them 
apart from “sporting rifles;” 2) Create a 
definition of the term “sporting pur¬ 
poses” that could justify its action; and 
3) Assume it had much more adminis¬ 
trative discretion than the law grants it. 

Since there is no functional differ¬ 
ence between semiautomatic rifles that 
trace their origins to military weapons 
and semiautomatic rifles designed for 
civilian uses from the outset, the 
BATFs attempt to distinguish military 
style rifles from others was in large part 
forced to focus on minutae, furniture, 
and cosmetics. More than once it 
verged on the bizarre. 

We learn, for instance, that bayonet 
lugs and grenade launcher mounts 
have no legitimate sporting purposes. 
True, but why on earth should anyone 
care? If there has been a murder com¬ 
mitted with a bayonet or a rifle grenade 
in living memory, it has escaped notice 
of even the gun phobics in the national 
press. There is no recorded instance of 
a drug gang mounting a bayonet 
charge on a rival group. For anyone 
other than a collector such features are 


merely cosmetic and their presence 
does nothing to detract from the sport¬ 
ing uses of the firearms. 

The BATF finds the presence of a 
folding stock unsporting because it 
allows the firearm to be fired with the 
stock in the folded position, and it can¬ 
not be fired nearly as accurately from 
that position as it can with an open 
stock. That argument might be barely 
plausible — were it not for the fact on 
the same page the BATF finds pistol 
grips and flash suppressors disqual¬ 
ifying features because they increase 
the shooter’s ability to fire the rifle 
accurately. 

The ability to accept a detachable 
magazine can make a rifle military 
rather than sporting, according to the 
BATF, although it generously admits 
that detachable magazines are not limi¬ 
ted to military firearms. The difference, 
it says, is that military rifles generally 
have large capacity detachable maga¬ 
zines while “sporting” rifles generally 
have small capacity detachable maga¬ 
zines, an insight that conveniently 
seems to overlook the fact that small 
capacity detachable magazines are de¬ 
tachable and replaceable by large 
capacity detachable magazines. 

The fact that a rifle was derived from 
a machine gun rather than designed 
from the ground up for the civilian 
market also weighs heavily in deter¬ 
mining whether a rifle has a sporting 
purpose, according the BATF, but it 
chooses not to offer any explanation of 
why, probably because a) there is no 
plausible explanation, and b) one of 
the few originally banned rifles which 
the BATF chose to allow back into the 
country, the Finnish Valmet Hunter, is 
a Kalashnikov derivative. 

And the fact that a firearm is cham¬ 
bered to accept a centerfire cartridge 
having a length of 2.25 inches or less 
also raises doubts in BATF minds 
about a rifle’s use in sport, although 
only if it also has some or all of pre¬ 
viously mentioned military features. 
It’s a subtlety that’s wasted on a lot of 
dead deer. 

If all of this has a Keystone Cops 
quality to it, it also contains a serious 
threat to the right to keep and bear 
arms, and not just the 43 types of arms 


whose importation has now been 
banned. In ruling that detachable 
magazines, folding stocks, and pistol 
grips are features that may disqualify a 
firearm from having a sporting purpose, 
the BATF has taken a giant step toward 
delegitimizing any rifle — foreign or 
domestic — that exhibits them. Gun 
control ad vocates will soon argue that if 
a Steyr or Galil should be banned for 
having a large capacity detachable 
magazine, what possible justification 
can Congress have for not banning a 
Mini-14 or Mini-30. And it also involves 
only a short step to go through the same 
sort of drill with semiautomatic hand¬ 
guns, most of which also owe their ori¬ 
gins to military arms. 

Much more serious than the BATF’s 
definition of what constitutes a sporting 
or non-sporting firearm is its definition 
of what constitutes a sporting or non¬ 
sporting purpose. 

In order to find that there are no 
sporting uses for the banned firearms 
the BATF had to surmount an awk¬ 
ward reality, which is that military-style 
semiautomatic rifles are widely used in 
hundreds of recognized practical 
shooting type competitions (including 
the SOF Three Gun Match and the 
National Matches at Camp Perry, 
Ohio) and are even more widely used 
in unorganized recreational shooting. 
It solved the problem with brutal sim¬ 
plicity — by simply denying, in the face 
of all evidence, that either practical 
shooting or unorganized recreational 
shooting are “sports.” It characterizes 
the latter as a “pastime” and the for¬ 
mer as “police/combat-type competi¬ 
tion” but makes no attempt to explain 
what it is about such activities that dis¬ 
tinguishes them from shooting 
“sports”; the BATF recognizes only 
hunting and traditional target shooting 
as falling in the last category. 

The truth, of course, is that there is no 
meaningful distinction, and the BATF 
has acted arbitrarily, capriciously, and 
with profound dishonesty—that is to say 
it lied—in asserting that there is, because 
to do otherwise would have made it im¬ 
possible to find a way of making its im¬ 
port ban permanent 

The damage extends far beyond the 
ban, however. By ruling that unorgan¬ 
ized shooting is not a sport, the BATF 
has with a stroke of a pen delegitimized 
the single most common use of 
firearms in the United States. Worse, it 
has in effect said that the only legiti¬ 
mate uses for firearms are organized 
sporting activities or activities, like 
hunting, licensed by the government. 
The people who put the Second 
Amendment in the Constitution would 
probably have considered that view as 
being precisely why they put it there in 
the first place. Modem gun owners 
should consider this finding as a dagger 
pointed directly at the heart of the right 
to keep and bear arms. ^ 
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Executive Protection Products, Inc. —The Professionals 
1834 First Street ■ SuiteS ■ Napa ■ CA ■ 94559 ■ (707)253-7142 

We are security professionals. We will be happy to answer your questions and provide you with the 
latest in privacy assurance devices. 

If you need... the straight scoop... high quality equipment... great service, at fair prices... 

Send S3, (refundable) for our latest catalog. You won't find the quality and selection anywhere else. 

MasterCard ■ VISA ■ American Express ■ COD 
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New! EAR 200 

Hear Sounds Through Walls! 

The EAR-200 is an amazing contact microphone with built in audio amplifier 
that produces dear, recognizable sounds through walls or other hard surfaces. 
Utilizing a resonating chamber and advanced circuitry 
that even includes automatic sound leveling. Just plug 
in the headphones [included] and place the EAR-200 
against any hard surface that you want to hear 
through and adjust the level of amplification. If you 
want to keep a record of sounds produced just plug a 
recorder into the built-in tape jack. The Ear is only 
the size of a pack of cigarettes, weighs 3 oz. and is 
powered by a 9 volt battery. 

EAR 200 $249. [Ship $5.]. See warning. 

ULTRA II 

The size of a quarter, it is so sensitive it can pick up 
sounds 20' away and transmit them to any FM radio 
receiver (even the one in your car] up to several 
blocks away! 

Ultra II uses a four stage circuit and quality 
components to achieve maximum performance. Uses 
9 volt battery. Simple final assembly required. Intended for testing and 
experimentation; illegal to use for surveillance. 

Cpp u/jrnlnu 

Reg. $195. Special $149. (Ship $5.] 

Lithium 9 Volt Batteries $15 ea. (Lasts 2-3 times longer] 




VOICE CHANGER 

Works over any phone, makes your voice totally 
unrecognizable! Change your voice from deep to 
very high or vice versa. No one will know who is 
calling. 

Reg. $498. Limited offer $298. (Ship $5 ] 


TSD-5000 TELEPHONE SECURITY DEVICE 

The TSD-5000 is the ONLY telephone security 
device that JAMS or DEFEATS series and parallel 
transmitters, tape recorder switches, infinity 
transmitters, hookswitch bypass and other 
modifications on single line telephones. Based on 
advanced military countermeasures it stops 
eavesdroppers four ways: I] changes line voltage 
which shuts off recorders and other devices; 2) covers 
your conversation with "white noise" so all an 
eavesdropper will hear is a loud hiss between you and the telephone company 
central office, the person at the other end can hear you normally; 3] monitors line 
voltage on L.C.D. display; 4] protects your phone from becoming a room bug. 

A TSD-5000 is for standard single line telephones, and is best used in situations 
where you are the only one with a security device or when you don't want others 
to know that you are using one. Only one is required. The only way to have a 
higher level of telephone security is to use our scramblers, one required at each 
end of conversation (see below]. The TSD-5000 is not FCC approved and is sold 
for export use; however, you can purchase it here in the USA. Export permit 
required at time of export. TSD-5000 $1,995. (Ship $20.] 



BULLET PROOF VESTS 


Stops .357 magnum and 9 mm pistol. High quality vest 
made from 18 layers of Keviar. Rated class IIA. Covers 
front and back for full protection. 

Compare these vests with others at over $400. 
Satisfaction guaranteed. Call now! 

Only $269. (Ship/Insur. $10.] 

Optional hardplate available. Stops 9 mm 
sub-machinegun. $99. (Ship $5.] 



TRANSTECDont be trapped by hidden "bugs" 

Transtec fits into your pocket and silently vibrates when 
it detects an R.F. transmitter (bug] in your presence, from 
up to 20' away! It warns you but doesn't tip off anyone 
else! When it gives a warning signal, Transtec can now be 
used with its special antenna attachment to verify that an 
actual "bug" is present (not an innocent signal] and then 
can be used to "sweep" and locate it. 

Transtec $695. (Ship/Insur. $10.] 



WARNING: NOT TO BE USED FOR SURREPTITIOUS INTERCEPTION OF ORAL COMMUNICATIONS. ALL EQUIPMENT IS SOLD SUBJECT TO PUBLIC LAW 90-351, TITLE III, 18 U.S.D., SECTION 2511, ALL 
LOCAL, STATE AND FEDERAL ORDINANCES, RULES, REGULATIONS, ETC. IT IS THE SOLE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE BUYER (NOT THE SELLER) TO CONSULT LEGAL COUNSEL FOR INTERPRETATION 
OF ANY LAWS APPLICABLE TO THE AREA OF INTENDED USE. 


More Products That Protect You 

TELEPHONE SCRAMBLERS Several models from $299. to $6,000. each, (minimum 2 required). 
Available for telephone, cellular, data and FAX. Fixed or portable units. Call for details. 

STUNLIGHT A combination of rugged lightweight rechargeable flashlight and 40,000 volt stun gun. 
Have it with you when "things go bump in the night" or when you travel. Most attacks happen at night, 
be prepared. 5149. (Ship $5.50). 

TELEPHONE AUTOSTART SWITCH AND LONG PLAY (8 hour) RECORDER COMBINATION 

Best switch built, not a cheap one that breaks or puts a heavy load or noise on the line. Starts and stops 
recorder automatically and silently each time any phone on the line is picked up or hung up. Sets up in 
minutes. Recorder uses standard cassette tapes. Autoswitch $59.95, Recorder $125. Save! Both for 
$165. (Ship/Insur. $7.). See warning. 

COUNTERFEIT BILL DETECTOR Just press button and pass unit over any U.S. bill. In about two 
seconds the unit detects the presence of the magnetic ink used in real U.S. currency and beeps, indicating 
that the bill is okay. Small, fits in your pocket, carry with you. Don't get burned! $79.95 (Ship $3.). 

PEN MICROPHONE A sensitive remote powered microphone has been crafted into a standard roller 
point type pen case. The "pen" fits unnoticed in your pocket but is actually attached by an 18" wire to 
micro recorder hidden in your pocket. Ideal for note taking or interviews. AL-2 Pen Microphone $99. 
We have the world's smallest micro cassette recorder, fits INSIDE a pack of cigarettes. Uses standard 
micro cassettes. $549. (Ship/Insur. $S.). See warning. 

PROFESSIONAL LONG RANGE PARABOLIC DISH MICROPHONE with our exclusive audio 
amplifier and graphic equalizer, greatly enhances sounds. Made of clear, high impact plastic. Jack leads 
provided to hook up your recorder. This is the one you have seen on TV. While nothing works as well as 
suggested by TV shows, this unit provides the best performance available today. Others sell for $2,800. 
Our price $1,200. (Ship/Insur. $15). 

FRISK 'EM HIDDEN WEAPONS DETECTOR Small lightweight hand held detector, can even find a pin. 
$59. (Ship $3.). 


COMPLETE COUNTERMEASURES SYSTEM Enables you to professionally check for phone taps, room 
bugs, laser listening devices and more! Detailed instruction manual Included; comes in fitted briefcase. 

Call for more details. $2,995. (Ship/Insur. $25.). 

40,000 VOLT SHOCKING BRIEFCASE Remote activated! If a thief tries to steal your case, just smile 
and push the button on your pocket transmitter. 40,000 volts of electricity will knock them fiat! And a 
125 decibel alarm will sound off causing them to flee. Safe to use. Rechargeable. $895. (Ship/Insur. $15). 
REMOTE ACTIVATED RECORDING BRIEFCASE fRARB-1) This attractive leather briefcase has a 
hidden recording system built in. Just push the button on your pocket activation transmitter and the case 
will silently start recording. Activate from up to 100' away. Keep a record of a conversation without 
having to move or open your briefcase. $459. (Ship/Insur. $10.). Micro Cassette Recorder to fit case 
$99. Full Size Long Play 8 Hour Recorder (4 hours per side) $125. (Ship/Insur. $7.). 

TELEPHONE EAR Listen in to your home or business from any phone in the world. This unique device 
permits ONLY YOU to hear every sound in the building it is placed into. The Telephone Ear plugs into any 
modular phone jack or can be attached anywhere along the phorte line. Simple to hook up ar.d use, just dial 
the number and enter your special access code. Now you can listen into your premises for as long as you 
like, Great peace of mind while you're away! Complete with Instructions 5249. (Ship $7.) See warning. 
DL-1000 HAND HELD “BUG" DETECTOR Sweep your home, office, car or take with you to check 
hotel rooms, etc. for hidden radio frequency (R.F. ) transmitters. The L.E.D. bar graph will lead you right 
to the signal source. Then by listening through the headphones (Included] you will be able to quickly 
determine if it's an actual bug or just an innocent signal. Will detect room bugs, transmitters in 
telephones, bumper beepers, etc. Easy to use, instructions included. High quality! $795. (Ship $10) 
CPM-1000 PROFESSIONAL RF BUG DETECTION UNIT W ide band detection up to 2 GHz. Portable 
and rechargeable. L.E.D. bar graph monitor, silent or active search modes, tone generator, etc. 
Incorporates 5 most important features into one unit. Great to use alone or with our CMS-3 package. 
$2,495. (Ship/Insur. $25.). Best portable R.F. detection unit on the marker. 
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Super Redhawk 
.44 Magnum 


Redhawk 

.41 and .44 Magnum 


GPlOOAdj. Sight 
.357 Magnum 


GP100 Fixed Sight 
.357 Magnum 


SP101 

5-Shot .38 Special 


Policeman, Soldier, 
Citizen, Hunter 


Handgun hunting, silhouette shoot¬ 
ing, target practice, personal and 
home protection, private security 
work, off-duty and on-duty police 
service-Today there is a double 
action Rugcr revolver in a broad 
range of calibers to meet the needs 
of every shooter Available with a 
choice of full cushioned grip sizes, 
and optional inserts, the strong fam¬ 


ily of Ruger double action revolvers 
are built to an entirely new industry 
standard of reliability, endurance, 
and unparalleled comfort against 
the shock of today’s most powerful 
Magnum factory ammunition. 
Roger’s double action family sets the 
new, world standard for fine revolvers 
built for the most demanding 
shooters. 


Free instruction manuals for all 
Ruger firearms are available upon 
request. 


STURM, RUGER 
& Company, Inc. 

123 Lacey Place, 

Southport, Connecticut 06490 



Entire contents © 1989 by Sturm, Ruger & Company, Inc. Redhawk and GP100 are registered U.S. trademarks. 

SP101 is a Ruger trademark. 



